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Moving Forward in Wickliffe
Mayor Joe SakacS

Happy Spring, Wickliffe!! This issue of the 
Wickliffe Connection is full of the amazing events 
and noteworthy items we are proud to share with 
you. I will mention a few here, but hope you will 
read through this issue and learn more about all 
that occurs in our vibrant community! 

First, you will find additional information 
regarding the Memorial Day Parade & Cer-
emony and the all new Remembrance Celebra-
tion that will be held following the American 
Legion ceremony at City Hall. We will be setting 
the tone for summer and hope you will join us! 

Along with the topic of Coulby Park, I want 
everyone to know that one of my priorities is the 
revitalization of Coulby Park. We are looking 
into upgrades to our recreational areas, includ-
ing Coulby Park, Jindra Park and Green Ridge 
Golf Course. I’ll provide more information on 
this as we progress.

Our Police Department will be reinstituting 

the K9 program. You may have been approached 
for donations by Sea of Blue, a Lake County orga-
nization that will be assisting with the fundraising 
aspect of this program. We would like to thank 
all who have donated so far, especially Truline 
Industries. Many people have asked how they can 
be a part of this program, and this is your opportu-
nity. You can find more information on this on the 
Wickliffe Police Department’s Facebook page.

We will be performing road work and com-
pleting much needed sewer repairs throughout 
the next year, and continuing into the future. 
Although the sewers are not seen, they are 
critical to our everyday lives. The system is 
very old, and in need of repair. We will be 
using American Rescue Plan funds to begin 
to address these necessary repairs. Also, we 
were JUST notified that, weather dependent, 
Worden Road, under the SR2 bridge, will be 
closed beginning Friday, April 29 at 7 p.m. 
through Sunday, May 1 at 8 p.m. for demolition 
of the Phase 2 portion of the WB SR2 bridge. 

Detours will be posted. Also, sometime this 
summer, there will be another weekend closure 
for the other lane of this project. Watch the city 
website and my Facebook page for updates. 
We will also post these notices on the City’s 
electronic signs. 

I believe creating a better appearance builds 
momentum, and there are two current initiatives 
to enhance our city. The Euclid Avenue Strategic 
Redevelopment Plan from MS Consultants was 
presented on March 31. Council, Planning Commis-
sion, and Board of Zoning Appeals will be work-
ing to break down the presentation and determine 
how to best implement the information that was 
provided. We are also implementing a Storefront 
Renovation program to encourage business owners 
to improve the business properties in Wickliffe. You 
can contact our Economic Development Manager 
Monica Drake for more information or go to we-
planwickliffe.com.

Enjoy the remainder of Spring and the be-
ginning of Summer. Tune in to “The Mayor’s 

Corner” bi-weekly videos on Facebook or the 
City website for additional information. I am 
always available at 440-943-7103 or jsakacs@
cityofwickliffe.com. I look forward to seeing 
you around town!

Marlene’s Bakers Supply, a 
mainstay in Wickliffe since the 
1970s, has a new face behind 
the counter. In fact, the small 
storefront on Euclid Avenue has a 
whole new counter, too.

Alyssa Albertone, a 2008 grad-
uate of Wickliffe High School, 
took ownership of Marlene’s Bak-
ers Supply in November 2021. Af-
ter getting through the (very busy!) 
holiday season, she temporarily 
closed the shop and completed a 
renovation before re-opening to 
customers in January.

Marlene’s Bakers Supply was 
started by friends and long-time Wickliffe 
residents Mary Ann Mezacapa and Arlene Kissig 
(Mary Ann + Arlene = Marlene – get it?) more 
than 50 years ago. The business originated in 
Kissig’s basement before the duo rented their 
first space on the second floor of the Wick-Willo 
mall above the Wick-Willo Twin Cinemas. After 
the theater closed, Marlene’s moved to a space 

How Sweet It Is: Meet the New 
Owner of Marlene’s Bakers Supply

downstairs before relocating to its 
current location in the plaza at the 
corner of Lloyd Road and Euclid 
Avenue in 1986.

“Mary Ann is my great aunt,” 
says Alyssa. “So, we kept the 
business in the family!”

Before taking over Marlene’s, 
Alyssa worked in corporate mar-
keting, first in Columbus and then 
in Phoenix. She and her husband, 
Eric Sustar (WHS 2006), moved 
back to Cleveland in 2018.

“When deciding whether to 
buy the business, I knew that if 
I said no, I’d constantly wonder 

‘what if?’ It was that idea that ultimately led me 
to going all in with it.”

Marlene’s is the first and largest cake and 
candy supply store in Lake County. Over the 
last 50 years, Marlene’s has established itself 
as a go-to place for baking and candy-making 
advice and supplies.

“I love when customers tell me they’ve 
been coming to Mar-
lene’s for the last 20, 
30, 50 years. Or that 
they remember coming 
here with their mom or 
grandma.” 

If you’ve never been 
to Marlene’s, you can 
expect to find a variety 
of baking supplies including cookie cutters, cake 
pans, chocolate molds, cupcake liners, sprinkles, 
food coloring, flavoring, and candy/cake boxes. 
But arguably the most popular item available at 
Marlene’s is chocolate. Specifically, Merckens 
chocolate, a specialty chocolate wafer designed 
for candy-making, molding, and dipping without 
the need for tempering.

Speaking of chocolate, the shop always has 
a selection of homemade candies and treats to 
purchase, including peanut butter cups, pecan 
turtles, and nonpareils, as well as chocolate-
covered Oreos and pretzels. 

Alyssa is also working hard to expand some 

REMEMBRANCE
CELEBRATION

following the 
Memorial Day Ceremony 

at Wickliffe City Hall
Monday, May 30, 2022
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Join us for a
Family-Friendly Event
   Food Trucks
   Face Painter
   DJ & Tunes

We Honor and Remember
The Brewer-Tarasco American Legion Post 

#7 presents the Memorial Day Parade Monday, 
May 30 at 10 a.m. The parade will travel along 
Euclid Avenue from Worden Road to Bishop 
Road then to Wickliffe City Hall, where the 
ceremony to honor our service men and women 
will commence at 11 a.m. The American Legion, 
Sons of the American Legion, Ladies Auxiliary, 
Scouts, and all youth sports organizations will 
organize in the Premier Development parking 
lot by 9:30 a.m. All other non-political organiza-
tions will organize behind OLMC by 9:30 a.m. 
Wrapped candy may be distributed to onlookers. 
Please contact Gary Minadeo with questions 
via email at garyminadeo@gmail.com. Poppy 
donations begin May 23 at the Post and various 
locations throughout Wickliffe.

new areas of the business, specifically custom 
treat trays. These trays are completely custom-
izable and are the perfect addition to birthday 
parties, graduation par-
ties, bridal and baby 
showers, and even wed-
dings. The trays include 
a variety of chocolate-
covered treats and can-
dies and can be custom-
ized to match any color 
scheme or theme.

Whether you’ve been shopping there for 
years, or have never walked through the doors, 
be sure to swing by Marlene’s soon to check out 
the updated space and say hello to the new owner.

Marlene’s Bakers Supply is located at 29225 
Euclid Avenue (next to Dollar General). Hours 
are Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

DON’T MISS the SpecIal 
RecReaTION pull-Out 

SecTION - Inside
pages 9, 10, 11 & 12
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Wickliffe City Council 
meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 7 p.m. Council 
Meetings and Committee of Council Meetings are held in Coun-
cil Chambers at Wickliffe City Hall. Council Meetings offer resi-
dents the opportunity to address City Council during Audience 
Participation. Committee Meetings  are  scheduled as needed by 
Committee chairs to discuss items placed into committee. Watch 

BoardDocs or the city website for meeting dates.

Join us for a meeting!

The Codified Ordinances of the City of Wickliffe can be 
accessed through the link on the city website 

www.cityofwickliffe.com or https://codelibrary. 
amlegal.com/codes/wickliffe/latest/overview for 

anyone who is curious about City laws.

Please Keep Our Parks Clean

Below is a list of the topics currently (as of the March 28 meeting) listed 
on City Council’s Task List.  

The list is itemized by Committee.  Committee Chairs call open meetings 
to discuss these topics as needed.  

Notification of meetings are published and anyone may attend.  Watch 
the News Herald’s Agendas List or the City website (cityofwicklifffe.com) 
for upcoming Committee Meetings.

Committee of the Whole Finance Committee
Lake County Storm Water Program Detention Pond
Hybrid Meetings Portable Radios for Emergency Services    
Johnson Estate Sidewalks 
Cameras for Council Meetings Parks and Properties Committee
Amphitheatre Parks and Recreation Commission Recommendations
LED Streetlights
Walking Path at Coulby Safety Committee  
 Free Study at East 300th St. & Ridge Rd. 
Legislation & Welfare Committee
Aggravated Menacing Improvement Committee
 Rockefeller Road Traffic Study  
Economic Development/Euclid Avenue East 298th Street Sewers    
     Re-development Committee       
Euclid Avenue Properties Utilities Committee 
Euclid Avenue Master Plan Service & Special Equipment Committee
MS Consulting Updates Energy Efficiency/Environmental Committee
 No Assignments

State
representative

Daniel
P. Troy

In Wickliffe and Lake County, and through-
out much of Ohio, too many of our senior 
citizens on fixed incomes are facing economic 
insecurity. One of the key contributory factors to 
that insecurity is the increasing burden of local 
property taxes.

Ohio established the Homestead Exemption 
program approximately 50 years ago to help 
reduce this tax burden for our poorer senior 
citizens. But the program is not regularly re-
viewed and adjusted for inflation. Meanwhile, 
home values climb, and more local levies are 
proposed and passed in order to fund needed 
programs and services. This forces many el-
derly homeowners on very limited incomes to 
sacrifice and spend less on necessities like food, 
medicine, and reliable transportation in order to 
stay in their homes.

I believe that every citizen deserves a dig-
nified retirement as a reward for a lifetime of 
hard work. No one should be forced out of their 
home and community because their property tax 
bill is too high. That’s why as your State Rep-
resentative, I have introduced House Bill 207, 
bipartisan legislation that not only increases the 
income eligibility to qualify for the Homestead 
Exemption but also increases the property valu-
ation amount that would be tax-exempt. The bill 
also requires annual adjustments for inflation 
in both categories to ensure that we don’t fall 
behind again on the benefits of this break for 
our qualifying seniors.

Yes, there is a cost to the State of Ohio 
for this proposal, as the state is required to 
reimburse local entities for the property taxes 
exempted by this program. That shouldn’t be a 
problem; we reduced state income tax rates and 
revenue by $1.6 billion last year, with most of 
that relief going to those high-income earners 
that needed it the least. Certainly, we could 

Fighting for Tax Relief for our Seniors

have used 1/16 of that amount ($100 million) 
to cover the annual cost of my proposal and 
actually helped those that really needed it – our 
fixed-income senior citizens. 

There is more that the State of Ohio can do 
to address this problem. One, we need to stop 
reducing state spending on vital services such 
as education, health, and public safety services; 
this places more of a burden on local entities to 
replace that revenue loss with more frequent 
and higher property tax levies. Two, it’s time 
that we do a comprehensive review and reform 
of Ohio’s property tax system to make sure it is 
fairer and does not overburden those least able 
to pay. I have introduced legislation to create a 
special committee to start that process.

One thing is very evident. Ohioans, includ-
ing the good people of Wickliffe, are concerned 
about the cost of living as inflation rampages. 
We are long overdue in helping our fixed-
income seniors with property tax relief. This is 
a top priority for me, and I’ll keep working to 
get it done.

As always, if you need help on any state 
matter or would like to share your opinion on 
an issue, please feel free to contact me at 614-
466-7251 or Rep60@ohiohouse.gov.

council
at Large
Matthew 
Jaworski

As part of the budget process, City Council 
approved multiple road projects for the 2022 
construction season. 

At the top of the list is Phase II of the Lake-
land Boulevard project, which will renovate the 
portion of Lakeland between Worden Road and 
Lloyd Road. 

Phase II is expected to cost just under $1.4 
million, with a $695,800 grant from the Ohio 
Public Works Commission. This will leave the 
city with an estimated project cost of $695,800. 

Work will begin later this summer and is 
should be finished by the end of the construc-
tion season. 

Last year, the City completed work on Phase 
I of Lakeland, in conjunction with the City of 
Willowick. The Wickliffe portion of the project 
went from Worden Road east to the Willowick 
border. 

Much like Phase II, we also received signifi-
cant grants from Phase I, which I discussed last 
year in my Connection articles. 

Besides Lakeland, about $1 million in other 
road improvements are set for this upcoming 
summer. 

Work will take place on E. 294th Street from 
Euclid Avenue to Park Street, Silver Street from 
Euclid Avenue to Park Street and the entirety 
of Park Street. In addition to fixing some minor 
sewer issues, each road will receive a 2-inch 
asphalt overlay. 

Normally, our city roads get a 3-inch asphalt 
overlay. However, the Mayor and a majority of 
Council members felt it made more financial 
sense to go down to a 2-inch overlay and allow 
us to do another street. 

I disagree with this thought process. Howev-
er, the majority spoke, and a decision was made. 

Another street getting some much-needed 
attention is Sherbrook, from its west end until 
it turns into Larchmont Drive. This work will 
entail new curbs, grinding the street and a 2-inch 
asphalt overlay. 

Council also approved asphalt repairs and a 

Council Approves 2022 Road Program

surface treatment for Fairway Drive and a slab 
replacement program. The slab replacement 
would focus heavily on Douglas Drive and 
Mapledale Drive.

While it may seem like a lot of work, 
the reality is the city still lacks the neces-
sary funding to keep up with all the needed 
roadwork. 

Our City Engineer does a great job in obtain-
ing outside funding from the County, NOACA 
and OPWC. However, after two charter changes, 
little city money is going into the Capital Im-
provement Fund for roads and sewers. I would 
love to see this change, but we would need a 
couple of big employers to move into the city 
and bring in thousands of jobs, which would 
create additional income tax and allow us to 
undo those charter changes. 

Contract Negotiations 
As of late March, the City has completed 

contract negotiations with five of our six unions. 
At this time, the only union we have not signed 
a deal with is the International Association of 
Fire Fighters Local 1536.

In Closing
If you need to get in touch with me, please 

email me at mjaworski@cityofwickliffe.com or 
call/text me at 440-815-1819.
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Ward 2
randy
Gerhardstein

Ward 3
Tom
Thielman

Ward 1
Jim
Bala

council 
at Large
Maria
Salotto

I am excited to share more about the Euclid 
Avenue Re-development project with you all!

Our economic development agency, MS Con-
sultants, presented some very interesting results to 
our steering committee, planning commission, as 
well as citizens in attendance at the Community 
Center on March 30.
Some preliminary direction was shared with 
respect to:

• Sidewalks: widen and repair sidewalks to 
increase pedestrian comfort.

• Parking: relocate spots for more visual appeal 
and easier sharing among businesses.

• Driveways: reduce visual gaps and eliminate 
redundant driveways.

• Public space: provide resting places for pedes-
trians … install benches, small parks, and plazas 
along the Avenue.

• Lighting: add pedestrian scaled lighting provid-
ing enhanced atmosphere of safety and aesthetic.

• Travel stops: update visually pleasing and 
covered travel stops with lighting and amenities.

• Road configurations: including “road diets” 
that would allow for center turning lanes, less speed-
ing, easier walking and biking.

The other major discussion was centered around 
the three development “Hubs” proposed:

• Lincoln and Euclid Hub
• Central I &A Hub

Euclid Avenue Re-Development

• East Town Center Hub
Many suggestions were made with respect to 

the type of development that should occur in these 
three areas. There was robust discussion and idea ex-
change surrounding the Hubs, and, we look forward 
to continuing work on a master plan encompassing 
those directions and insights. Once a master plan is 
completed, it will be much easier to partner with 
developers and interested commercial entities.

MS consultants should have their final plan 
ready for viewing by the end of April. It will be 
exciting for us all to learn more about their recom-
mendations at weplanwickliffe.com.

If anyone should have any additional questions 
please feel free to contact me anytime at MSalotto@ 
CityofWickliffe.com or 216-469-8173.

Welcome Spring!
First of all, I would like to thank council for 

passing the budget for 2022. One of the highlights 
of the budget is funds dedicated to roadwork. 
This is the most road work the city has done in 
many years. Roads scheduled for improvement 
include: East 294th, South Silver Street, Park 
Street, Sherbrook Drive, Lakeland Boulevard and 
Fairway Drive.

I also would like to thank the Wickliffe Eagles, 
Truline Industries and all the individuals for donat-
ing to the Wickliffe PD K-9 program. This will 
be a great addition to our police force for many 
years to come.

With the warmer weather, please be sure to 
support the youth programs at our beautiful parks. 
If your child has not signed up for summer camp, 
sports, or any club, please be sure to do so. Please 
take advantage of all the things the city leagues 
and Recreation Department have to offer such as 

football, baseball, soccer, swimming, and softball. 
It is a wonderful way for young children to be part 
of a team atmosphere and make new friends. Kids: 
Make sure to bug your coach to take you for ice 
cream after the game. Sorry coaches! Been there!!

Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at jbala@cityofwickliffe.com

Enjoy!

I have been asked by my friends and family, 
“What does a Councilman do?” I have to say 
that isn’t an easy question to answer, because 
Council Members do a lot more than I thought 
before being elected to Wickliffe City Council. 

Serving as a Councilperson is more than just 
showing up at two council meetings a month. A 
Councilperson’s term is four (4) years. Coun-
cil is responsible for passage of ordinances 
and resolutions, representing the community, 
responding to constituents, and reviewing and 
approving the City’s annual budget. 

Every council member is assigned to differ-
ent committees and commissions. All council 
members are assigned to the Committee of the 
Whole, the Finance Committee, the Safety Com-
mittee, and the Improvement Committee. There 
are additional committees of Council, including: 
the Legislation and Welfare Committee, the 
Service & Special Equipment Committee, the 
Utilities Committee, the Parks and Properties 
Committee, the Energy Efficiency/Environmen-
tal Committee and the Economic Development/
Euclid Avenue Re-Development Committee. 

Also, each council member is assigned to at least 
one of the City’s commissions as the Council Repre-
sentative. The commissions are made up of residents 
who volunteer their time for the good of the city; 
they do not get paid for serving on a commission. 
The City commissions are: the Planning Commis-
sion, the Board of Zoning Appeals, the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, the Senior Center Board, 
the Keep Wickliffe Beautiful Commission, the En-
vironmental Commission, the Provo House Guild, 
the Cemetery Board, the Volunteer Fire Department 
Fund Board, and the Board of Tax Review. 

The city’s committees and some of the commis-
sions meet when necessary. Some commissions and 
boards meet monthly. All committee and commis-
sion meetings are open to the public - meeting times 
and locations can be found on the city’s website.

This year I was assigned to be the Chairman 
of Council’s Legislation and Welfare Commit-
tee. This committee deals with either modifying 

What Does a City Council Member Do?

or creating new ordinances. This year we have 
held two meeting so far; one meeting dealt with 
modifying the sandwich board sign ordinance, 
and the other was to discuss creating a new 
ordinance to prohibit lighting off fireworks. I 
am also assigned to the following committees 
of Council: Service and Special Equipment, En-
ergy Efficiency/Environmental, and Economic 
Development/Euclid Avenue Re-Development.

I was also assigned to be the Council Represen-
tative to the Environmental Commission (which 
meets the second Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at the Community Center) and the Provo House 
Guild (which meets as needed). For those who don’t 
know, the Provo House has been recommended to 
be removed due to the condition of the building.

Council Members also deal with resident’s 
concerns, which I think is the most important 
part of the job (and for me is the most enjoyable 
part). We are all here for you, the residents, and 
what is best for our City.

I hope you found this article informative. City 
Council is so much more than just two days a 
month, and, like any other thing in life, you only get 
out of it what you are willing to put into it. I want 
to thank the residents for allowing me to represent 
you; it is my honor and privilege to serve as your 
Councilman, and I enjoy it more than you know.

If anyone needs me, I can be reached by 
phone or text at 440-343-2183 or by email at 
rgerhardstein@cityofwickliffe.com.

Since being elected, my most asked question 
is simply “how is it going” and “do you get a 
lot of complaints.” In passing I answer that “it’s 
going well and not too bad on the complaints.” 
And it’s primarily going well because the resi-
dents of Wickliffe did not make a mistake in 
electing Mayor Joe Sakacs. Daily he has shown 
a passion for the job, a conviction to bring dif-
ferencing opinions together, and is constantly 
looking for a fresh vision for Wickliffe’s future 
that includes safety, family life, and economic 
development. I have also witnessed firsthand 
that he has made quick trusted relationships with 
our neighboring Mayors and County officials. 
These relationships are important as we work to 
move Wickliffe forward. 

As far as complaints, I don’t feel I am doing 
as well in that department. I wish I could get 
everyone’s snowplow driver to show up, or 
neighbor to clean-up their yard, or be able to 
solve some chronic issues. But I can’t…well at 
least not immediately. For the complaints that 
did get resolutions, I give all credit to the great 
staff in the Building and Service departments 
for their assistance. 

In my last article, I mentioned that I was not 
a fan of the status quo, because it’s not working 
for Wickliffe. I am glad to report that the City’s 
newly passed budget is not status quo and moves 
the city forward. Yes, some may say it’s not bal-
anced, so that makes it fundamentally flawed. 
I don’t feel that is true. I have no problem sup-
porting a budget that provides a full-time School 
Resource Officer for the new campus, authorizes 
our Safety Forces to fill needed positions, that 
opens both pools, makes funds available for a 
full-time property maintenance inspector, has 
funds for improving the Jindra Park walking 
path, fixes the cart path at Green Ridge, paves 
more roads than in years past (including Lake-
land Boulevard part two), and provides stimulus 
for economic development. This budget is well 
within our capabilities all without hurting the 
bottom line. As I have repeatedly said, if the city 
is not moving forward, we are falling behind. 

One new program I support is the Commer-
cial Renovation Reimbursement Grant Program. 
It incentivizes commercial building improve-
ments by providing a matching grant equal to 
50% of projects cost, with a maximum grant of 
$10,000. The goal is to leverage some public 

3-Months In 2.0

resources as an inducement for small business 
renovations that provide curb appeal and better 
aesthetics to the city. I am grateful that the Eco-
nomic Development Committee included some 
of my suggestions to the program, but I have 
some reservations about providing any grant 
money to businesses who plan on using this 
program for items that should be currently fixed 
under the Commercial Building Maintenance 
Code (1156.07). I believe the code is in place 
for a reason and the code should be enforced 
first, prior to awarding any grant money for 
improvements. 

Another big step is that the Euclid Avenue 
study is complete and has an assortment of 
planning and zoning suggestions that need more 
assessment by administration, City Council, and 
Planning Commission. One such recommenda-
tion is to move away from our current Euclidean 
zoning to Form-Based zoning. Euclidean zoning 
is a systematic approach where specific uses are 
defined for specific areas (single-family residen-
tial here, general business there). Form-Based 
zoning allows for a more dynamic mixture of 
uses, density, and styles on one site which helps 
encourage redevelopment. I support Form-
Based zoning, but it would be impractical in 
most areas of the city. I am in favor of a targeted 
approach to implement Form-Based zoning 
principals for future redevelopment projects 
like ABB, the former Middle/Elementary school 
campus, and for any other sites with enough 
mass to make Form-Based zoning effective. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me via email 
at tthielman@cityofwickliffe.com. I’d be happy 
to discuss any position I take or subject about 
the City of Wickliffe and us working together 
to move it forward. Every one of us is part of 
the Economic Development process. Let’s make 
it happen!

Ward 4
Sherry
koski

Wild Wickliffe:
Coyotes in our City

Coyotes are often seen crossing through a 
city park of golf course and are common in the 
state of Ohio. They are slender and about the 
size of a medium dog with fur colors ranging 
from gray, brown, rust to off-white. They are 
shy animals seen more frequently when breeding 
and raising their young.

January through March is breeding season 
with litters of 1-6 pups born in April and May. 
The dens are shared by 2 or 3 females that help 
care for the young. Both parents hunt and when 
weening feed the very young regurgitated meals.

At three weeks the pups begin exploring and 
are learning to hunt at 8 weeks old (most likely 
in June and July).

Families remain together through the fall 
when the pups go off to establish their own 
territories.

Coyotes are nocturnal, but are often seen dur-
ing the day when disturbed of if they don’t feel 
threatened. They easily adapt to any situation 
and are omnivores.

Rabbits, mice, insects, fruits and berries are 
their preferred meals but coyotes are opportunis-

tic and may try for an easy meal of your small 
dog or cat. If you don’t have a fenced yard make 
sure you are outside at night with your dog, 
especially if it is on a lead and would be unable 
to escape from a predator.

To discourage a coyote from your yard make 
sure garbage is in a secure container, any pet 
food is brought inside before dusk and that the 
grease trap on your outdoor grill is clean. If you 
encounter one while outside they most likely 
will run, but you can scare them off by clapping 
your hands and shouting.

If you take precautions to deter them from 
your yard and protect your small pets they will 
continue to do the important job they are meant 
to do. Coyotes keep a balanced ecosystem of 
prey and predator by keeping rodent populations 
under control.

Richard A. Solwitz, D.V.M.
Office Hours by Appt. 440-943-5120
30125 Euclid Ave., Wickliffe

Booking the best in 
children’s entertainment

440-944-0278
Call us for clowns, balloon artists, 

face painters, magicians, 
caricature/henna/airbrush artists, 

costume characters, science & bubble 
shows, inflatables, fun foods & much more!

www.flower-entertainment.com
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My Goal is to Bring You Home

City Departments

By Tony Zorko

Firefighter/Paramedic

Perhaps you have heard of Ohio House Bill 
172? This is a piece of legislature signed by 
Ohio’s Governor in November 2021. Its purpose 
was to make the discharge of consumer fireworks 
legal in Ohio during specific, designated times of 
the year (like the Fourth of July) on your property 
or on property where you have permission. 

Previously, only items like sparklers and 
smoke bombs were allowable. Other fireworks 
purchased in Ohio had to be taken out of state 
within 48 hours of purchase. 

This new legislation goes into effect July 1, 
2022. However, there was an exemption that ap-
plies to the City of Wickliffe. Specifically, the 
law allows municipalities to add restrictions or 
opt-out entirely. Allow me to explain. 

Although fireworks are now permissible with 
some restrictions in the State of Ohio, communi-
ties like Wickliffe have the discretion to keep them illegal as they had been previously. Therefore, 
fireworks are still illegal in the City of Wickliffe. This includes city property (like parks) as 
well as businesses and residences within city limits. 

Legally speaking: (City of Wickliffe Codified Ordinances)
549.15 DISCHARGING FIREWORKS PROHIBITED
“Fireworks” means any composition or device prepared for the purpose of producing a visible 

or audible effect by combustion, deflagration, or detonation except ordinary matches and except 
as provided in Section 1519.05

(a) No person shall discharge fireworks in the City of Wickliffe unless that person is a licensed 
exhibitor of fireworks.

(b) Whoever violates subsection (a) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on the first 
offense and a fourth degree misdemeanor on each subsequent offense.

A traditional sparkler alone burns at 1,200 degrees. Think about the fire hazard posed by 
commercial-grade fireworks. We have all seen fireworks (both amateur and professional) that 
don’t perform as expected. Keep in mind, most homes in our city are about a driveway’s width 
from their neighbor. 

Once a firework is launched, where does it come down? Onto your roof? Your neighbor’s? Into 
your neighbor’s garden bed against their house? Through a window and into someone’s home? Onto 
or into an adjoining business? From the Fire Department’s perspective, I think you get the point.

That is why we say there is no such thing as safe fireworks. Those still illegal in Wickliffe, 
despite HB 172, pose not only a fire hazard, but risks of severe injury as well. If you’re in close 
proximity of one that explodes you could suffer a burn or injury to a limb (hand) or face (eyes/ 
hearing). This is guaranteed to ruin your holiday. 

So what do we recommend? Leave fireworks displays to the professionals. The Lake County 
Captains host fireworks not only around the Fourth of July, but most home weekend games all 
summer long. Sparklers and smoke bombs, although not illegal, still pose a safety hazard. Ensure 
they’re used outdoors, with plenty of supervision, and room enough to ensure the safety of users 
and bystanders. 

Be patient. Summer will be here before you know it. 
Stay safe, healthy, and well.
Editor’s Note: The City of Wickliffe will be joining the cities of Willowick and Eastlake 

hosting fireworks at the Captain’s Stadium on the 4th of July.

Changes to Ohio’s Fireworks Law

SGT. BreTT PeePLeS

Wickliffe Police officers patrol the community through a variety of methods, one of which 
is on bicycles. Bicycles are very effective for certain aspects of police patrol and enforcement, 
particularly in areas where patrol vehicles have difficulty accessing. The Wickliffe Police Depart-

ment bicycle patrol operates under 
the supervision of Sgt. Peeples and 
currently consists of four specially 
trained officers in urban mountain 
bicycle patrol. Two to three officers 
will be added to the WPD bicycle 
patrol in 2022. The bicycle patrol 
assignment is an additional duty of 
patrol personnel. Each bicycle patrol 
officer attends a 40-hour training class 
and is IPMBA (International Police 
Mountain Bike Association) certified. 

Although riding a bicycle is relatively easy because most of us learned to do so as children, rid-
ing while on patrol presents some challenges. Officers are trained in riding bicycles over rough 
terrain, including on stairways, steep inclines, in confined spaces, at night, and under adverse 
weather conditions. Officers are adept at riding in crowds at special events and maneuvering at 
very slow speeds. Officers also practice quick dismounting techniques, which are necessary when 
overtaking someone fleeing from police, and then making an apprehension. Bicycle patrol provides 
a more proactive approach in utilizing officers 
for random specialized patrol in problem areas 
of the city for crime prevention, detection, and 
enforcement. In addition, the bike patrol officers 
provide additional public relations with residents 
in city parks, neighborhoods, and businesses 
throughout the city. Bicycle patrol offers a more 
covert form of patrol to locate criminal activity, 
but is also a more approachable form of patrol, 
enhancing a more personal and casual relation-
ship between the community and the police 
department. While not on patrol, the bike patrol 
officers are also involved with parades, festivals, 
the annual Wickliffe Police Bike Rodeo, and 
offer a higher police presence during Halloween 
Trick-or-Treating. While on patrol or at special 
events, officers can teach bicycle safety and an-
swer questions you may have regarding bicycle 
laws. You may also consider registering your 
bicycle with the police department with a WPD 
bicycle license. A Wickliffe Police Department bicycle license costs $1 and provides the police 
department with current bicycle owner information in cases where a bicycle is reported lost or 
stolen and has been recovered by the police department. If you see our officers riding bicycles 
through your neighborhood, please feel free to wave us down. We would be happy to speak with 
you, as we enjoy meeting our residents and are eager to address any concerns you might have.

Wickliffe Police Department 
Uniform Bicycle Patrol Unit

Wick-Cares Program
This Wickliffe program for seniors 60 and over has ongoing registration through the 

Wickliffe Police Department. 
In collaboration with the Ohio Department on Aging, registered participants receive 

an automated daily telephone call as a wellness check, based on a time set up by the indi-
vidual. The participant answers the phone and pushes a key and “all is good.” If the call 
is not answered, two additional calls are placed to that number before a call to the police 
department is made. The police department will have additional contact information, and 
if it is determined an in-person well check is necessary, a lock box key is used to by Police 
to enter without damage to the residence.

Please contact Randy Gerhardstein at 440-343-2183 or rgerhardstein@cityofwickliffe.
com or the Wickliffe Community Policing office at 440-943-7134 for additional informa-
tion or to sign yourself or a loved one up for this program. You can also find a link on the 
top banner on the home page of the city website cityofwickliffe.com.
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WICKLIFFE 
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
29955 Ridge Road P.O. Box 436

Wickliffe, OH 44092 • 440-585-8412
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

ALL ARE WELCOME
Thrift Store & Food Pantry 
serving the community

JAB SUPPLY
READY-MIX
CONCRETE

•  RECYCLED AGGREGATES AVAILABLE  •

30155 EUCLID AVENUE
WICKLIFFE, OHIO 44092

440-585-1010
CSM.JABSUPPLY@GMAIL.COM

Please support our local establishments!

Welcome to these Businesses new to Wickliffe as of Spring 2022

BWXT Nuclear 
Operations Group, Inc.

PH8 Restaurant & Lounge

Wisdoms Way 

Yes it’s Fresh (Jac’s)

Top of the Top D’s Fitness

Bailey’s Bark

Marlene’s Baker Supply

Marthon Sports 
Bar & Lounge

Cutting Edge Metrology LLC

Styled Profile 
Barber & Beauty, LLC

Jennifer K. & Associates

Gatorback Tree Service, LLC

FinishSmith

Happy 70th Birthday to Jerry’s Dari Pride! 
This Wickliffe institution has been serving our 
community for 70 years. Most of us who grew 
up in Wickliffe can remember going to Jerry’s 
after a game – win or lose – for a cone or other 
fabulous ice cream treat. 

Jerry’s, which operates from late March 
through October, was begun in 1952. Original 
owner Jerry Olivo originally began selling ice 
cream for 5 cents a scoop in what was then the 
Flying Saucer Drive-In building. Jerry’s dad 
owned Tommy’s Drive In, which was a restaurant 
at the corner of Worden Road and Euclid Avenue. 
After high school, Jerry opened the Dari Pride and the Wickliffe tradition began. 

Jerry’s family continues to carry on the tradition. It is truly a family business, and has offered 
a first job to many Wickliffe teens. Jerry’s has supported numerous athletic teams over the years 
– and players look forward to heading there after a game! There are the “die hards” who are there 
every opening day and final day of the season, as well as weekly all summer. 

In addition to soft serve ice cream treats, Jerry’s now offers Hershey’s ice cream flavors. You 
can also get a great hot dog if you need to have lunch or dinner first! Ice cream favorites include 
crunch coat and the Chocolate Nut Dip – what is your favorite Jerry’s treat?

Thank you to all who support Jerry’s Dari Pride! If you are new to Wickliffe and haven’t tried 
it yet, now’s the time! If you have a “tried and true favorite,” try a new menu item next time 
you’re there!

Congratulations to Jerry’s for 70 years in business and Thank You for serving all our favorites! 

Jerry’s Dari Pride Celebrate 70 years
Community

SR2 Bridge Construction
April 28/29 & One weekend in June/July
Worden Road CLOSED at SR2 Bridge

REMEMBRANCE
CELEBRATION

following the 
Memorial Day Ceremony 

at Wickliffe City Hall
Monday, May 30, 2022
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Join us for a
Family-Friendly Event
   Food Trucks
   Face Painter
   DJ & Tunes
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Welcome spring!
We’re happy winter is moving into spring, and we’re sure you are, too. Spring brings out the 

flowers and our Hometown Hero Banners. Watch the banners go up in May as we kick-off our 
salute to the local veterans in the Wickliffe Memorial Day parade. Thank you to all our veterans 
near and far. We greatly appreciate your service to our country. 

As we look forward to the weather getting warmer, you can begin planning for fun in the sun 
as the days will be getting longer. We are pleased to announce Rock The Mansion at Coulby Park 
will return Saturday, Sept. 10.

As always, a few hours of your time will help us host a great concert. Volunteer today! Contact 
us at wickliffeforever@gmail.com.

Community

American Legion 
Needs Your Help!

We are collecting lap blankets/afghans (bagged) and have collection 
boxes for: new toiletries, new sox and nonperishable food for the VA 
CBOC Willoughby (Outreach Center). There is a significant need for these items for veterans 
since COVID started two years ago. Our Auxiliary is NOT able to bring hospitality or Bingo 
to those in the VA Wade Park hospital, so they miss our lap blankets/afghans. Any help would 
be appreciated! Contact Legion Asst. Post Service Officer, Renee 440-781-5744 or email: 
rchosen@sbcglobal.net for questions/pickup. American Legion Post 7, 29919 Euclid Avenue 
is open Monday-Saturday 1 to 8 p.m., Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.; or call for closures: 440-585-4191. 

Wickliffe Residents 
Milestone Birthdays

Happy Birthday

Do you know a Wickliffe resident (family member, friend or neighbor)
who has (or will be) celebrating a milestone birthday (age 85 or over)? Con-
tact Sandi at Wickliffe City Hall 440-943-7105 to let her know. 
Resident birthdays must be called in each year for inclusion in this section. 
We will recognize our “Over 85” residents!

Dan Zall – 87 (June)

Fr. Greg Olszewski
Administrator

Fr. Joe O’Donnell
Senior Parochial Vicar

29850 Euclid Ave., Wickliffe
440-585-0700-Rectory Office

www.olmcwickliffe.org

Welcome! 
Come and Join Us

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Annual Parish Festival is a well-known and long-standing tradition 
in the Western Lake County area. This year we will have a one-day Festival on Friday, June 24, 
2022 located at Wickliffe Italian-American Club down the street from the church on Euclid Ave. 
Celebrating our 30th anniversary, OLMC’s Festival routinely attracts more than 20,000 visitors 
from around the Greater Cleveland area and beyond. 

With a variety of food and beverage options, games, music, and much more, there is something 
for almost every age group to enjoy. The food is notable because it is done on-site, there are no 
outside vendors preparing food. 

We have two bands featured for our live musical entertainment this year. KC & Co., a popular 
local band with a diverse song list, will keep you hopping on the dance floor from 3-5 p.m. Playing 
from 6 p.m. to Midnight is Old Skool Cleveland. A band voted Best Cover Band in Cleveland 
2019, is a high energy band with an ever-evolving song list, they’ll rock anything with that “Old 
Skool” flava. Playing true to form tribute to the ‘80s & ‘90s Golden Age of Hip Hop, R&B, Dance, 
Pop, Rock, Funk, and even some classic Disco or Current Hits. 

For more family fun there are children’s games, Whipple the Face Painter and Swifty the 
Clown, a Master Balloon Artist. We have Games of Chance going day to night of Money Wheels, 
Instants and Sideboards. 

This year we will have a Grand Prize 50/50 Raffle and a Basket Auction. Tickets for the Raffle 
will be on sale on the church front lawn, after all Masses and at the parish office. 

OLMC Parish Festival provides needed funds for the Church, Mater Dei Academy, and allows 
us to sponsor, through the Saint Vincent de Paul Society, a Hot Meal program and a Food Pantry. 
There are hundreds of volunteers every year that work very hard to make this Festival a reality. 
This is sure to be another not to miss event! We hope to see you on June 24!

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Annual Parish Festival

Attention Business owners
Do you own and operate a business in Wickliffe?

Would you like additional support from your community?
Consider advertising in the Wickliffe Connection!

This home-town newspaper is delivered to each residence in 
Wickliffe as well as multiple Wickliffe businesses where 

it is available for patrons to pick up and peruse.
Contact Loretta Dakes at 440-943-7125 for more information.

KC & Co. 3-5 PM
Old Skool Cleveland
6 PM-Midnight

Friday 2 PM-Midnight
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FAMILY OWNED AND 
OPERATED FOR 48 YEARS!

29400 Euclid Avenue

Wickliffe, Ohio 44092

(440) 585-1515

Wickliffe Ignition
Randy & Monica

Gerhardstein

Like us on Facebook

Community
Chiropractic at the Olympic Games

Dr. Paul Infield represented Northeast Ohio 
and the chiropractic community at the 2022 Bei-
jing Olympic Games. He participated as a team 
physician named to the USA delegation. 

Dr. Infield is a Wickliffe resident and a mem-
ber of the Wickliffe Environmental Commission. 
He has a family practice in Euclid (Infield Chiro-
practic) where he has been practicing for 10 years. 
His clinical experience and skill set have earned 
him the honor of an invite to the Olympic Games. 
He was one of only 6 chiropractors nationwide 
who were invited and properly credentialed to 
make the trip to Beijing.

When the invitation to the Olympic Games 
came, Dr. Infield was both grateful and humbled by the opportunity. Dr. Paul stated, “Almost a 
month away from my family and patients is hard. It’s strictly volunteer based as I take care of our 
team while they compete representing our nation. It’s an honor to take care of the athletes who 
have worked tirelessly to represent our country for the Olympic Games. At the games, we are one 
team, removed from politics, and the athletes are competing purely for sport next to all the other 
great nations of the world! It’s a truly amazing environment.”

Dr. Infield originally began with rotations at the Olympic Training Center in Lake Placid, 
NY. He has worked with various USA teams 
since 2016. In 2018, he began traveling with 
USA Luge for international events. He has been 
medical support for multiple World Champion-
ship tournaments overseas as the national team 
chiropractor for USA Luge athletes.

“I’m grateful to be home. Chiropractic has 
taken me all over the world. I have helped athletes 
compete in sport, participated in humanitarian 
endeavors in the jungle of Brazil, and most im-
portantly I have the opportunity to help the people 
of my community on a daily basis.”

Go Team USA!

Dr. Paul with Team USa Luge Members.

olympic Sliding Track in Beijing, china.

Girl Scouts gift GaGa Pit to Coulby Park
By kerri DaviDSon anD Donna LaWrence

Girl Scout Troop 70950 recently earned 
their Bronze Award by planning and building 
a GaGa Pit at Coulby Park in the playground 
area. The girls learned of this game during 
camp a few years ago and it has been one of 
their fondest memories.

They decided they wanted to share their 
love of GaGa Ball with the Wickliffe com-
munity. Wickliffe residents now have their 
own pit to enjoy and they don’t have to travel 
to another city to play. As soon as they decided 
this was going to be their project, the wheels were set to motion.

The troop held a meeting to present the plans to former Mayor John Barbish, and he loved 
the idea! He helped by working with the Service Department for the best location for the pit to 
be built. Thanks to troop member, Cadence Crowder, she quickly volunteered her dad, Dustin 
Crowder, who is a Construction Estimator with Agility Construction, to help the girls with the 

planning and building.
The girls wrote letters to Mentor Lumber and 

owner Ed Boesken of Agility Construction, ask-
ing for donations. Both companies graciously 
offered materials. On a chilly Saturday morning 
in October the girls gathered, and with the direc-
tion of Mr. Crowder and the assistance of some 
helpful parents, the building began!

Every girl took part in the process and many 
of them learned how to use tools for the first 
time, which they were quite proud of! They 
hope friends and families learn to enjoy this 
game for years to come! The Troop will be 
planning an event to introduce the game to the 
community and give you the opportunity to see 
how it is played. All you need is at least two 
people and a playground ball. Let the friendly 
competition begin!

CT Consultants, Inc. was incorporated in 1922 and has consistently provided services for 
municipal needs such as: transportation, water, wastewater, and land development design. 

The City of Wickliffe has engaged CT Consultants to build and design the sophisticated infra-
structure necessary to reinforce improvements within the community. 

Their talent-focused culture is the foundation of CT’s success. They have a reputation for re-
taining experienced professionals to assist clients like Wickliffe 
by taking the weight off the Administration’s shoulders due to 
their knowledge and experience. 

Over the many decades of serving Wickliffe, CT has dis-
played the commitment necessary by designing and positively 
influencing the daily life of Wickliffe residents. 

CT is a privately held company that serves clients through-
out the United States, as well as internationally. They have 
grown to more than 300 employees throughout five states with 
24 current shareholders. Several of the shareholders have strong 
Wickliffe roots having graduated from Wickliffe High School. 

CT celebrates 100 years!

Now Celebrating our 100-Year Anniversary
100 Years United. Driving Change. Helping People.

We are proud to be celebrating our 100-Year 
Anniversary, a full century of responding to our 
community’s most pressing needs. While the type 
of support we provide changes with the needs of 
our community, the one remaining constant is 
our resolution to build a better community for 
all. Today we fight to drive lasting change in the 
areas of education, income, and health – the building blocks for a good quality life.

There is no better way to celebrate our growth over the last one-hundred years, than to share 
a bit about the generosity of our community.

• Upon our inception in 1922, United Way held its first fundraising drive and raised just enough 
funds to buy a car for the community’s only visiting nurse.

• In 1958, United Way supporters provided gifts totaling one-hundred and thirty-seven thousand 
dollars to benefit eight nonprofits who served our community.

• Fast forward to the last ten years, and United Way of Lake County has raised over 24 million 
dollars in support of nearly 50 nonprofits. During this same 10-year time period, over one million 
services were provided to those in need.

Based on our last ten-year period, can you imagine the collective impact that has been made 
over the last one-hundred years and the enormous difference our supporters have made in the lives 
of those in need? We can. And we are grateful to our community partners, donors, advocates, and 
volunteers who have joined us to make a difference in the lives of the most vulnerable among us.
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Community

H & M Concrete & Sewer Company, Inc. 
& Basement Waterproofing

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

*** StOp ***
BASEMENt LEAKS NOW!

#1 SEWER BACKFLOW 
pREvENtER INStALLER! 

LICENSED IN LAKE COUNTY

44 
th 

Anniversary
• 1978 •2022

Honest, Quality Work Since 1978 • Ask Your Neighbors About Us!

vEt & SENIOR DISCOUNtS*
*Ad must be presented at time of estimate consultation

• All Cement Work
• All Sewer Work
• All POS Requirements 

(including repairs & camera work)

FREE EStIMAtES (440) 951-9259

BASEMENt
WAtERpROOFING
Waterproofing done all year round

www.bryansuns.com
(440) 585-9232
info@bryansuns.com

28502 Euclid Ave.
Wickliffe, OH 44092

Oh Lic # 15297

Sale / Service / Installation
Patrick, Michael & Brian LeQuyea

Help Keep Our Parks Clean

News from
Blue Devils GO program give WHS 
student free access to Laketran

This school year, Wickliffe Schools collaborated with Laketran to provide an additional 
transportation opportunity for high school students to increase access to real world learning op-
portunities and community resources in Lake County. 

Blue Devils GO is an innovative partnership that will allow Wickliffe High School students, 
grades 9-12, to ride Laketran’s Local Route 1-9 free of charge wherever they are traveling – be 
it to campus, internships, activities, local resources, or after school jobs.

We are excited to offer this program as it will provide a reliable and affordable way for students 
to access educational and economic opportunities, as well as bring awareness to public transporta-
tion,” shared Laketran CEO Ben Capelle.

Students have many route options when choosing public transportation as a way to go; These 
routes connect to destinations around the county.

The program is now available and easy to sign up. Parents and guardians must give permission 
for their child to participate in the program. Students can get a registration from the school’s main 
office or download the form on Laketran’s website and return it to the WHS office.

Laketran expands services times 
on Wickliffe’s Route 2 bus line

To improve access to jobs and other local community resources, Laketran recently increased 
the frequency of its Route 2 bus line to operate every 40 minutes on weekdays. Route 2 travels 
through Wickliffe, Willoughby and Mentor and connects with Greater Cleveland RTA at Euclid 
Avenue and E. 276 Street. 

The additional frequency provides riders with 14 new departures throughout the day providing 
more opportunities when passengers can catch the bus. 

Operated by Laketran’s zero emission, all electric buses, Route 2 serves the public library, post 
office and many restaurant and shopping destinations along Euclid Avenue. Route 2 riders can 
also transfer at the Wickliffe Park-n-Ride on Lakeland Boulevard to commute or visit downtown 
Cleveland.

From the Wickliffe Park-n-Ride, residents can also transfer to Laketran’s Route 3 to access 
Lakeshore Boulevard and additional Laketran and RTA routes at Shoregate Shopping Center.

Also serving Wickliffe, Laketran Route 6 travels from Shoregate Shopping Center along Wor-
den Road to Ridge Road and continues to the Shops of Willoughby Hills. Route 6 also serves the 
Wickliffe Senior Center and Wickliffe High School. 

Wickliffe High Schools students can ride Routes 1-9 free all summer long through the Blue 
Devils GO program. Students must sign-up at Wickliffe High School’s main office. 

For new bus times or more information about Laketran, please visit www.laketran.com.

Wickliffe Student takes Second Place 
as Laketran unveils winning design 
of student Bus Wrap Art Contest

Laketran is pleased to announce 
the winners of our annual Design a 
Bus Wrap Art Contest. Area students 
were encouraged to design a bus wrap 
showcasing the theme “Building a 
Greener Lake County” and could 
include iconic images of Lake County 
and/or promote public transportation.

Leland Kranz, a sophomore at 
Mentor High School, won first prize 
for his design entry themed, “Cleaner 
Lake for a Cleaner Lake County.” As 
the top winner, Kranz’s design will be 
displayed on one of Laketran’s Dial-
a-Ride buses for six months.

The 2nd Place winner was Maggie 
Cantley of Wickliffe High School and 
the 3rd Place winner was Kara Kelly 
of Shore Middle School.

“After the success of last year, 
we’ve decided to hold the contest an-
nually. We hope to continue to grow 
the contest every year,” explained Ben 
Capelle, Laketran’s CEO. “We were 
very impressed with the creativity of 
the entries. It’s a great opportunity 
for students to showcase their talents 
while tying in the importance of public 
transit and its impact on the environ-
ment.” 

The contest was open to middle school and high school from Lake County or students enrolled 
in a Lake County school or homeschooled during the 2021-2022 school year. Area students were 
encouraged to design a bus wrap displaying the theme “Building a Greener Lake County.”

A panel consisting of transit employees, graphic art professionals, and community leaders 
served as judges for the contest.

Avery Dennison, a Lake County-based manufacturer and distributor of pressure-sensitive 
adhesive materials, donated the vinyl material used to wrap the vehicle. 

Winning designs can be viewed online at: https://laketran.com/art-contest-winners-announced/. 
The top 10 entries will be on display at Laketran’s Frank J. Polivka Transit Center at Lakeland 

Community College. 
Congratulations Maggie!!!!

From Left to right: Laketran communications Specialist kerry Jonke, Wickliffe HS art 
Teacher Melanie ross, Maggie cantley, Laketran Director of communications Julia 
Schick, Wickliffe HS assistant Principal Dr. Larry Balduff.

Exp. 07/31/22 Exp. 07/31/22

SATURDAY
ALL YOU CAN EAT

Rigatoni w/Meatballs $1155

FRIDAY
ALL YOU CAN EAT

Pollock $1300

www.pettis-pizza.com

Spaghetti or Rigatoni 
Dinner 1/2 Price

Are you NEW to 
Wickliffe?

Please call or 
email Sandi 

to receive a NEW 
RESIDENT 

PACKET 
440-943-7105 or 

sfink@
cityofwickliffe.com
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Recreation

Wickliffe Recreation - 2022 
The Wickliffe Recreation Department is located on the first floor of Wickliffe City Hall, 28730 
Ridge Rd. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday thru Friday. For information on any of 
the programs listed, visit www.cityofwickliffe.com or call 440-943-7120. Refer questions to our 
Recreation Director, Timothy E. Stopp at tstopp@cityofwickliffe.com. Follow the Wickliffe 
Recreation Department on Facebook for program updates and information. If you would like to 
sponsor one of the many community events hosted by the Recreation Department, give us a call. 
We are always looking for sponsors to help offset the expense of programs.

Photo Policy
Photos are often taken at our special events, programs, and camps to preserve 
the memory of the past and to promote future activities. These photos are 
exclusively used by the City of Wickliffe.

WICKLIFFE COMMUNITY CENTER
The Wickliffe Community Center located at 900 Worden Road is open for evening exercise 

classes and other community activities Monday through Thursday from 5 to 9 p.m. Wickliffe 
adults (age 18-54) may purchase an annual membership pass for $10 to use the exercise room 
during evening hours. Memberships are only available for Wickliffe residents 18 and older. 

Membership is not required to enroll in certain programs, classes, meetings, or special events. 
Please call our office for further information or visit the city website www.cityofwickliffe.com.

RENTAL GUIDELINES
Room rentals to Wickliffe residents are now available Friday evenings after 5 p.m. and on Satur-
day and Sunday from noon until 9 p.m. Please contact the Wickliffe Recreation Department for 
availability, rates and capacity information at 440-943-7120. Payment will secure a date.
A security deposit of $100 is required along with a second payment in the amount of the total 
rental fee which includes set up and clean up time. Payment and paperwork can be executed at 
the Recreation Department located in City Hall.

EVENING INSTRUCTION
Program Policies / Class Registration / Payment
With guidance and consultation from the Recreation Director, instructors determine class pricing, 
size, make-ups, refunds, and cancellations. Classes and programs are offered to both residents and 
non-residents. Fees may vary. Pre-registration is requested, encouraged and expected for evening 
Recreation classes that are offered at the Wickliffe Community Center. Contact the Recreation 
Department at 440-943-7120 to pre-register for a class. Discounts are offered when compared to 
“drop-in” rates over a complete session. Payments should not be made to instructors, but to Rec-
reation Department representatives. Make payment by cash or by check to the “City of Wickliffe” 
prior to the start of a new session. Checks can be mailed to the Recreation Department at 28730 
Ridge Road or payment can be made in person to the Recreation Department located in the rear 
entrance of City Hall from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. A $25 processing fee will be assessed on all returned 
checks. Credit card payments may also be made to the Recreation Department in person or by phone.

Cancellations and Refunds
Each instructor determines the size of the class he/she wishes to teach. If classes must be cancelled 
due to insufficient enrollment, those who have prepaid will be notified and pre-payments will be 
refunded. If an instructor must postpone a class, a make-up lesson may be scheduled with instructor. 
If the student misses a class, most programs do not allow for make-up. No refunds will be made 
after the first class commences unless instructor gives permission. Refunds are only offered in 
extreme circumstances. A minimal processing fee will be assessed to all refunds.

Participants acknowledge and assume the potential risk of injury by the participation in recreation 
offerings and agree to waive, release, and relinquish all claims against the City of Wickliffe and 
its representatives arising from the participation in such classes/events. Management reserves the 
right to resolve any issue that may arise. 

Everyone entering the Center will be asked to sign-in with the front desk staff upon each and 
every arrival. Help us stay safe by using the sanitizing and disinfecting products that are located 
at the Center. Sanitize your hands frequently to help stop the spread of germs. As with all exercise 
classes, please consult your physician before beginning any exercise program.

AEROBICS - Instructed by Kathy Brown
A low-impact aerobics class which strengthens and tones muscles, reduces 
body fat, reduces stress, and improves cardiovascular endurance. Bring 
water, a mat, and weights. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 6-7 p.m.
6-week sessions: $60 for 12 classes, $35 for 6 classes, $8 per drop-in class.
Tuesday Sessions: current through May 10, May 17 through June 21, June 28 through Aug. 2.
Thursday Sessions: current through May 12, May 19 through June 23, June 30 through Aug. 4.

SOCIAL DANCE CLASSES (formerly known as “Ballroom Dance Class”) -
Instructed by Andrew Calori
Grab a partner, put on your dancing shoes and let’s dance! Come join us and learn 
how to ballroom/social dance. 
We offer 6-week classes in various styles of social dances; Waltz, Latin, Swing, 
Country, etc. Only $5 per class!

Mondays 7-8 p.m. Sessions: current through April 18 (no class April 25), May 2 through June 
13 (no class May 30), No classes June 20 through Aug. 1, class returns Aug. 8 through Sept. 12 
(no class Sept. 5).

CHAIR YOGA CLASS - Instructed by Cassandra Shofar
This is a modified form of yoga on or around a chair. You will gently stretch and 
strengthen with proper breathing. You will increase strength and flexibility which 
will de-stress your life. 
Wednesdays 5:30-6:15 p.m.
$40 for 6-week session, $9 per drop-in class.
Sessions: current through May 4, May 11 through June 15, Drop in rates only for June 22 and 
June 29, No class for the Month of July, Class returns Aug. 3 through Sept. 7.

YOGA CLASS - Instructed by Cassandra Shofar
Through guided yoga postures, breathing techniques, relaxation, 
and meditation, you will experience increased energy within a 
relaxed body and quiet mind. Come experience the effects of 
bringing body, mind, and spirit into harmony. All skill levels of yoga welcome. 
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m.
$45 for 6-week session, $9 per drop-in class.
Sessions: current through May 4, May 11 through June 15, Drop in rates only for June 22 and 
June 29, No class for the Month of July, 
Class returns Aug. 3 through Sept. 7.

POLYNESIAN DANCE CLASSES - Instructed by Dahmia
Learn the modern and ancient hula to enhance your grace and poise, as well as 
strengthen and tone your body. 
Thursdays 6:45-7:45 p.m. 
$40 for 6-week session or $10 per drop-in for a class. Sessions: Through June 
23 (no class May 19), June 30 through Aug. 4

TURKISH DANCE CLASSES - Instructed by Dahmia
Learn exotic Turkish dancing while you tone and tighten your muscles. 
Thursdays 7:45-8:45 p.m. 
$40 for 6-week session or $10 per drop-in for a class. 
Sessions: Through June 23 (no class May 19), June 30 through Aug. 4

ZUMBA - Instructed by Lana Niebuhr (Mondays) and Dawn Urbis (Thursdays)
Fun aerobic fitness program featuring dance and exercise routines incorporating 
interval training alternating fast and slow rhythms to help improve cardiovascular 
fitness. Get moving for your health! Great for all ages. Bring water bottle and towel 
and wear good exercise shoes.
$35 for one day per week 7-week session, $7 per drop-in class.
Monday 6:30-7:15 p.m. sessions: May 2 through June 20 (no class May 30, June 

27 and July 4), July 11 through Aug. 22 (no class Aug. 29 and Sept. 5)
Thursday 7:30-8:15 p.m. sessions: May 5 through June 16 (no class June 23 and June 30), July 7 
through Aug. 18 (no class Aug. 25 and Sept. 1).

OPEN AIR CLASSES IN THE PARKS 
PICKLEBALL BEGINNER CLINICS
Learn the basics. Beginner clinics (or refresher for those who have not 
played in a while)
Ages 16 and up
June 11 (rain date June 18) and July 9 (rain date July 16) 
10-11:30 a.m. 
Fee: $10 per person (nonrefundable)
(3 minimum per class, 8 max per class)

Sign up for one date: same information given at each lesson.
Pickleball courts are located on the Jindra Park Tennis Courts.
Pre-registration through Recreation Department required, please call 440-943-7120. 

YOGA IN THE PARK! 
Saturday, June 18 and Saturday, Aug. 13, 2022
$10 per person, per class
Join yoga instructor Cassandra Shofar for a gentle one hour Hatha-style yoga class outdoors located 
in one of our beautiful Wickliffe City Parks (actual site to be announced).
Bring a mat, towel, water and any props you wish to use and enjoy gentle stretches, invigorating 
breath-work and heart-opening movements surrounded by nature’s tranquil elements as Cassandra 
guides you through a well-rounded class topped with a deep, relaxing meditation.
Pre-register through the Recreation Department 440-943-7120.

ON-LINE OR IN-PERSON PAVILION RESERVATIONS
If you would like to avoid in-person pavilion reservation requests at City Hall, you can take 

advantage of the on-line pavilion reservation process which is outlined below. The Recreation 
Department located at City Hall can also accommodate in-person reservation requests at this time.

A $40/$50 rental fee is required for all pavilion reservations. Payment secures your reservation.
Wickliffe residents can submit a request by email all year. Forms are available on the city’s 

website from the “Recreation” tab on the homepage and then select “Parks and Pavilions.”
Fill out the form online, save it and then attach it to your request submission via email to 

Khopton at cityofwickliffe.com. Send two alternate pavilion/dates in the body of your email should 
your first request be unavailable. Requests will be reviewed in the order that they are received to 
this email address.

Residency will be verified by Wickliffe address. Payment may be made by phone or in person 
by credit card, cash or check made out to City of Wickliffe. Rental fee is refundable with a one 
week notice in writing. 

Pavilion usage is on a “first come, first serve” basis in the absence of a confirmed reservation. 
NEW FEATURE - Check current pavilion availability on our website under pavilion reserva-

tion section.
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Coulby Park - 28730 Ridge Rd.
Outdoor Family Aquatic Center (Wickliffe
Residents w/pass or pay fee)
Concessions (Open during pool hours)
2 Pavilions – Pond and Pool (Reservable)
Rose Garden
1 Bandstand
Volleyball Court - Lighted
1 Class A Ball Field
1 Softball Ball Field
1 Little League Ball Field
4 Tennis Courts
Tennis Wall - Lighted
2 Basketball Courts - Lighted
Creative Play Area
2 Bocce Courts
2 Shuffle Boards
Park Bench Swings
Picnic Tables and Grills
Restrooms
Drinking Fountain
1 Pond – Fishing Permitted (Catch and Release)
Jindra Park - 901 Talmadge Dr.
Outdoor Swimming Pool
(Wickliffe Residents w/pass or pay fee)
Concessions (Open limited hours)
Pavilion – (Reservable)
Exercise Trail (.6 miles) w/ Exercise Stations
U-12 Soccer Field
Sand Volleyball Court
4 Ball Fields
2 Tennis Courts - Lighted
2 Pickleball Courts - Lighted Basketball
Courts - Lighted
Playground Equipment
2 Bocce Courts
Park Bench Swings
Picnic Tables
Restrooms

Orlando Park - 30100 Twin Lakes Dr.
Water Spray Park
(Wickliffe Residents w/pass or pay fee)
2 Pavilions – (Reservable)
Walking Track (.3 miles)
Soccer Field
Baseball Field
2 Tennis Courts - Lighted
Basketball Court
Playground Equipment
2 Sets of Concrete Bag Toss Game Boards 
(bring your own bean bags)
Park Bench Swings
Picnic Tables and Grills
Restrooms
Intihar Park - 1065 Lloyd Rd.
Little League Ball Field
Basketball Court
Playground Equipment
Park Bench Swings
Picnic Tables and Grills
Levi Lane Park - 1950 East 296th St.
Pavilion – (Reservable)
Little League Ball Field
Basketball Court-lighted
Playground Equipment
Picnic Tables
Restrooms
Nehls Park - 2330 Buena Vista Dr.
1 Small Ball Field
Basketball Courts
Playground Equipment
Picnic Tables and Grills
Restrooms
Featherston Park - 1800 Ridgewick Dr.
Small Ball Field
Basketball Court
Playground Equipment
Park Bench Swings

WICKLIFFE PARKS

MOVIE NIGHTS AT COULBY PARK 
FREE Big Screen Movies under the Stars

Join us for a movie at Coulby Park. Bring your lawn chairs 
or blankets and feel free to safely space out!

There will be a DJ with music before the big screen movies 
shown at dusk. Inflatables and other entertainment planned.
Pre-movie activities begin at 7 p.m. 

June 10 – “Sing 2”
Enjoy “Eat at the Bus Stop” Food truck and KONAICE

July 15 – “Clifford the Big Red Dog”
THANK YOU TO OUR MOVIE SPONSORS:

If you are interested in sponsoring 
a family fun Movie Under the Stars, 
please call the Recreation Department 
at 440-943-7120.

29150 Ridge Road - 440-943-0007 

17th Annual Green Ridge 
Golf  Tournament 
SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2022 - 8:30 a.m. Shotgun Start 

Fee: $30 per person for 9 holes ($40 per person on day of event) includes lunch, prizes, several skill 
events and four different “hole-in one” contests. Mulligans and carts available for an additional fee.

Proceeds will benefit development and continuation of recreational programing offered by the 
Wickliffe Recreation Department.

Payment at the course or Rec. Dept. secures your spot. 
Get your foursome together and get to the course!

Call Tim Stopp at 440-943-7120 if you would like to 
sponsor a hole for the tournament.

Sponsor fee ONLY $100 includes one complimentary 
golfer.

Golf Course Rates 
Non-resident: $11 
Wickliffe Resident: $8 (must show proof of residency 
each visit) 
Seniors: $8 (60+, Mon. – Fri. before 3 p.m.) 
Outings/Leagues: $10 

ADDITIONAL FEES: 
Power Cart: $6 per rider (maximum 2 riders per cart) 
Pull Cart: $2 
NO TEE TIMES, FIRST COME FIRST SERVE. 
Rates are subject to change. Sales tax included. 
Call in requests are not accepted.

GREEN RIDGE GOLF COURSE

JOIN OUR TEAM THIS SUMMER! 
The Wickliffe Recreation Department is look-

ing for qualified LIFEGUARDS and POOL AT-
TENDANTS to work at our Pools & Spray Park 
for the Summer of 2022. We are offering a very 
competitive wage. Lifeguards must have current 
lifeguard certification and be 15 years of age or 
older. Employment applications are available at 
www.cityofwickliffe.com or in the Rec. Dept. 
office at City Hall. The city of Wickliffe will of-
fer lifeguard certification fee reimbursement at 
season’s end to qualified candidates who commit 
to and work a full-time lifeguard position for the 
2022 summer season! Details for lifeguard certification class are in process. Information will be 
posted on website once confirmed.

WICKLIFFE WATER DEVILS SWIM TEAM 
• The Wickliffe Water Devils is a recreational summer team that 
encourages fitness, friendship and team spirit!

• Practices start June 6, 2022 and are weekday mornings or evenings

• Meets start June 11, 2022 and are every Saturday through the League 
Championships on July 30 & July 31, 2022

• No previous competitive swimming experience is needed, just a love of the water and the 
ability to swim the length of Coulby Pool

Registration will occur online at www.wickliffewaterdevils.com 

Anyone signing up after May 7 will incur a LATE REGISTRATION fee of $10.

2022 Fees:
$100 - one swimmer 
$125 - two swimmers 
$150 - three or more swimmers 

Questions? Contact:
President: Julie Pattie 440-382-3486
Vice President: Matt Ciavarelli 216-798-4966
Treasurer: Tanya Loncar 440-478-9625
Secretary: Mindy Focarelli-Gjerek 440-227-0766

FREE FUN FOR ALL AGES! WICKLIFFE COMMUNITY CENTER

900 Worden Road • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
All Concerts are FREE & OPEN to the PUBLIC
June 14 – Eddie & the Edsels 
July 12 – Pop Tarts & Classic Car Show
Aug. 9 – Ron Sluga Orchestra

Thank you to our sponsors:

CONCERTS AT JINDRA PARK
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SWIMMING POOL INFORMATION

Peter Christopher (Coulby) Aquatic Center 
28730 Ridge Rd. • 440-944-4014 

Jindra Pool
901 Talmadge Ave. • 440-943-5235 

Orlando Spray Park 
30100 Twin Lakes Dr.

OPENING DAY – SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2022
COULBY AQUATIC CENTER, JINDRA POOL AND ORLANDO SPRAY PARK

“FREE DAY” FOR WICKLIFFE RESIDENTS ON JUNE 4, 2022

SWIMMING HOURS AT COULBY AQUATIC CENTER 
June 4 – July 22 Monday through Sunday: 1-5 p.m. & 6-8:45 p.m.
JULY 4: Noon-7 p.m.
July 23 – Aug. 16 Monday through Sunday: Noon-5 p.m. & 6-7:45 p.m.
Aug. 17 through Aug. 26: Weekdays: 4–7 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday: Noon–7 p.m.

SWIMMING HOURS AT JINDRA POOL
June 4 – July 24 Monday through Sunday: 1-6 p.m.
Half pool dedicated to Adult lap swim 5-6 p.m. daily, and Sundays only Noon-1 p.m.
JULY 4: Noon-6 p.m.
July 25 – Aug. 7 Monday through Sunday: Noon-6 p.m.
Half pool dedicated to Adult lap swim 5-6 p.m. daily, and Sundays only 11 a.m.–Noon

HOURS AT ORLANDO SPRAY PARK
June 4 – Aug. 21; Monday through Sunday: Noon-5p.m.
JULY 4: Noon – 5 p.m.

Hours for all city aquatic amenities are subject to change 
throughout the season. We reserve the right to close areas 
of pool at any time due to attendance or safety concerns.

COVID-19 NOTE: Exposure to the coronavirus and its variants still exists. By entering any of 
the city’s water amenities, you assume the risk of such exposure. We ask you to be responsible 
for your own protection and the safety of fellow participants by following current established 
COVID-19 guidelines. 

2022 Season Closing Dates
Last day for Coulby Aquatic Center will be Friday, Aug. 26.
Last day for Jindra Pool is Sunday, Aug. 7.
Last day for Orlando Spray Park will be Sunday, Aug. 21.

Doggie Swim at Jindra Pool
Sunday, Aug. 7 • 6-8 p.m.
$3 per dog entry fee will be donated to Lake County Humane Society.
DATE AND TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Splash Parties at Coulby Aquatic Center
June 4 – July 22: 9-10:45 p.m. • July 23 – Aug. 5: 8-9:45 p.m.
$250 - Zero depth and pool • $325 - Zero depth, pool, and slide • $400 - For zero depth, pool, 
slide, and lazy river.

Requests for splash parties by residents must be completed in person, age 21 and over with $50 
deposit. Splash parties do not include the pavilion by the pool.

Pool & Spray Park Pass and Swim Lesson Registration Begins May 24 at Coulby Aquatic Center
Residents must have a pass to enter the pools or Orlando Spray Park. If resident does not purchase 
a season pass, they will pay a guest fee each time and be required to show proof of residency at 
each visit. Pool passes are scanned to verify that they are updated and paid for each year. Pool 
passes have a new sticker attached each year. 
Sale of pool passes, registration for swim lessons and payment for water aerobics only offered at 
the Coulby Aquatic Center.

May 24 - May 27: 1-7 p.m. 
May 28: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
(No Sales on May 29 and May 30)
May 31 - June 3: 1-7 p.m.
June 4 - 11 a.m. -4:30 p.m. & 6-8:30 p.m.
June 5 and beyond: 1-4:30 p.m. & 6-8:30 p.m.
New Residents: Bring birth certificates of children, current utility bill* (within 90 days) and 
driver’s license.

Current/Returning Residents: Bring your 2021 Pool Pass or Orlando Spray Park Pass along with 
a current utility bill* and it will be updated at the Aquatic Center. If you no longer have your pass, 
a new one will be issued for a replacement fee of $10 per pass. 

*Accepted bills include: any recent (within 90 days) utility or credit card statement delivered by 
first-class mail only.

Individual Season Pass: $75 - Includes Orlando Spray Park
Family Season Pass: $145 - Includes Orlando Spray Park

A “residential family” shall include the adult head of household and his/her spouse or partner and 
the dependent children living in that household who are 20 years of age and under up to 6 members. 
*Families with more than 6 members must 
pay an additional $20 per member in family.

In the absence of a marriage license, residency 
of each partner must be established. Proof 
of residency shall include a current driver’s 
license and a current (within 90 days) util-
ity bill, as well as birth certificates for each 
child. Family members 21 & over must get an 
individual pass and prove residency. *Grand-
parents not included with family* Children 8 
years and younger must be accompanied by 
an adult or sibling 16 years of age or older at 
all water facilities.

Senior* Season Pass: $30 - Includes Orlando 
Spray Park. *Wickliffe Senior age 55 & over

Spray Park Only Pass: $30/Individual or 
family

Lost Pass Replacement: $10 for each re-
placement

Guests of Residents: Guests must be ac-
companied by Wickliffe resident at all times. 
Resident is responsible for their guest(s) dur-
ing their visit.

Everyone entering the facility at the Aquatic Center and Jindra Pool must pay a fee.

$7 each guest with a resident who has a pass, $7 for residents without a pass; must show proof of 
residency each visit, $2 each guest 2 & under.

Everyone entering the facility at Orlando Spray Park must pay a fee.

$3 each guest (regardless of age) with resident who has a pass, $1 for resident without a pass; 
must show proof of residency each visit.

Youth Swim Lessons at Coulby Aquatic Center
Weekdays, starting at age 5. Residents Only
Fee: $35 per two-week session plus season pool pass
Session I: June 13 thru June 24
Session II: June 27 thru July 8 NO LESSONS ON JULY 4
Session III: July 11 thru July 22
Session Times: 10 to 10:45 a.m. – Advanced, Level 4 & up
11 to 11:45 a.m. – Beginners, Levels 1, 2, & 3

SWIM LESSONS MUST BE PRE-PAID BY THE FRIDAY PRIOR 
TO THE START OF EACH SWIM LESSON SESSION. 

$10 LATE FEE ASSESSED AFTER FRIDAY IF SPACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE

Tots Learn-to-Swim at Coulby Aquatic Center
Mondays & Wednesdays, June 13 – July 13
3-4 yr. old: 5-5:30 p.m. • 1-2 yr. old: 5:30-6 p.m.
Fee: $35 for entire session. Residents only. Pool pass not required.
A parent (or adult) must accompany each child in the water.

Tots Learn-to-Swim at Jindra Pool
Saturdays, June 18 & 25, July 2, 9, 16 & 23
3-4 yr. old: 11:30 a.m.–Noon • 1–2 yr. old: 12:15-12:45 p.m.
Fee: $35 for entire session. Residents only. Pool pass not required.
A parent (or adult) must accompany each child in the water.

Help Keep Our Parks Clean
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YOUTH SPORTS CAMPS/LEAGUES 
CO-ED PEE WEE BASEBALL 
League is based on the child’s age as of June 1, 2022; for boys 
and girls ages 4, 5 & 6.
Fee: $40 Residents, $50 Non-residents.
Practice begins June 6. The season will run June through late July 
depending on number of teams and weather. 
Players receive a team T-shirt 
PEE WEE BASEBALL COACHES NEEDED! 

JUNIOR “BLUE DEVIL” BASKETBALL CAMP
Instructors: Carly Palgut, WMS Basketball Coach
1st through 3rd grade

June 21- June 24, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Fee: $40 Resident; $50 Non-resident
Held at Wickliffe Elementary School Gym. 
Registration and payment due by July 9.
Limit 25 campers. For boys and girls entering grades 1st thru 4th in the 
2022–2023 school year.
This camp is designed to introduce campers to the fundamentals of the game. 

Emphasis on basic skills, dribbling, passing, and shooting as well as friendly competition. This 
is an instructional camp with minimal time devoted to games. 
Campers will receive a T-shirt.

TENNIS FUNdamentals CO-ED CAMP
Instructor: Jason Moulton, WHS Tennis Coach
June 13, 14, 16 and 17, 2022 (No class Wednesday, June 15)
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
Session I: Grades K-3 – 10-11 a.m. – Fee: Residents $40/Non-Resident $45 
Session II: Grades 4 & up – 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. – Fee: Resident $45/Non-Resident $50 
Held at Coulby Tennis Courts
Campers should bring water or sports drink, and a racquet if they have one. If not, one will be 
supplied. Campers should come ready for a fun-filled week of tennis. Beginner campers will learn 
basic techniques of tennis, ground strokes, footwork, and etiquette. 
Advanced campers will sharpen skills in the area of footwork and strategy, etiquette, scoring, 
ground strokes/ spins and serves. Each camper will receive a T-shirt.

SAFETY TOWN 
 
Safety Town is a fun, interactive program that 
introduces safety awareness and preventive pro-
cedures to children entering kindergarten or first 
grade. Using resources from D.A.R.E., Coalition 
National Crime Prevention Council, Rescue 1 Fire 
Safety for Kids Inc., and U.S. Safety curriculum 
is taught through various teaching techniques: 
a miniature “town” with streets, traffic signals, 
signs, buildings, and “automobile traffic” (tri-
cycles) reinforce the traffic and pedestrian rules taught in class, a trip to ACBC Fire House and 
a visit with the Wickliffe Police and Fire Departments. Classes will meet for 5 consecutive days 
(Monday thru Friday) for two hours per day and will conclude with a graduation ceremony. Limit 
of 14 children in each class.
Session I: June 6 to June 10 or Session II: June 27 to July 1. Time: 9:30–11:30 a.m.
Fee: $35 Resident/$40 Non-resident • Classes held at Wickliffe Elementary School
Non-resident registration starts May 17

SUMMER DAY CAMP
Mondays – Fridays, June 6–July 29 • 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Michelle Johnson, Director
Summer Day Camp is an eight-week program for children entering grades 1 thru 6 during the 
2022– 2023 school year. A fun-filled summer is planned with various activities such as games, 
swimming, contests, crafts and nature activities. Fliers and registration forms are available in the 
Recreation Department and online.

Resident Fee: $125 per full week for first child in family; $90 for each additional child in family 
$90 for two days per week for first child in family; $70 for two days per week for each additional 
child in family

Nonresident Fee: $165 per full 
week for each child $115 for two 
days per week for each child in 
family.

Additional charges for extended 
hours before 8 a.m. and after 5 
p.m. All campers must purchase 
a pool pass separately. 

The headquarters for day camp 
is Coulby Park pond pavilion. 
Sign-up and payment for first 
week must be made in advance of 
starting date and before the June 
3 deadline.

WICKLIFFE SENIOR PROGRAMMING
Much of the Senior Programming has returned to our Community Center and new program ideas 
are coming.

Please check the city’s website at www.cityofwickliffe.com for the most current schedule of of-
ferings at the Center. 

For overall good general health procedures, we ask that all Seniors take a self-assessment inquiry 
confirming your general good health before entering the facility for senior activities. 

All seniors will also be asked to stop at the lobby and sign in for our records. 

As information for these and new programs becomes available, we will publish updates on our 
city website at www.cityofwickliffe.com.

Meal Program & Senior Bus Transportation
The daily congregate meal orchestrated by the Lake County Council on Aging has returned to the 
Wickliffe Community Center at 900 Worden Road. Call the Nutrition Center Site Coordinator at 
440-373-5017 for more information.

Meals-on-Wheels are available to Seniors 60 and over who are handicapped or housebound through 
the Lake County Council on Aging by calling 440-205-8111.

Limited transportation is available for senior services at this time. For Wickliffe residents 55 and 
older or those with a disability who have questions regarding senior bus service, please call the 
Recreation Department at 440-943-7120.

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES
Schedule an appointment online at RedCrossBlood.org
Use the sponsor code: Wickliffecommunity or call 1-800-RED-Cross

These drives are held at the Wickliffe Community Center.

Monday, June 13, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. (Cedar Point Ticket Drive)

Wednesday, Aug. 24, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 19, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 14, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

LADY “BLUE DEVIL” SOCCER CAMP
Camp Director: Steven Gribovicz, WHS Girls Varsity Soccer Coach.
K through 8th grade 
July 18– July 21, 9-11 a.m. 
Fee: $40 resident / $50 Non-resident. Registration and payment due by May 31. 
Held at Orlando Park Soccer Fields, 30100 Twin Lakes Drive. 
For girls entering grades K-8 during the 2022–2023 school year. 
Girls will receive training in the fundamentals of Soccer: footwork, dribbling, passing, shooting, 
basics of offense/defense and conditioning. Each camper will receive a T-shirt.

LADY “BLUE DEVIL” VOLLEYBALL CAMP
Instructor: Courtney Brassow, WHS Varsity Volleyball Coach
6th through 8th grade
July 11 through July 14
9:30 a.m.-Noon
Fee: Resident $40/ Non- Resident $50
Held at Wickliffe High School 
Campers will develop and strengthen the fundamental skills of Volleyball. 

For girls entering grades 6-8 during the 2022–2023 school year. 
Each camper will receive a T-shirt.

Registration forms for all programs are available at Wickliffe Recreation Department or 
may be printed from the city website: www.cityofwickliffe.com.

OTHER COMMUNITY SPORTS LEAGUES 
Wickliffe Youth Football League - www.wickliffeyouthfootball.com or
      www.facebook.com/wickliffeyouthfootballleague/

Wickliffe Soccer Club
www.wickliffesoccerclub.org

Wickliffe Fastpitch
www.wickliffefastpitch.org

Wickliffe Baseball League
www.wickliffebaseball.com

2022 PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

The Wickliffe Parks and Recreation Commission is charged with the duty of advising Council and 
the Recreation Director as to the development, operation and administration of its public parks 
system. The Mayor appoints eight of this ten-member commission while the Wickliffe School 
Board and Wickliffe City Council appoints an additional representative.

Seth Begeman -Chairperson
Marcia Kish – Vice Chair
Sue Mancino - Secretary

Marty Adams
John Behm

Patrick Ebner
Elliot Stone

Jottie Allison
Jim Bala - Council Representative

Don Marn- School Board Representative
Andrew Calori- Senior Citizens Representative

Tim Stopp - Recreation Director
Ron Strauser - Service Director
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Community

Complete Tree
Removal & Trimming

Keep Wickliffe Beautiful
will be hosting a

Shred Your Files event 
Saturday, October 22, 2022

from 9 am to Noon
at the Wickliffe Service Department

28730 Ridge Road
This event is for residents only; 

no businesses please.
Residents may bring up to

four bags/boxes per household.
This event will take place rain or shine.

Keep        ickliffe Beautiful
will donate all the flowers for Euclid Avenue again this 

year. We order the flowers and request volunteers to 
plant them in 44 locations on Euclid Avenue and five 

other locations throughout the city. If you are interested in volunteering, please 
contact Ronnie Bubonics at rbubonics@gmail.com or at 440-944-7934.

Keep Wickliffe Beautiful Yard of the Year 2022
DaviD T Herrin

It’s that time of the year again! Time to think Summer and getting our yards in shape. It’s 
also time for Keep Wickliffe Beautiful to get ready for Yard of the Year 2022.

If you would like to be a judge for this contest, please let us know by April 20. If you’d like 
to nominate a yard to receive this award, please send us your nominations by July 1.

We will be revising our guidelines and judging criteria; please contact us with suggestions 
or comments. Any correspondence can be sent to KeepWickliffeBeautifulOH@gmail.com.

Please Support 
Our Advertisers

A must for any Die 
Hard Browns Fan!

Call or text for Price & Delivery
STATUEWORKS • 440-679-9022

Gorgeous Browns 
Concrete Plaque

Hand 
Painted
16” X 16” 
square 
by ¾” 
thick

Now that spring has arrived, many of us are anxious to go out in the 
yard and get our hands dirty. When deciding how to revitalize your yard 
this season, consider shrinking your lawn by adding native plants! Read 
on to discover the many benefits of planting native. 

Less to Mow
While a crisp, green lawn can have some great curb appeal, it is often difficult, costly, and 

time-consuming to maintain. The frequent need for mowing, watering, and fertilizing can grow 
tiresome. And despite the most valiant of efforts, we have all encountered a patch where grass 
simply refuses to grow. This season, consider shrinking your lawn and maintenance load by 
planting some native grasses, shrubs, or perennials! Once established, native plants require less 
watering and weeding, and don’t require pesticides or fertilizers. 

Attract More Wildlife 
Despite being known as Ken-

tucky Blue Grass, the standard sod 
we have come to know is originally 
from Eurasia and is not native to 
North America. As a non-native spe-
cies, grass doesn’t provide much in 
the way of a food source or habitat 
for our native wildlife. Consider 
planting native plants that will pro-
vide food and shelter for beneficial insects and pollinators such as butterflies, bees, and birds!

Decrease Erosion, Flooding, & Runoff
Grass is better than barren soil in terms of 

preventing erosion and flooding, but native 
plants are far superior at managing these common 
landscape concerns. In most cases, the shorter 
the plant, the shallower its roots. Due to their 
extensive roots, native plants are better at stabi-
lizing the soil and soak up more water than the 
shallow roots of sod. By absorbing more water, 
native plants are more effective at absorbing 
contaminants and reducing polluted stormwater 
runoff. This helps keep our local waterways and 
drinking water clean!

Spring into Watershed Health

Garbage, Rubbish, and Refuse Collection
Did you know there are rules regarding garbage collection? 

Chapter 961 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Wickliffe detail 
all the rules and regulations that have to do with rubbish. You can read the 

entire section (as well as any/all of the Codified Ordinances) at https://codeli-
brary.amlegal.com/codes/wickliffe or by clicking the link on the city website 
(cityofwickliffe.com).
Here are a few of the “highlights”

• No person … shall permit the accumulation … of any garbage or rubbish 
except in covered containers approved by the Director of Public Service. Such 

containers shall be … strong, not easily corrodible, rodent-proof, and a capacity of not more than 
32 gallons or weighing more than 60 pounds loaded. All containers shall have tight covers to be 
in place at all times except when garbage or refuse is being deposited or removed. Odd articles 
shall be crushed and/or bundled in lengths not to exceed three feet or 50 pounds in weight.

• Every occupant of a dwelling shall dispose of all garbage, rubbish, or refuse in a clean 
and sanitary manner by placing it in approved leak proof, nonabsorbent, covered garbage 
storage receptacles.

• All garbage, rubbish, and trash containers shall be placed on the curb at the tree lawn no 
sooner than 4:30 p.m. on the day prior to the scheduled garbage, rubbish, and trash collection 
and removed no later than 9 p.m. on the day of such collection.

• No person shall remove, burn, overturn, or tamper with any rubbish, garbage, or the 
container therefor, when such rubbish, garbage, or container is set out on the public street … 
or on private premises and when such rubbish, garbage, or container is placed there for the 
purpose of collection.
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Wickliffe public Library
Wickliffe Public Library 
1713 Lincoln Road, Wickliffe, Ohio 44092 
Phone number: 440-944-6010   
Fax number: 440-944-7264 
www.wickliffepl.org 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
          

 
 

Library Hours:  
            Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am - 9:00 pm 

 Friday - Saturday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 Sunday: CLOSED 

CLOSED: Monday, May 30 & Monday, July 4 
  

         

Mission Statement: The Wickliffe Public Library serves all people, addresses informational needs, and provides opportunities for lifelong learning. 

Red Cross Blood Drives 
Every two seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood. It is essential for  
surgeries, cancer treatment, chronic illnesses, and traumatic injuries. Whether  
a patient receives whole blood, red cells, platelets or plasma, this lifesaving 
care starts with one person making a generous donation. Donating blood  
makes a big difference in the lives of others.  
Wickliffe Public Library has Red Cross Blood Drives scheduled throughout  
the year. The next blood drive will be on 
Monday, June 27 from 12:00 pm - 6:00 PM 
To schedule an appointment, go to: redcrossblood.org  

Friends of the Wickliffe Public Library 
The Friends group provides funding for library programs.  Join Friends!  
Membership rates are as follows: Individual/$8, Senior/$5, Family/$12.  To 
learn more or to become a Friend, please call 440-944-6010 or go to 
http://wickliffepl.org/friends-wickliffe-public-library.  The next meetings 
are May 10 and July 12 at 1:00 PM 

High Tea with Mrs. D 

Library holds notification! 
1. Go to www.wickliffepl.org 
2. Click on Account Info 
3. Login using library card number 
and password 
4. Click on My Account 
5. Click on Personal Information, 
click Edit, go to Notifications, 
choose from dropdown menu & save  

Pay your fine online! 
1. Go to www.wickliffepl.org 
2. Click on Account Info 
3. Login using library card number 
and password 
4. Click on My Account 
5. Click on Fines 
6. Follow prompts (You may use  
MasterCard, Visa or Discover) 

Tween Puzzle Making Contest 

Library Card: You are never too old or too young to get a library card.  A  
library card is available FREE to anyone who lives, works, owns property, or 
goes to school in Ohio. Application is made in person at the library. Your  
Wickliffe Public Library card may be used at the Wickliffe Public Library or 
any other Clevnet Library. The Greater Access card may be used at any Clevnet 
or Cuyahoga County Public Library. Please remember to inform the library of a 
change of address and to report a lost card immediately. Replacement for a lost 
card is $1.00.  Damaged or worn cards will be replaced free of charge. New 
cards will be issued only when outstanding charges have been cleared. 
 
Curbside Service is offered Monday through Friday from 10:00 AM to  
4:00 PM. You may place holds utilizing our website or by calling the  
library. When you phone with your requests, please have your library card  
number ready.  Typically, your hold will be ready 24 hours after you place your 
request. You will be notified through the Clevnet system when your hold is 
ready for pick up, or call us to be sure your items are ready prior to coming to 
the library. When you arrive at the library, please pull into the designated park-
ing area at the back of the building.  Call the library at 440-944-6010 to inform 
us you are here and provide your name and library card number. We will check 
out and bag your items and bring them to your car.  Have your library card/ID 
ready to show staff.    
 
Homebound Service: If you are elderly or disabled at home, either temporarily 
or permanently, we can help. We will bring you library materials which include 
large print books, books on CD, DVDs and more. Just call the library at  
440-944-6010 to begin this free service.   
 
Libby allows you to borrow and enjoy free eBooks, audiobooks, and magazines 
from Clevnet’s digital collection wherever you are with no late fees! All you 
need is your device and a library card. See our website www.wickliffepl.org for 
more information. 
 
NextReads is an online e-newsletter that delivers reading recommendations 
based on your reading interests. See our website for more information. 
 
The CLEVNET Libraries app is on android and iOS. Search the collection, 
place holds, manage your account, access linked accounts, display your library 
card barcode, and find directions to CLEVNET libraries.  
 
Wickliffe Public Library is an official Passport Acceptance Agency and  
accepts passport applications on behalf of the U.S. Department of State. Staff 
members authorized as Passport Agents follow the guidelines set forth by the 
U.S. Department of State in regards to issuing passports. Information on current 
requirements and fees may be found through the U.S. Department of State’s 
website: travel.state.gov. Please call the library at 440-944-6010 to make an  
appointment with a Passport Acceptance Agent. The library does not provide 
photo service.   
 
Free Notary Service is offered at the library by appointment. Please call the 
library at 440-944-6010 for notary availability and to make an appointment. 
 
Fax Services (sending and receiving) are offered by the library. Fees apply.   
Local Calls: all 440 and 216 will be considered local calls (plus 800 #s) and are 
$1.00 for the call and $0.25 per page.  Long distance Calls: all other area codes 
are $2.50 for the call and $0.25 per page 
  
Copying and Printing Services: Black and white copies are $0.10 each for 
8½” X 11” page and color copies are $0.25 each for 8½” X 11” page. 
 
Golden Buckeye Applications are available at the library.  
 
Shelf Help is a personalized book selection service! Tell us your reading  
interests and we’ll pick five books just for you! Fill out the online form on our 
website www.wickliffepl.org or call 440-944-6010 to connect with a member 
of our staff.  We’ll ask you about your interests and take it from there.  Our  
expert librarians will consider your interests, browse the library’s collection, 
and select a book bundle of five recommended reads tailored to you.  We will 
let you know when your book bundle is ready for pickup. 
 

Device Help: Learn how to download and use the Libby app and 
more! Please remember to charge your device before coming. Call 

the library at 440-944-6010 to make an appointment. 

LIBRARY SERVICES 

Seed Library 
Adult Paper Quilling Craft  with  

The Fine Arts Association 

DIRECTOR’S CORNER 
It is not always possible to be the best, but it is possible to improve your performance. 

Jackie Stewart 
 

The Wickliffe Public Library is always working to provide resources,  
materials, programs and services that are important to our community.  In an 
effort to plan for the future needs of our patrons, we would love to hear from 
you directly. 
 
We are asking all Wickliffe residents to take 5 minutes to respond to a 12  
question survey.  Whether you use the library routinely, occasionally or you 
have never visited the Wickliffe Public Library, we want to hear from you. 
 
Please access the survey by using the link listed below or stop in and pick-up a 
paper copy at the library.  We look forward to hearing your voice in an effort to 
meet the changing needs of our community.  Last day to submit a survey will 
be Saturday, June 18, 2022. 
 
Library survey link: https://forms.gle/NiyVLd87rCb1nTuC9 
 
The link may also be found on our website: www.wickliffepl.org 
 

Robin Bartley, Director  

“Perhaps no place in any community is so totally democratic as the town  
library. The only entrance requirement is interest.”   
                                                                                             ~Lady Bird Johnson 

Wickliffe Public Library is looking for donations of gently used large wicker or 
plastic baskets. 
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Wickliffe public Library

YA PROGRAMS  

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

Totally Tween (5th- 8th grade) - Wednesdays at 2:30 PM  Enjoy these activities: 
May 4 (In-person): Painting with Fine Arts Association 
May 11 (virtual YouTube “WKPL Programming”): Great Summer Reads Book Talk 
May 18 (In-person): End of School Year Celebration 

 
 

Little Beans Story Time at CouchLand Coffee House (29933 Euclid Ave) 
Monday, May 2, June 6, August 1 at 11:00 AM  
Books, rhymes, and music perfect for ages 6 and under with an adult. 

Food and beverages are available for purchase before and after story time. Registration 
requested, call 440-944-6010 to register. 
 

"May the 4th be with You" Party   Wednesday, May 4, 6:00 - 8:00 PM 
Families join us for an out-of-this-world STAR WARS party with stories,  
crafts, snacks, and games. Star Wars characters will be here for a meet and 

greet, and you can get your picture taken with them too!  Don't forget to dress in your 
favorite STAR WARS gear.  Space is limited.  Registration required for this  
star-studded event.  Call 440-944-6010 to register. 
 

Tales for a Dog on the First Saturday of the month 
Saturday, May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6 from 10:00 - 11:00 AM 
Children Kindergarten and up may come in and read to the therapy 
dogs the first Saturday of every month.  Registration requested.  Call  
440-944-6010 to register. 

 
2022 Children’s Summer Reading Program Oceans of Possibilities   
Birth-completed 4th grade     May 31 - July 29 
Stop by the Children's Desk to register for the summer reading  
program and receive your SRP folder. For every 5 days you read, you 
will receive a grand prize drawing ticket or a small prize. Once you 
read 50 days, you will receive a Champion Reader Prize.   

**************Kick-Off Week May 31 - June 4***************************** 
Tuesday: Sign-up Day. Birth-completed 4th grade may decorate their SRP folder and 
earn a ticket. Enjoy an outdoor scavenger hunt in the Sensory Garden. 
Wednesday: Photo Booth and Raffle for prize basket. 
Thursday: Check out an SRP themed book bundle and earn a ticket. 
Friday: Game Day on Front Lawn 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM.  
Saturday: Tales for a Dog 
 

Create a Creature   Monday, June 6 - Friday, June 24 
Children Kindergarten through completed 4th grade may pick up a kit 
while supplies last, and create your very own unique sea creature. Creatures 
will be displayed and patrons can vote for their favorite one. The Sea  
Creature with the most votes will be featured on WKPL Facebook page and 

the “creator” will be awarded a prize.  
 

Possible Passions    
Tuesdays at 11:00 AM 
Kids Kindergarten through completed 4th grade enjoy these programs! 
Registration requested, call 440-944-6010. 

June 7: Boats Above and Below the Water       July 5: Wow! Whales! 
June 14: Egg-cellent Diver Craft                       July 12: Jellyfish Slime            
June 21: Ocean Floor and Sea Creatures           July 19: Pirates 
June 28: A Sea of Shells                                    July 26: Coral Reefs 
 

Let’s Explore Our Senses   Wednesday, June 15 at 10:00 AM 
Children ages birth-6 years old may join us at the library for rhymes, stories, 
and exploring our five senses. Registration required, call 440-944-6010. 

 
Oceans of Possibilities Chalk Walk   Saturday, June 18, 10 AM–1 PM 
Enjoy the outdoors while creating art on the front sidewalks. Families are 
welcome to draw ocean themed pictures and  sayings that will beautify 
our community.  Chalk will be provided or you may bring your own. No 

rain date. 
 

Baby Shark Story Time   Monday, June 20 at 10:00 AM 
Families with children birth-6 years old will enjoy a shark themed story time, 
a craft, and snack. Registration is required. Call 440-944-6010 to register. 

 
Greater Cleveland Aquarium Virtual Event    
Friday, June 24 at 11:00 AM 
The ocean is an expansive oasis teeming with life and wonder hidden 
away under endless stretches of rolling waves. Greater Cleveland  

Aquarium provides the unique opportunity to see some of these magnificent animals  
up-close. Watch in awe as sharks, stingrays and other sea creatures from the pages of 
your books come to life on your screen. Discover other fascinating ocean-dwellers and 
learn all about this spectacular aquatic world. This program is for Kindergarten 
through completed 4th grade, registration required, call 440-944-6010. 
 

Lego Super Saturday   June 25, July 30, August 27 at 11:00 AM 
Children Kindergarten-4th grade will explore building concepts and 
stories every last Saturday of the month with Mrs. D. Parents are en-

couraged to join in on the fun. Registration requested. Call 440-944-6010 to register. 
 

Fourth of July Sensory Story Time   Friday, July 1 at 10:00 AM 
Children of all abilities are welcome to a unique celebration in a calm and 
safe environment. This is the perfect program for children who have  

physical or sensory challenges which may make them less  comfortable in a traditional 
story time environment. Ages 10 and under with an adult are welcome. Space is limited 
and registration is required.  Call 440-944-6010 to register. 
 

Make & Take Craft   Tuesday, July 5 – Friday, July 8, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM 
Families are welcome to stop in the library and create patriotic crafts. Children 
must be accompanied with an adult. 
 

Under the Sea Party   Friday, July 15 at 11:00 AM 
Families are welcome to come dressed as their favorite "under the sea"  
characters or creatures. Join us for snacks, stories, songs, and crafts.  

Registration required, call 440-944-6010 to register. 
 

Soap Bubble Chemistry   Friday, July 29 at 1:00 PM 
Do you ever wonder how the soap bubbles form? There is actually some 
unique science behind the soap bubbles! Children Kindergarten 

through completed 4th grade will learn these interesting facts and create your own 
solutions during this hands-on program with Lake MetroParks. Registration required. 
Call 440-944-6010 to register for this program. 

ADULT PROGRAMS 

Black Royalty Reading Adventure 
Friday, June 17 at 10:00 AM 
Families are invited to enjoy magical tales, a fun dance party with Disney princesses, 
and a craft to-go!   Space is limited, to register call 440-944-6010.  Presented in  
partnership with Black Lives Matter Lake County.  

 
Author Event: Jen Boresz Engelking   Thursday, May 5 at 7:00 PM  
Join author, Jen Boresz Engelking, as she discusses her book, Hidden  
History of Lake County Ohio.  Following the discussion, her book will be for 
sale and a book-signing will take place. Call 440-944-6010 to register for this 
event. 

 
Book Club   2nd Monday of the month at 6:30 PM  
Discuss the following titles: 
May 9: The Plot by Jean Hanff Korelitz 
June 13: The Barbizon: The Hotel That Set Women Free by Paulina Bren 
July 11:  There There by Tommy Orange 
To register, call the library at 440-944-6010. 

 
Mystery Book Discussion   3rd Tuesday of the month at 4:00 PM  
Discuss the following titles: 
May 17: The Sanatorium by Sarah Pearse   
June 21: Apples Never Fall by Liane Moriarty   
July 19: The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave   
To register, call the library at 440-944-6010. 

 
Cookbook Club   3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM 
Each month make a themed dish, join us to share and enjoy your  
recipe!  A one-time registration is necessary; call 440-944-6010 to 
register.  Want some cookbooks?  Cookbook bundles are available 

upon request!   
May 17: Michael Symon Recipes 
June 21: Salads 
July 19: Sliders 
 

Book Club for One Read on your own time with no deadline!  Book 
Club for One is for people who want to try reading out of their comfort 
zone but may not have time to attend a meeting.  Come to the library and 
pick up a book that includes discussion questions, author information, and 
other  recommendations.  

 
2022 Adult Summer Reading Program Oceans of Possibilities  
May 31 through August 31 
Read or listen to a book and enter our weekly drawing.  All   

participants will automatically be entered in our grand prize basket raffle. 
 

AARP Smart Driver Course   Thursday, June 2 from 9:30 AM–2:00 PM  
Take the AARP Smart Driver Course and you could reduce your overall 
maintenance and car insurance costs!  Registration starts at 9:15 AM with the 

class starting promptly at 9:30 AM.  Please bring cash or check to the class ($20 for 
members; $25 for non-members).  There will be a 30-minute break for lunch; please 
bring a bag lunch.  Space is limited, call 440-944-6010 to pre-register. 
 

Adult Craft:  Wednesday, June 8 at 6:30 PM  
Mirror on the Wall… In this crafting session you'll design your own  
mirror. We will use various materials from bamboo sticks to strings and 
beads to make fancy home decor or just something fun and whimsical.  

Mirrors and other materials will be provided. All you’ll need is your creativity and  
imagination.  Space is limited, registration required, call 440-944-6010.  
 

Three World Changing Events in Three Years 
Monday, July 25 at 7:00 PM  
World War I, the 1918 Pandemic and passage of Women's  
Suffrage by the U.S. Senate occurred between 1917 and 1919. 
These events changed our ancestors' lives forever. Cheryl 
McClellan will discuss the impact on her grandparents and give 
you tips on how to find your own ancestors' experiences. Call 
440-944-6010 to register. 

****All library programs (Adult, YA/Tween, Children’s) 
 are subject to change.**** 

2022 Tween Summer Reading Program Oceans of Possibilities 
May 31 - July 29 
Kids that have completed 4th – 12th grade 
For books you check out this summer, get a scratch-off  
ticket that may have a prize selection underneath.  All  
entries will be eligible for grand prize drawing. Receive  
additional scratch-off tickets by participating in programs  
and events at the library. Visit the Children’s desk for details! 

Have questions, or want to register for programs? Call 440-944-6010, email 
juv.desk@wickliffe.lib.oh.us, or stop by the library.  Programs are subject to change.  

June 8: Candy Sushi/Culture 
June 22: Paint by Number   
July 7: Puffy Paint Shells   
July 21: Water Games   
August 3: Solar Powered S’mores  
(weather permitting) 

READ Turtle Boy by M. Evan Wolkenstein  
with Miss Lori this summer! You don’t need 
the book.  Miss Lori will read and lead a 
discussion on these Wednesdays: June 15, 
June 29,  July 14, and July 28.  Snack will be  
provided. 

Summer Tween Time    Wednesdays at 11:00 AM 
Kids that have completed 4th – 8th grades join Miss Lori for various activities.   

Sail the Oceans of Possibilities with your Lake County Libraries by picking up a 
treasure map at one of the libraries from June 1 - July 31 and attending a program or 
borrowing an item from 6 of the 8 public library systems in Lake County (any branch).  
Your map will be stamped at each library you visit. Give your finished treasure map 
to your home library to be entered into a prize drawing for your age group. 
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MATER  DEI Academy

 

 
• Companionship • Errands           
• Personal Care • Bathing 
• Advanced Care • Transport 
• Light Cleaning • Meals 

 
Dina & Chris Vanjo  

440.340.1340 
 

Call today for FREE 
care & site assessments! 

 
29311 Euclid Ave., Suite A 

Wickliffe, OH 44092 
handsofmercyfc.com 

 
 
 

A Message from Mater Dei Academy 
By kara THoMaS

My name is Kara Thomas, and I am an eighth grade student at Mater Dei Academy (MDA), 
in Wickliffe, Ohio. I have been at MDA since preschool. Next year, I will be attending Beaumont 
High School. I know high school is coming up quickly, but I will miss this school so much. I feel 
like what we have been through the past two years has not torn our community apart, but brought 
us closer together. All of the people, students, and staff, are huge parts of my life and mean so 
much to me. 

We have so much going on at Mater Dei Academy. We had our Junior High production of 
“Godspell Jr.” the weekend of March 25-27, 2022. This performance meant a lot to the school, 
because we haven’t had a Junior High musical in three years. In May, the sixth grade is going to 
Camp Christopher, seventh grade is going to Pittsburgh, and my eighth grade class is going to 
spend three days in Washington, D.C. Track season is starting up with basketball just finishing a 
few weeks ago. Our eighth grade boys’ basketball team placed first in the CYO tournament and 
the girls’ team placed second. 

Being an eighth grader, I’ve been thinking a lot about high school and what will happen next 
year. My whole class is going in many different directions, with students going to NDCL, Lake 
Catholic, Gilmour Academy, Saint Ignatius, Hawken, and many other schools. The friendships I 
have made at Mater Dei are very important to me and I know they will continue throughout high 
school, even if my friends and I end up at different places. I will miss MDA and all my teachers 
and friends, but I will be forever grateful for the experiences and memories I have made here.

Growing in and through Christ
SoPHia veLoTTa

Grade 8

Singing and performing have always been a 
passion of mine. When Mrs. Luizzo, our director, 
said we would be performing the play Godspell 
as our school musical, I jumped right at the 
chance to sign up. What I didn’t realize at the 
time was how much I would love performing as 
a disciple of Christ. Godspell allowed all of us to 
be on stage the entire time together, we had lots 
of fun singing and dancing and bonding over the 
teachings from Jesus. The whole experience felt 
so real. I finally understand from these past three 
months, what all of the assemblies about how we 

should treat each other were about.
Throughout all of the practices and perfor-

mances, I realized it wasn’t about who gets the 
main role, or who had the most singing parts, it 
was about friendship and treating others the way 
you want to be treated, and that is exactly what 
Jesus purveyed in this musical. The characters, 
as well as us, learned to support each other, trust 
in one another, and grow as people. I loved see-
ing the amount of confidence that our director 
brought out of us. She showed us how to be true 
actors and friends. It was such a special experi-
ence that I will hold onto and never forget.
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WHS Class of 1991 Get Together
June 11, 2022

Please visit our link at 
WHSCLASSOF91.PlanningPOD.com

to help plan YOUR reunion!

Wickliffe City Schools

We provide basic football instruction for ages 6- 12.  
         Divisions/Grades: 
            • Flag- K-2 • Junior Varsity-3-4 • Varsity-5-6

Wickliffe Youth Football invites you to sign your child up for football. 
You can complete the registration by visiting our website at 
www.wickliffeyouthfootball.com and follow the link for Registrations. 
You can also check out our Facebook page: Wickliffe Youth Football League-WMFL. 

Visit our website for registration dates, fees, and details. 
If you have any other questions, feel free to reach out 

to us at: wickliffeyouthfootball@yahoo.com.

Scholarships Offered
By nancy FiSHer

The Wickliffe Scholarship Foundation has announced that scholarships are offered to 
high school graduating seniors who are residents of Wickliffe and planning to attend college 
or trade school in the fall of 2022. Applications are available at the Wickliffe Public Library 
or at various area high schools. 

Since 1987 more than $269,000 has been awarded thanks to the Tirabasso Brothers, the 
Talty Foundation, the Wickliffe Eagles, donations through the Annual Holiday Victorian 
Tea, and new this year, a Lili Bradford Barnes Memorial “Seed to Grow” Scholarship to 
support high school seniors preparing to further their education in the fields of education, 
the arts, or medicine by providing financial assistance. 

Our scholarship recipients will show a commitment to the elevation of their education 
as well as ongoing commitments to the betterment of our community. If you would be in-
terested in participating in such a scholarship, please let Mrs. Fisher know, you can reach 
her at 616-544-8552.

to list a Community event 
in an upcoming Wickliffe 
Connection, please email 
sfink@cityofwickliffe.com

VANJO 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

• CONCRETE WORK
• BASEMENT 

WATERPROOFING
• MASONRY WORK

• LICENSED & BONDED
• IN BUSINESS FOR 30 YEARS

• HAS ALWAYS 
LIVED IN WICKLIFFE

JOE VANJO 216-509-1116

Celebrating
40 Years

Addressing the Workforce Gap
JULie raMoS anD JoSePH SPiccia

Businesses in Wickliffe, northeast Ohio, and 
throughout the country are in need of employees. 
There are openings in every career cluster and the 
opportunity for potential employees to earn high 
wages, good benefits, and career advancement has 
never been better. There are literally thousands of 
job openings in the area and employers are strug-
gling to find competent, skilled, and hard working 
people interested in having and/or advancing their 
careers. 

The Wickliffe Schools Student Ten Year Plan 
is a college and career program designed to assist students in discovering their interests, shaping 
their skills, and preparing them for a successful life after their schooling is complete. The plan 
gives students the opportunity to hear professionals speak about their careers, to visit job sites, to 
do job shadowing, and participate as an intern in careers that may be interesting to them. 

Recently, a partnership between the City of Wickliffe, local business leaders, and the school 
district has launched the Wickliffe Business Roundtable. The organization meets monthly with 
the goals of working together to promote Wickliffe, to assist local businesses with workforce is-
sues, and assist students in finding entry level jobs that will lead to successful, satisfying careers. 
The work of the roundtable has already resulted in the Wickliffe Schools hosting local businesses 
for employee recruiting. On Fridays, businesses can register to come to the high school to meet 
and interview potential employees for full and part-time positions. The roundtable has discussed 
ways to attract new talent to Wickliffe, and has started to work together to create opportunities for 
young people to improve their workforce readiness skills. In addition, the roundtable is inviting 
other Wickliffe businesses to join with them in this cooperative effort.

In the opening paragraphs, we briefly discussed the problem we are trying to address. In ad-
dition to closing the workforce gap, the roundtable has identified another issue to address. The 
issue the local business leaders are seeing more frequently than in past years is a seeming lack 
of motivation on the part of potential employees. The lack of motivation is observed in the large 
number of young people who have not taken steps to get their driver’s license, to secure trans-
portation, and/or an unwillingness to pursue opportunities. They are seeing employees who do 
not come to work regularly, do not take advantage of opportunities to advance themselves, and 
do not stay attentive at work. Business leaders report that if applicants and current employees put 
forth greater effort in the pursuit of new opportunities, training programs, and available workforce 
development programs, they could make a comfortable, stable income and they could grow with 
the company and move to advanced positions quickly. 

As you read this article, think about people you know (young people and experienced people) 
and consider how many of them could advance themselves by taking the time to apply for one 
or more of the many opportunities available, and help us help them to find their future success. 
The success of our schools, local workforce, and our city depends on its citizens to commit to 
their personal growth and the economic development of our businesses and the City of Wickliffe. 

We invite every business and every citizen of Wickliffe to join us in this effort to support the 
growth of every person, business, and organization in the city. Together, we can make Wickliffe 
an even better place for people to live, work, and play.

If you are interested in registering your child to play baseball, please visit us at 
www.wickliffebaseball.com Follow the link on the right that says Registration Form. 
You can also reach out to us on our Facebook page: Wickliffe Ohio Baseball League.

We offer the following divisions: 

 • Mites (7-8 coach pitch) •  Minors (9-10)

 •  Majors (11-12) • Pony (13-14)

Registration fee is $75. There are discounts available 
for families that register more than one player.

Visit our website for registration dates and details.
If you have any other questions, feel free to reach out to us at contact@wickliffebaseball.com.

IT’s TIME!! WHS Class of 1970 – 
We need to hear from you!

Can you believe it?
Our Wickliffe High School 50+2 

Reunion and 70th Birthday 
Bash is less than four months away.

For information contact
WHSClassof 70@yahoo.com
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Wickliffe City Schools

Earning the Trust of Families for Over Four Decades
• Computer-assisted eye exams
• Specializing in contact lenses
• Treatment of eye infections, 

diseases and glaucoma

• Prescriptions welcome
• Large selection of fashion 

frames
• Refractive surgery consultations

Dr. Sid Savitt • Dr. Amy Titus • Dr. Shawna Franey Optometrists

440-943-1993
29610 Euclid Avenue
Wickliffe, OH 44092

Hours: M-T-W-Th 8-5
F Closed, Sat 8:30-1

“Have a ball
in the Legion hall”

Koumbaro’s Catering
Air conditioned and Bar Facilities

Newly Renovated / New Management
Maximum capacity - 200 people

29919 Euclid Avenue • 216-338-3774

alpost7@att.net

Bill’s Sewer & Drain
4 City Compliance Repairs
4 Locate Test Tees
4 Dye Testing
4 Backwater Valves
4 Camera Inspection
4 Drain Cleaning

440-946-9299
Free Estimates
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

We’ll Get to the Root of the Problem

WICKLIFFE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Blue Devil of the Month

In the first week of March, Wickliffe Elementary School rewarded our FIRST EVER Blue 
Devils of the Month for the month of February. Students receive this award from their teacher 
by displaying the characteristics associated with our core values: Respect, Responsibility, and 
Personal Best. Blue Devils of the Month received a T-shirt, a certificate, and Popcorn with the 
Principal. Our winners for February were as follows:

Kindergarten: Lotus Vardakas, Brian Chmura, Tucker Seymour, Margot Payne 
1st Grade: Ethan Hoang, Lucius Martin, Madeleine Markuz, Selah Rife 
2nd Grade: Avery Porcello, Lillian Ott, Addison Kershaw, Aliya Jones 
3rd Grade: Max Rowan, Khalon Sims-Robinson, Mariah Weakland, Reagan Ball 
4th Grade: Angelo Laudato, Oliva Heath, Maggie Kallock, Kyle Kocka 
Related Arts: Mallorie Latkovic 
Congratulations to our little Blue Devils! We are so proud of them!

TWOSDAY AT WICKLIFFE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Students and staff at Wickliffe Elementary 

were busy celebrating Twosday on 2.22.2022. 
The theme of the day was Tiaras, Ties, Tutus 
and Tie Dyed anything. Chef Ritchie planned 
a special menu for the day making it Taco 
Tuesday in the cafeteria that day. Students 
were treated to scavenger hunts searching 
for “2s” and also participated in activities 
related to “to, too and two.” Many grade 
levels created time capsules to be opened 
when the students are seniors in high school. 
The culminating activity of the day was an 
all school dance party that kicked off at 2:22 
p.m. and lasted well past two minutes and 22 
seconds. It was a great day celebrating and 
learning “all things 2” since WES students 
won’t experience another palindrome for a 
very long time.

Wickliffe’s VERY Own!
Miss Logan Molnar, Channel 3’s Morning 

Show’s Producer, came to talk to Miss Kelly 
McNulty’s 7th and 8th grade Broadcasting Class 
at Wickliffe Middle School on Feb. 8, 2022. She 
showed videos and pictures of Channel 3’s News 
Station and she explained what goes on behind 
the scenes of producing a news show. 

Logan also watched the students’ first broad-
casting news cast show that they have been 
working on in a group on their school iPad and 
she was impressed! Some students also used an old Channel 3 microphone that Logan gave to the 
class to interview Logan about her job and her education here at Wickliffe.

Miss Molnar, daughter of Mrs. Molnar, teacher at Wickliffe Elementary School, stated that 
she felt that the Wickliffe City Schools definitely prepared her for her professional career. She 
stated that being enrolled in the CCP at WHS and taking Lakeland Classes was excellent because 
she was able to receive some college credits while being in high school.

Miss McNulty knows that if anyone wants to succeed and be happy in a career, all they need to 
do is do well in school, demonstrate professional skills, BELIEVE in themselves, and to ALWAYS 
follow their passion. That’s exactly what our very own Logan Molnar did and she is soaring in 
her career! The Wickliffe School District is very proud of Logan and we thank her for coming 
back to inspire our future STUDENT STARS!

LAB Healthy Cooking 
JULia THornHiLL

Healthy Cooking Instructor

Healthy cooking is a large part of the LAB program, 
with this being the 5th year of the 5 year grant. The 
program starts out with the students learning about food 
and kitchen safety. To cook safely, they learn proper 
chopping and measuring techniques among other skills. 
When the students started, they began with more basic 
recipes; so far they have made salsa, hummus, and rice 
paper rolls with dipping sauce. They quickly progressed 
to learn to make scrambled, over easy, and poached 
eggs, every week using the stove more and more. With 
their new skills they have successfully made crepes, 
bean quesadillas, pizza bites, and chocolate/peanut 
butter energy balls.

For our final semester together, LAB has partnered 
with Edwins Leadership and Restaurant Institute who 
supplied kits for the students to use to cook. These kits have definitely challenged the students, but 
without a doubt the students have risen to the occasion. The students made chicken quesadillas, a 
chicken stir fry, and their most formidable opponent…homemade Caesar dressing.

Each student has surprised themselves by going outside of their comfort zone and expanding 
their palate by eating new foods, realizing that they actually enjoyed them. One of the most re-
warding aspects I get to see in this program while working with the kids is the ability to see their 
faces light up when they try their creations. For example, the look on their faces as they realized 
the anchovies they chopped was what made their Caesar dressing so delicious was priceless!

Even during remote learning, ingredients were packaged and delivered to each student who 
then participated in a live cooking demonstration where the students cooked along with me. They 
made buttermilk drop biscuits and low-fat veggie dip. Healthy Cooking Class is one of the favorite 
activities of our LAB students!
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Wickliffe Country Place A LEgAcy HEALtH SERVicES FAciLity

1919 Bishop Road, Wickliffe, Ohio 44092 • phone 440-944-9400 • fax 440-944-0955

take a virtual tour of our website www.lhshealth.com
• Private, Spacious 

Rehabilitation Suites

• Full-Time Nurse 
practitioner

• Therapy Offered 
7 Days a Week

Our Medical Directors are Dr. Harigopal Balaji, 
Dr. Beejadi Mukunda and Dr. Marinela Turc

• Secure Memory Care 
Unit

• Specialized Cardiac 
program

• On-Site Dialysis 
Partnered with the CDC

This year Wickliffe Middle School has three robotics teams competing on Apr 30, 2022 at 
Lakeland Community College. It will be live streamed at awtrobobots.com from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The 
competition is sponsored by AWT (the Alliance for Working Together) and has a high school and 
middle school division. Robotics was offered this year for the first time as a course elective at the 
middle school. We focused on the principles of engineering in robotics, cooperative teamwork, 
and designing our own bots for battle. Through AWT we were provided with industry sponsors 
who came in weekly to guide the teams through the building process. Our sponsors this year are 

Dan Dorsey, Kevin Rossman, Paul Sestokas, and 
Nick Stergios. We are very fortunate to have them 
working with us.

Throughout the year students held team meet-
ings, learned about roles and responsibilities of 
being a part of a robotics team, and effective ways 
to work cooperatively with their teams. At the 
beginning of the year students divide themselves 
into three teams. They created a team name, a 
name for their bot, and designed posters and T-
shirt decals. We are getting very excited for our 
competition. We hope that the community will 
log in to the live stream. The Jr. Bots competi-
tion will begin around 11 a.m. at awtrobobots.
com. The three Wickliffe teams are: The Bubble 
Guppies, The Viruses, and The Raging Lunatics.

Front from l to r-abby Sulyok, alexa Tomaszewski, and kimora rose. Second row stand-
ing from l to r- Jake Snyder, collin kish, ryan Stevenson-Powell, cooper Tang, Gideon 
Tumbry, Sam Parker, and abby Lait. Back row standing l to r-Haris Salispahic, Paul Ses-
tokas, Dominic Preztac, nick Stergios, eithan Mcelroy, erik kopp, kevin rossman, and 
Dan Dorsey. not pictured-Mrs. kobylski, keira Widemire, Max Port and richie Wheeler.

Battlebots here we come!

nick Stergios works with alexa Tomasze-
wski to get the bot ready for competition.

Wickliffe senior, Ryan Colagiovanni, has received 
a Gold Medal Award for a piece that also won a gold 
medal in the regional Exhibition held at Cleveland Insti-
tute of Art. Ryan’s winning piece, a drawing/illustration 
entitled Seeing Stars, competed against 260,000 other 
award-winning works of art submitted by over 100,000 
student-artists. Less than 2,000 works received a National 
Medal of any kind, let alone a gold medal! 

Since 1923, the National Scholastic Arts & Writing 
Awards have celebrated teen artists and writers from 
across the country. Ryan is now part of this legacy, joining 
the ranks of notable alumni, including Tschabalala Self, 
Stephen King, Kay WalkingStick, Charles White, Joyce 
Carol Oates, and Andy Warhol—all of whom have also 
won a Scholastic Award for their art and writing when 
they were teens. 

The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers will be publishing Ryan’s winning artwork in their 
Online Galleries at artandwriting.org in June, and his name will also be listed in the Alliance for 
Young Artists & Writers Yearbook 2022! 

Congratulations, Ryan!

Wickliffe High School student awarded a Gold Medal in 
the National Scholastic Arts & Writing 2022 Awards!

Wickliffe High School Awards 27 
students with an Academic Letter in 2022

Congratulations to the 17 seniors, 7 juniors, and 3 sophomores who earned an academic letter 
in the 2021-2022 school year! Many students apply for the honor of a prestigious academic letter, 
but few are able to meet the challenging criteria that this honor requires over the course of their 
high school career. These 27 students have not only met the initial criteria, but have also continu-
ally maintained the high expectations needed for an academic letter. As a school community, 
Wickliffe High School embraces three core values: respect, responsibility and personal best. We 
believe that student achievement should be our primary focus, therefore, we strive to maintain 
high expectations for every student within a challenging and stimulating learning environment. 
These students have continuously demonstrated these three core values throughout their career at 
Wickliffe High School, and continue to keep academic achievement their primary focus.

To celebrate and honor the 2022 Academic Letter winners, Wickliffe High School hosted the 1st 
Annual Academic Achievers Breakfast on March 9th where the following students were honored 
for their academic achievements and presented with their academic W letter: 

Seniors: Mia Bernardinetti, Hope Biehl, Lauren Bunn, Liliana Covetta, Joshua Dohm, Emal-
ynn Germovsek, Katrina Haines, Giovanni Hernandez, Emily Krizner, Isabella Marti, Jonathan 
Masten, Kelly Montelon, Olivia Pietrantozzi, Lillian Smith, Samantha Stiles, Gabriel Stoehr, and 
Matthew Warrens. 

Juniors: Courtney Bailey, Antonio Gojevic, Emma Kowalski, Ryan Sladky, Victoria Stiles, 
Noah Telisman, and Jack Tennant. 

Sophomores: Brandon Henderson, Meara McGlynn, and Carla Sakacs. 
Congratulations to all of our Academic Letter winners!

Wickliffe Athletics - Spring 2022
HarriSon MccaLL

District Athletic Director, Wickliffe City Schools

Another winter season has concluded and Wickliffe had 
numerous athletes who were recognized with all-conference 
honors as well as other special accomplishments. 

In boys’ basketball, seniors Shane Adamski and Bryant 
Murphy earned CVC Honorable Mention honors. Senior Iman 
Sturdivant-Garner and junior Emma Kowalski earned CVC 
Honorable Mention for basketball cheerleading. In girls’ basketball 
seniors Haylee Timothy and Georgia Zele earned CVC All Academic 
Honors. Haylee also earned CVC Honorable Mention honors and set the 
school record for 3pt baskets made in a game (7). Additionally, in girls’ basketball, sophomore 
Eliza Wills earned CVC Honorable Mention honors and freshman Ava Gabriel earned 1st Team 
CVC Honors. Ava also set the school record for most 3pt baskets made in a season (47). 

Three members of our boys’ swimming team and three members of our girls’ swimming team 
earned CVC Honors. In boys’ swimming senior Everett Chapo earned CVC All Academic and 
Honorable Mention honors. Senior Landon Smith earned CVC All Academic honors and junior 
Tarik Salispahic earned CVC Honorable Mention honors. In girls’ swimming senior Kaitlyn Roth 
earned CVC All Academic honors, while junior Kathryn Sturniolo and sophomore Madeleine 
Stevenson earned CVC Honorable Mention honors. 

Both of our bowling teams also had great seasons. Our boys’ bowling team was LGC Confer-
ence (CVC Division) Champions with freshman Wyatt Boehmer earning LGC Conference All 
CVC Division Team honors. Additionally, senior Josh Dohm qualified for the OHSAA District 
Tournament. In addition to our girls’ bowling team qualified for the OHSAA District Tournament, 
freshman Kayla Kirk-Murray earned LGC Conference All League Team honors.

The Wickliffe Athletic Department greatly appreciates the continued support from the com-
munity and looks forward to seeing you at Coulby or Jindra Park for a baseball/softball/tennis 
game and/or at our stadium for a track meet this spring.

Go Blue Devils!
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FORMICA
Plumbing & Sewer Co.

Complete Plumbing Service
• Commercial
• Residential

New or Repair Work
Electric & Sewer Jet Cleaning

Sewer Infiltration Repairs
Inspection Tees Located

1445 East 289th St.
(440) 943-0033

State Lic #47834

Proud to be your plumbers 
for the last 
62 years.

Wickliffe City Schools
School Finance: A Short Course
LeWiS GaLanTe anD JoSePH SPiccia

From where do the funds come to the Wickliffe City School District in order for the district to 
operate? A quick and simplistic answer is the taxpayers of Wickliffe. While that answer is true it 
is incomplete. The way schools are funded in Ohio is complex and not easy to understand. The 
purpose of this article is to provide a simple explanation into from where revenue comes, how 
funds may be spent, and how and why levies are necessary. 
Revenue Sources:

The Wickliffe Schools receives its revenue from four sources: local tax dollars, state founda-
tion funding, federal funding, and grants. 

• Federal and grant funding represent the fewest dollars coming to the school district at about 
2% of the total budget. 

o Federal and grant funds are earmarked for specific purposes and may not be used to sup-
plant general fund dollars.

• State foundation funds are dollars received from the state to operate the school district. Wick-
liffe receives approximately 12% of its general operating budget from the state foundation. 

o Comparatively, districts similar to Wickliffe receive approximately 30% of their funding 
from the state foundation and the average for all districts in Ohio is 40%.

o As you can see, Wickliffe is among the districts receiving the lowest percentage of its 
funding from the state.

o The reason Wickliffe receives fewer dollars from the state foundation begins with the Tan-
gible Personal Property Tax (TPP) that the district used to receive when there was a large 
industrial base in Wickliffe. The TPP was a tax on business property/inventory. Businesses 
paid tax on their inventory and that money went to the local school district. At that time, 
Wickliffe was a big winner in TPP receipts (as much as 20% of the total budget came from 
TPP). When the law changed and the TPP disappeared, the state foundation formula was 
never changed to reflect the loss and therefore the district continues to receive a lower por-
tion from the state foundation. In recent years, the district has lobbied the general assembly 
to adjust the formula, but with the new formula being approved last year, that lobbying 
effort is no longer relevant. 

• Local tax dollars make up 85% of the district’s operating budget. 
o Comparatively, districts similar to Wickliffe receive 52% of their funding from their local 

taxpayers, and 18.5% of its total funding from federal and grant funds.
Recently, the general assembly passed the “Fair School Funding” bill which is designed to 

reduce the burden on local property taxes that districts like Wickliffe have with regard to local 
share. The general assembly has passed the bill but have yet to determine at what level the bill 
will be funded. The higher the funding, the more state foundation funds the district may receive. 
Expenditures

The Wickliffe Schools single largest expenditure item is personnel. 70% of all district funds 
are expended on personnel costs (salary, benefits, retirement.). Purchased services make up 27% 
of district expenditures. Purchased services include contracts with outside vendors for personnel, 
materials, technology, and programming. The district spends 3% of the general operating funds 
on supplies and capital purchases. Currently, the construction of the new campus is an expenditure 
out of a totally separate account and is not included in this financial review. 
Revenue v. Expenditure

The district’s total revenue is $20,406,323.00 and its expenditures are $20,603,683.00, which 

means the district is deficit spending and as deficit spending continues it shrinks the cash balance 
the district received from the passage of the 2014 operating levy. Deficit spending is a common 
occurrence among school districts because its revenue does not increase (until an operating levy 
is passed) and expenses continue to grow. Much like a household budget, if spending is outpac-
ing income a deficit will occur. The solutions a school district has to address this inevitability is 
to cut spending or increase revenue, or a combination of spending cuts and revenue increases. 
Operating Levies v. Bond Issues v. Permanent Improvement Levies

In Ohio, there are basically three ways taxpayers fund school districts. Each has a particular 
purpose and there are limitations to how the money may be used.

Operating Levies can be used to pay salaries, benefits, supplies, equipment, materials, contracted 
services, and any other expense the school district may have. The community last passed an oper-
ating levy in 2014. The 7.9 mil levy that passed generated about $2.1 million in additional funds 
for the district’s operations. The reality is the money generated replaced money that the State of 
Ohio removed from the Wickliffe Schools when Tangible Personal Property reimbursements were 
eliminated. Typically, operating levies support a school district’s needs for about 5 years before 
needing another. The good news is the 2014 levy has outlasted the typical expectations for a levy. 

Bond Issues can be used for new construction and/or capital improvements. In Ohio, a school 
district has to seek permission to put a ballot issue up for voter approval. A school district must 
undergo an assessment of its facility needs and how much state aid would be needed from the 
Ohio School Facilities Commission. Also, school districts must have their adjusted valuation per 
pupil calculated. This is a key benchmark in approving bond measures; school districts that have 
the lowest adjusted valuation per pupil are given the most consideration towards getting ballot 
measures for bond issues approved. We received permission from the Ohio Facilities Construction 
Commission in 2018 to have a thorough review of district facilities and fiscal resources. Thanks to 
the generosity of the community, the district passed a bond issue to build the new PK-12 campus 
in November 2019. 

Permanent Improvement Levies generate funds that may only be used for capital improvements 
to district buildings and property. A permanent improvement levy is a requirement of the Ohio 
Facilities Construction Commission. In Wickliffe, we passed a .5 mil levy when the Bond Issue 
was passed in November 2019. The money generated by that levy will be used for maintenance 
and repair of district facilities now and into the future. 

The important point to remember is that funds from levy/bond cannot be used for a purpose 
other than for what it was intended. 
So What…Now What

In time, the district will ask for additional operating funds via an operating levy. This is a fact 
of life in public schools. The goals are to push the request out as far as possible, keep the request 
as low as possible, and make sure that the district maximizes the use of the funds available. A 
school district has a legal obligation to balance its budget. In the face of increasing costs, there 
are two approaches to maintaining a balanced budget: 1.) Reduce expenditures, and 2). Increase 
revenue. The district is committed to keeping costs down and reducing costs where possible. 
The district has kept costs down as evidenced by making sure the 2014 levy has been extended 
beyond expectations and it will continue to be extended. The new campus will assist in reducing 
operating costs in a number of areas (utilities, building operations, personnel…). In addition, the 
district examines partnerships, shared service contracts, and cooperative agreements with other 
organizations to keep costs as low as possible. While cost reductions are helpful, school districts 
are personnel heavy so the ability to reduce costs greatly is impeded because people are needed to 
teach, counsel, administer, clean, support, transport, maintain, feed, and serve students. Inevitably, 
a revenue increase will be necessary; please know that when the district does ask for an increase 
it is after other options have been exhausted.

Construction Progress
Construction of the new Wickliffe PK-12 school 

is entering into an exciting phase of activity where 
you will start to see the true size and shape of the 
building! Work will continue to progress from the 
south end of the site and working towards the north 
end of the site. Steel framing has been set on the 
south end, which includes the gymnasium, dining/
commons area, auditorium, and music classrooms. 
Framing will continue this spring in the classroom 
wings on the north end of the site. Once the steel 
structure of the building is complete, workers will begin installing roof deck and concrete slabs. In 
June you will see underground utility work occurring along Rockefeller Road when construction crews 
begin running lines for utility connections to the new building. The remainder of 2022 will focus on 
getting the full building enclosed before winter arrives so work can shift to the interior of the school. 

Student Involvement
Students from all grade levels travelled to the construction site in early March to put their mark 

on the future of Wickliffe City Schools. Two 28-foot steel beams, painted yellow and weighing 
approximately 600 pounds each were secured next to the building site. It was a special day for 
students and teachers, filled with wonderful memories and excitement for their future school. The 
signature beams will be placed into the steel frame structure of the building in early April. Photos 
and videos of this milestone will be shared on our district’s webpage, www.wickliffeschools.org. 
Click on the “New Campus” link under the “Schools” tab at the top of the page. 
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Albanese Inc.
440-944-3038
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
Step Installation • Step Repair
Concrete Work

PATIOS
Brick, Pavers, Stone, Stamp Concrete

RETAINING WALLS
UNILOCK, VERSA-LOCK


