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Winter certainly made its entrance just before 
Christmas with blustery wind, drifts of snow, 
and frigid temperatures. Our Service Department 
works diligently to keep our streets as clean and 
safe as possible for residents and visitors alike! 
We take pride in our City and emphasize safety. 
Please be patient as our plow trucks make their 
way around the City. The main roads and hills are 
the top priority, with side streets a close second. 
Keep in mind that the Service Department has 
three shifts during the winter months and works 
around the clock to clear the snow, but when it is 
falling fast or blowing hard, it can take longer than 
usual to get it under control. I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank all our Service Department 
employees for their dedication to keeping the 
roads clear! I’d also like to thank our Police and 
Fire Departments who also have to deal with the 
elements while performing their duties. We have 
excellent safety services in Wickliffe. Next time 
you see a City worker (police, fire, or service), 
remember to thank them for a job well done!

I hope you were able to join us for Winter-
Fest! I look forward to this event each year. 
Held at Green Ridge Golf Course and organized 
by our Recreation Department, fun indoor and 
outdoor winter activities are available for all. 
Local businesses help sponsor this event which 
grows more popular each year! The Chili Cook 
Off is held during this event. Residents bring a 
pot of chili and three judges perform a blind taste 
test to determine the winner. Congratulations 
this year go to Jeff Walsh who had the winning 
chili. Mark your calendar for January next year 
so you won’t miss this fabulous event! 

With the new year comes new construction. 
The Worden Road Bridge project will resume 
again late spring. At that time, the destruction 
of the south bridge (eastbound lanes) and re-
construction of this bridge will take place. We 
negotiated that this main thoroughfare be open 
to two-way traffic during the winter months. 
During the late spring, summer, and fall months, 
this area will again be one-way traffic – south-
bound traffic will be detoured to Lloyd Road. 
The light at the end of the tunnel is that Lakeland 
repaving is complete and we will have two brand 
new bridges! Council is working with the Ser-
vice Director and City Engineer on designating 
additional road projects for the coming year. 
We recognize the importance of maintaining 
our City roads. 

Another “construction” project has begun – 
our City website. We have a team working to 

implement a new website which is set to launch 
this summer. We are looking forward to a new 
and easy-to-navigate site that will be helpful 
to residents, businesses, and visitors. We are 
looking for some high-quality photographs of 
our city to use for the initial set up. If you have 
any photographs you would like to share, please 
email them to khopton@cityofwickliffe.com. 
You will see more about this on page 5 of this 
issue of the Wickliffe Connection.

Yard Waste recycling will resume March 1st 
per our contract with Kimble. Your yard waste 
cart or brown paper yard waste bags will be 
picked up from March 1 through December 15 
each year. Please see Councilperson Koski’s 
article on page 3 for more information on re-
cyclable items.

A top priority of mine for 2023 is Economic 
Development. I recognize the significance of 
both business retention and working to attract 
outstanding enterprises to our fantastic City. As 
we move into the new year, we will focus on 
new and innovative ways to enrich our City and 
strengthen our community through Economic 
Development.

City offices will be closed February 20 for 
the federal holiday (President’s Day).

Please take a moment to read through this 
issue of the Connection, as it is full of interesting 
and helpful information. As always, I am avail-
able to everyone at 440-943-7103 or jsakacs@
cityofwickliffe.com. Please contact me if I can 
be of service! Happy New Year!!

Happy Winter! by bri CaronChi

When I was 18 years old, I was diagnosed 
with a very rare form of soft tissue sarcoma. 
One of the perspective shifts this experience 
gave me was that: “You truly don’t understand 
the value of your life until you think it’s going to 
be taken from you.” At that time (2016), I was 
insecure, overweight & didn’t feel fulfilled by 
the life I had been living thus far. Somewhere 
within this collection of moments and realiza-
tions, something changed within my soul. What 
otherwise would be considered an unfortunate 
circumstance was the moment I found purpose 
and turned it into an opportunity. 

A foundational pillar to living a long, healthy, 
and high-quality life is focusing on nutrition, 
fitness, and mindset. I felt that by bringing a 
nutrition club model (a.k.a. healthy hangout) to 
the Wickliffe Community, I could be a resource 
for education, accountability, inspiration, sup-
port and belief for others who are at any stage 
of their self-discovery/health journey. In a busy 
world full of convenient fast food, places like 
McDonald’s and Dunkin’ may have “healthier” 
options, but they are typically of little to no nu-
tritional value. Therefore, customers tend to not 
see the results they’re looking for because they 
are simply just replacing poor nutrition habits 
with empty calories.

My intention for Live Golden Nutrition is to 
plant roots in the city of Wickliffe. Our protein 
shakes, energizing herbal teas and protein iced 
coffees (now serving protein waffles & oat 
bowls) are the solution for on-the-go, nutrient-
dense options that taste AMAZING and will 
support our customers who are either looking to 
achieve sustainable health results or to simply 

Live Golden Nutrition plants roots in Wickliffe

enjoy a yummy pick-me-up throughout their 
day. It is our mission to be a shine light in the 
Wickliffe Community that promotes not only 
being a local spot for tasty nutritious options, 
but a space that encourages the practices of self-
discovery, self-love, and better understanding 
of taking care of yourself mind, body and soul.

We celebrated our Grand Opening, October 
8, 2022 and we were overwhelmed with the 
amount of love and support shown to us! Our 
hearts are so full and we couldn’t be more 
grateful to be a part of the Wickliffe Commu-
nity! Stop in soon to see us and check out our 
healthy vibes!

MATER  DEI 
Academy

p12p6

Wickliffe
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The Wickliffe Connection is a non -profit 
newspaper that has been serving the City of 

Wickliffe for thirty-nine years.

The Wickliffe Connection is a 
separate entity from the City of Wickliffe.  

The Wickliffe Connection is totally
supported by advertising revenue and

not by City tax-payers dollars.

The Wickliffe Connection
is published quarterly.

Editorial rights reserved.

The Wickliffe Connection is
not responsible for advertising content.

Please contact us via email
at wc.info.1984@gmail.com

To all of you that have
supported us over the years, thank you.

Government/Council

Ward 2
randy
Gerhardstein
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Ward 3
Tom
Thielman

Wickliffe City Council 
meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 7 p.m. Council 
Meetings and Committee of Council Meetings are held in Coun-
cil Chambers at Wickliffe City Hall. Council Meetings offer resi-
dents the opportunity to address City Council during Audience 
Participation. Committee Meetings  are  scheduled as needed by 
Committee chairs to discuss items placed into committee. Watch 

BoardDocs or the city website for meeting dates.

Join us for a meeting!

Council
at Large
Matthew 
Jaworski

Keep the Momentum Going: 2023

Rockefeller Road/S.R. 84 Intersection Im-
provement Could Happen This Year

At the Dec. 12 City Council meeting, City 
Engineer Pete Formica informed Council that 
he had spoken to Lake County Commissioner 
John Hamercheck regarding the status of the 
funding for the Rockefeller Road/State Route 
84 intersection improvement project.

Hamercheck is the current president of the 
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency, 
which addresses the transportation, air quality, 
and water quality needs of Cuyahoga, Geauga, 
Lake, Lorain and Medina counties.

With the Wickliffe City School’s new cam-
pus on Rockefeller Road set to open prior to the 
start of the 2023-2024 school year, the City has 
viewed this project as key to alleviating a traf-
fic nightmare. As such, Council and the Mayor 
want to get it done before the start of the new 
school year. 

Currently, the intersection is projected to 
have a rating of F (on a rating scale of A-F, with 
A being the best and F being the worst) with the 
new campus.

In multiple Improvement Committee meet-
ings held last year, Formica discussed different 

scenarios regarding new traffic signalization at 
the intersection, in accordance with a proposal to 
install and extend the existing island. This would 
limit northbound traffic on Buena Vista to a right 
turn only onto Rockefeller during school hours. 

The Committee agreed to a plan that would 
create an intersection with a rating of D during 
the a.m. peak and a B in the p.m. peak. While 
not ideal, it will help improve traffic.

One of the major problems with this project 
is the cost.

Last year, the City applied for and received 
a NOACA CMAQ grant in the amount of 

There has been a lot going on in Wickliffe! 
In the following paragraphs,

I have summarized these items for residents. 
If you have any questions about these or any 
other items, please contact me; my contact 
information is included below.

Recently there was a discussion about the 
deer population in the city at a meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole to discuss a deer culling 
program. During the meeting it was decided to 
NOT to thin the deer herd in the city at this time; 
the City of Wickliffe does not control enough 
land to be able to safely shoot deer to thin the 
herd. The only place we could have done this 
would have been Coulby Park, which would 
not effect the population of deer though out the 
city, so at this time there will be NO deer cull-
ing in the city.

The new construction of the Circle K gas sta-
tion and convenience store at the corner of 286th 
St. and Euclid Ave. should be starting soon, 
with the demolition of the old bar/party center. 
The company had their final meeting with the 
Planning Commission last month.

The Provo House was demolished in Decem-
ber, thanks to the Lake

County Land Bank, who paid for the demo-
lition. I am currently working with the Service 
Director and the City Engineer on plans for a 
new driveway and parking lot for that site, along 
with a new cemetery sign and landscaping.

You might have noticed some construction 
at the old Amateur

Electronics building. The new owner got 
plans approved though the

Planning Commission in December; the 
building will house multiple businesses.

A new day care center business is coming 
to the vacant building at the corner of 298th St. 

Well, I have one year in the books as a Coun-
cil person representing Ward 3. But every deci-
sion I make, or words I speak, are representative 
of what I believe is good for the entire City. I 
am very proud and humbled to be able to serve 
the City of Wickliffe in this capacity and wish 
everyone a safe and happy 2023.

I titled my article, “Keep the Momentum 
Going” and that is exactly what the Mayor 
and Council need to achieve in 2023. Positive 
outcomes were accomplished throughout the 
year, from completing long stalled infrastructure 
projects, reopening pools (even with expanded 
hours), pushing new projects forward, and being 
creative with capital purchases, all while keep-
ing an eye on the budget. 

And to keep that momentum going, we need 
to continue to work on the culture of our city as 
an organization and as citizens. Culture is very 
important to an organization, and poor morale, 
poor working relationships, and mistrust all 
contribute to poor performance. 

I applaud the mayor and his commitment to 
be transparent and as communicative as possible 
with the Council, department heads, staff, and 
the citizens of Wickliffe. That transparency is 
building trust, good working relationships, and 
a culture of success.

In 2023, I expect the citizens will see more 
emphasis on economic development, in particu-
lar, on how best to implement strategies from 
the recently completed Euclid Avenue Study. 
Unfortunately, cities across American, have 
studies galore sitting on their shelves. The tough-
est part is implementation and that relies on clear 
goals and objectives, funding, and continuous 
commitment. 

As a city I recommend we put more emphasis 
on residential and commercial maintenance. I 
feel like we are just getting used to vacant, un-
kept storefronts, and poorly kept homes amongst 

Construction Updates

What has been happening in our city

and Euclid Ave.
Lakeland Blvd. Paving Phase II is complete, 

along with Sherbrook Drive,
Fairway Drive and the walking path at Jindra 

Park. Silver St. south along with Park and E. 
294th south were approved by City Council to 
be repaved this year (2022) but we ran out of 
time before the weather changed, so these two 
roads will be completed in the spring of (2023).

City Council is currently working on the 
budget for 2023, and will be discussing city 
improvements, including road projects. I will 
keep you updated on what roads will be taken 
care of next year. City Council is determined to 
get as many roads repaved as the budget allows 
each year; we know many roads need attention.

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday 
season. If you need anything, please feel free to 
contact me, by phone or text (440-343-2183) or 
email Rgerhardstein@cityofwickliffe.com and 
follow my Facebook page, Randy Gerhardstein 
Councilman Ward 2 Wickliffe. I try to keep 
everyone up to date on what is happening in 
our city.

Thank you for allowing me to represent you!
Randy Gerhardstein

our otherwise well-kept neighborhoods, because 
we’ve experienced it for so long. There are 
structures along Euclid Avenue that haven’t 
seen a fresh coat of paint in 30-years, this cycle 
of complacency must stop. If we don’t take 
ourselves seriously, then how can we expect 
new businesses and developers to do the same. 

It is also essential that the city focus on 
large economic development initiatives (ABB 
and Middle School sites) and not be afraid of 
new development. New business opportunities 
are out there, and developers are interested in 
undertaking redevelopment work in Wickliffe, 
but many people still have antiquated practices, 
thoughts, and positions, that just don’t work in 
today’s economic market. All parties involved 
will have to roll up their sleeves and contribute to 
the success of those projects. Economic catalyst 
type projects are critical to our future, and the 
city needs to carefully plan for transformational 
opportunities and not simply do what’s easiest. 

As always, I am willing to listen, learn, and 
discuss my opinions to anyone on all subjects 
and positions I take when working towards 
a better Wickliffe in 2023. Take care. Tom 
Thielman, Wickliffe Council  Ward 3, 
tthielman@cityofwickliffe.com.

$282,850 to improve the intersection and 
upgrade the traffic signalization units. The 
estimated total cost of the project is $407,150 
and the City’s share would be around $123,300. 

However, the funds would not be available 
until 2026. 

After speaking with Hamercheck, Formica 
told Council there is a possibility outside fund-
ing could be used in 2023 for the project if work 
could be completed by June 30. In order for this 
to happen, the project would become a Lake 
County project. 

By the time you read this article, I hope the 
City has held a meeting with residents to discuss 
this project. It is something I requested multiple 
times last year in order to hear your thoughts on 
this significant change. 

I will continue to provide updates on this 
project in the next Wickliffe Connection.

Other Road Projects
Last year, Council had to authorize the rebid 

of the asphalt resurfacing of Silver Street, Park 
Street and East 294th Street because the bids far 
exceeded the City Engineer’s estimated cost. 

The project was rebid and awarded to the 
contractor Cole Burton for $349,565. Construc-
tion will start in spring and is expected to wrap 
up prior to May 20. 

Additionally, Marous Brothers was awarded 
a contract to make repairs to the sewers on Park 
Street. This work began in December and needs 
to be finished before the above-mentioned pav-
ing project can start.

RELAX
Don’t Stress Out!

A Dream Vacation is Just a Call Away

BEACH
NATIONAL PARKS

ADVENTURE
CARIBBEAN

CRUISES
EUROPE

DRIVING VACATIONS

VACATIONS YOUR WAY!
CONTACT ME

ALL ABOUT YOUR VACATION, LLC
KATHY LEE NOLAN, CTA

440-227-9193
kathylee@allaboutyourvacation.com

FORMICA
Plumbing & Sewer Co.

Complete Plumbing Service
• Commercial
• Residential

New or Repair Work
Electric & Sewer Jet Cleaning

Sewer Infiltration Repairs
Inspection Tees Located

1445 East 289th St.
(440) 943-0033

State Lic #47834

Proud to be your plumbers 
for the last 
63 years.

www.bryansuns.com
(440) 585-9232
info@bryansuns.com

28502 Euclid Ave.
Wickliffe, OH 44092

Oh Lic # 15297

Sale / Service / Installation
Patrick, Michael & Brian LeQuyea



February 2023 • Wickliffe Connection      3

Government/Council
City of Wickliffe Directory

Mayor/Safety Director Joe Sakacs 440-943-7103 jsakacs@cityofwickliffe.com
Law Director Jeremy Iosue 440-943-7104 jiosue@cityofwickliffe.com
Executive Secretary Sandi Fink 440-943-7105 sfink@cityofwickliffe.com
Recreation Department
 Recreation Director Tim Stopp 440-943-7120 tstopp@cityofwickliffe.com 
  Administrative Assistant Karrie Hopton 440-943-7120 khopton@cityofwickliffe.com 
 Senior Activities Coordinator Gerri Hubbell 440-373-5105 ghubbell@cityofwickliffe.com
 Wickliffe Community Center 440-373-5015
 Nutrition at the Community Center 440-373-5017 
 Green Ridge Golf Course 440-943-0007 
Building Department
 Building Commissioner Ray Sack 440-943-7115 rsack@cityofwickliffe.com 
 Administrative Assistant Patty Leovic 440-943-7115 pleovic@cityofwickliffe.com
 Building Inspector Dino Capra 440-943-7115 dcapra@cityofwickliffe.com
Finance Department
 Finance Director Debra Doles 440-943-7117 ddoles@cityofwickliffe.com 
 Accounts Payable Darice Polzer 440-943-7117 dpolzer@cityofwickliffe.com
Service Department
 Director of Public Service Ron Strauser 440-943-7125 rstrauser@cityofwickliffe.com
 Assistant Service Director Bob Snyder 440-943-7125 rsnyder@cityofwickliffe.com
 Administrative Assistant Laura Veri 440-943-7125 lveri@cityofwickliffe.com
Police Department
 Chief of Police Randy Ice 440-943-1234 rice@cityofwickliffe.com
 Detective Bureau Lt. Coolick 440-943-1234 jcoolick@cityofwickliffe.com
 Crime Prevention Ptl. Anthony DiDona            440-943-1234 adidona@cityofwicklifffe.com
 Police Chief Secretary Joann Lentine 440-943-1234 jlentine@cityofwickliffe.com
 Detective Bureau Secretary Katie Krane 440-943-1234 kkrane@cityofwickilffe.com
Fire Department
 Chief of Fire James Powers 440-943-7133 jpowers@wickliffefire.org
 Fire Prevention/Fire Marchal Sean O’Neill 440-943-7141 soneill@wickliffefire.org
 Administrative Assistant Katie Hope 440-943-7133 khope@wickliffefire.org
City Council
 Council President Ed Levon 440-943-7216 elevon@cityofwickliffe.com
 Council at Large Matt Jaworski 440-815-1819 mjaworski@cityofwickliffe.com
 Council at Large Maria Salotto 216-469-8173 msalotto@cityofwickliffe.com
 Ward 1 Jim Bala 440-478-6772 jbala@cityofwickliffe.com
 Ward 2 Randy Gerhardstein 440-343-2183 rgerhardstein@cityofwickliffe.com 
 Ward 3 Tom Thielman 440-251-5782 tthielman@cityofwickliffe.com
 Ward 4 Sherry Koski 440-897-8961 skoski@cityofwickliffe.com 
 Clerk Sandi Fink 440-943-7105 sfink@cityofwickliffe.com

RECYCLING REFRESHER
SubMiTTeD by Sherry KoSKi

Oh sure, that can be recycled! Or can it? We all want to be less waste-
ful and feel that we are making difference by doing the right thing, 
so here’s a recycling refresher for all of us! I know at least once 
a month my husband and I are debating about what can go in the 
bin. The lid on the Kimble bin has helpful information on it too.

Most importantly do not put items in plastic bags, everything 
should be loose inside the bright green Kimble cart.

PAPER Accepted: Paper and newspaper which should be 
clean and dry, magazines, mail and copier paper are also accepted. 
Not accepted: Shredded paper cannot be recycled and should be 
bagged and put in the garbage. No glossy, or foil wrapping paper. 
Nothing stained with food, paint or waste of any kind.

CARDBOARD Accepted: Must be clean and dry. Make sure to empty boxes of any packing 
material and flatten. Not accepted: Any cardboard with grease or food contamination. 

GLASS Accepted: Empty, clean and dry glass bottles. Not accepted: Glassware, mirrors, 
window panes or light bulbs.

METAL Accepted: Only metal or aluminum food and drink cans. Clean, empty and dry. Not 
accepted: Any other metal anything.

PLASTIC Accepted: Empty, clean plastic bottles and jugs. Not accepted: Any other plastic 
even if it has a recycle logo on it. It has to go into the trash bin. Grocery stores often have an 
outside collection for plastic bags, but you can’t put them in Kimble recycling. Only bottles and 
jugs. We argue over those clam shell containers for things like strawberries. Nope, don’t put it 
in there! And do not crush the plastic bottles, they want them recycled in the same condition you 
purchased them.

Wood, construction materials and of course hazardous materials are not accepted.

The county has Hazardous Materials collected at the Lake County Fairgrounds twice a year. 
You can see more information on the Lake County website, The City of Wickliffe web site and 
there will be a notification in the May issue of the Wickliffe Connection for drop off dates and time.

You’re now an expert recycler! All you need to do now is wheel your cart to the street by 7 
a.m. and retrieve the empty container by 9 p.m. Make sure it’s within two feet of the street and it 
should be at least three feet from other trash containers, tree or mailbox etc.

Ta da! Great job. Hope this helps you win a recycling argument!
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Community

My Goal is to Bring You Home

Keep        ickliffe Beautiful

Growing up in Wickliffe, Pat Hintz Jewell 
knew she wanted to be a writer. The 1975 grad 
said, “The Wickliffe Schools have always done 
an excellent job of teaching students to write, 
and I fell in love with putting words together 
in a way that could touch hearts and provoke 
thoughts back in junior high.”

Signing up to be a writing major at Kent 
State University, she was surprised when her 
Dad (Wickliffe teacher Walter Hintz) handed 
her a book on Gifted Education just as she 
started her college career. Pat was hooked and 
switched majors.

In the mid-1980’s, while teaching in a Gifted 
program out of state, Pat was asked to coach an 
Academic Challenge team as they competed in 
an innovative computerized competition called 
the Knowledge Master Open. It was so much 
fun, that she took that coaching to other schools 
when she moved back to Ohio, settling back in 
Wickliffe to raise her sons. Finally ending up not 
only coaching teams at Hawken School where 
she taught and Wickliffe High School where she 
volunteered, she also helped to start an entire 
Academic Challenge league in the area holding 3 
to 4 tournaments per year. Both schools did well 
enough to place at the Regional Tournament and 
then go to the National Academic Champion-
ship in Chicago – not just one year, but several.

But Pat hadn’t forgotten her love of writing. 
With the encouragement of her husband, Rod, 
and her sons, Dan and Alex; she started to write 
down stories of life and what it teaches us. “I 
grew up in a remarkable family,” she says. “My 
parents lived their lives in joy and love, and 
they spread that to everyone. My family was so 
much larger than the people we are related to 
genetically, because being connected by love 

can be as strong as being connected by blood.” 
Pat wondered if there was a way to spread what 
her parents had taught her so that others could 
live in joy as well.

Her book, “Oh Da Joy” features short chap-
ters called Lessons, in which a short story is 
followed by an application to real life. Finishing 
the book in 2019, Pat sent it off to publishers 
after hesitating for a couple of months, thinking 
they would likely not respond – or respond and 
hate it. However, it was a wonderful surprise 
when Kharis Publishing responded with an offer 
to publish the book for her. Oh Da Joy came out 
at the end of 2019 fulfilling the dream of that 
Wickliffe Junior High student of so long ago.

In 2020, when the pandemic began, all pos-
sible book tours went unplanned for the time, 
but she is looking forward to scheduling some 
in the future. In the meantime, Pat has not 
been idle. At the beginning of the pandemic 
she was completing her 41st year in educa-
tion by teaching online, when she got a phone 
call with an unusual request. The owner of the 
Academic Challenge question company who 
did that Knowledge Master Open competition 
in which her teams had competed for so long 
was retiring. Pat was asked if she would take 
over the company. In June of 2020, Pat became 
the President of Academic Hallmarks LLC, now 
headquartered here in Wickliffe. She provides 
questions for hundreds of tournaments all over 
the world, as well as running that Knowledge 
Master Open competition – now virtual – that 
she so loved as a coach. This is being extended 
to cover more than the elementary through high 
school grade levels of the original, so that an 
offering will come out in early summer which 
will be for Family or Friend teams to compete. 

Also in the works is a short program for team 
building that companies can provide for their 
employees. If anyone wants to get together a 
team to compete, they can contact her through 
the Academic Hallmarks website at www.aca-
demichallmarks.com.

“This is all a case of each step leading to 
the next,” Pat says. “It wasn’t all planned out. 
It was about being open to opportunities to try 
new things, about finding out what I love doing 
so that I can do it. Not all I’ve tried has worked 
out – don’t ask about the scuba diving class. Lol. 
But I encourage everyone to follow dreams and 

try new things. It doesn’t have to be in the area 
of what you do for living. It doesn’t have to be 
something you get paid for or get recognition for. 
Just something that will bring you joy in doing it.”

Pat says that if anyone wants a copy, it’s 
available on the publisher’s site as well as on 
Amazon or Barnes & Noble. She’d be happy to 
sign copies for Wickliffe residents. However, 
the main goal of the book is to help people find 
Joy in their lives. The book is at the Wickliffe 
Public Library if anyone would like to read it 
without the expense of buying a copy. Either 
way, Enjoy!

Wickliffe Junior High student dream comes true with ‘Oh Da Joy’

& 2023 Event KickOff
Thursday, March 16, 2023 • 7 p.m.
at the Wickliffe Community Center

Social

We at YOUR Wickliffe Fire Department 
hope your Christmas was Merry and your 
Holidays Happy. With the post-holiday cold, 
wintery weather in place until spring, here are 
some things to consider to keep you and your 
family warm and safe until then.

Did you remember to change your Carbon 
Monoxide and smoke detector batteries this fall? 
Are you testing them monthly to ensure they’re 
operational? Are they 7-10 years old and need re-
placed? Are smoke detectors on every 
floor and is your CO alarm near your 
sleeping area to wake you at night?

Has your furnace been 
cleaned and inspected? Not 
only does this optimize effi-
ciency, but it helps to prevent 
malfunctions that can cause a 
fire or carbon monoxide emer-
gency. If you have a newer furnace 
that exhausts out a side wall, are the 
pipes clear from snow to allow air transfer?

If you’re using a wood burning stove or 
fireplace, has it been cleaned and inspected? Are 
you burning dry, seasoned hardwood? Is there a 
screen or other spark arresting device in place 
to keep burning material inside?

Is there a fire hydrant in your front yard? 
A neighbors? Is it visible or is it buried from 
shoveled or plowed snow? If able, can you clear 
a three feet radius around your hydrant? If not, 
please keep the top bonnet clear and visible so 
we can find it if necessary.

Have you discarded your live Christmas 
tree? If not it’s probably pretty dry, posing a 
fire hazard.

Winter weather always poses challenges to 
traveling by roads. Here are some safe driving 

tips to remember:
Check the forecast. Often. Most everyone 

has access to a mobile device that can give up-
to-date weather information via an app. Use this 
available information to plan your activities. 
With a little planning and forethought, you can 
prevent trips in poor weather that could have 
been accomplished under better conditions.

How are your vehicle’s tires, windshield 
wipers, and fluid? Do you have the necessary 

traction control and visibility to get 
around safely, or do you need to 

make an appointment with your 
mechanic?

Don’t run out of fuel while 
driving. Watch that gas gauge. 
Don’t leave yourself stranded, 
wandering around on foot, or 

stuck in traffic because you 
were too busy or forgot to fuel up.
When the weather is poor or 

roads aren’t ideal, leave extra time to get to 
your destination. Or when possible, reschedule 
and stay home.

Keep your cell phone charged and limit its 
use when you drive. Remember if you’re try-
ing to get emergency help, calling 911 from 
your cell phone gets you regional dispatch, not 
Wickliffe FD/PD.

Program 440-943-1234 into your phone and 
dial it for an immediate connection.

Respect the risk of frostbite and hypothermia. 
Limit time spent outdoors, don’t overexert, 
dress appropriately, and take frequent warming 
breaks. Check on your neighbors too. Let’s help 
one another stay safe.

Spring will be here before you know it. But 
in the meantime stay safe and warm.

Winter Safety
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by ChaGrin river 
WaTerSheD ParTnerS, inC.

There are so many things to love about winter – hot cocoa, 
fresh snow, sledding and warm fires — but don’t forget about 
keeping your watershed healthy this winter. During the winter 
the ground freezes and it can be difficult for water to soak 
through the soil. Snow and ice often trap pollutants that build 
up until they are released in the springtime thaw. When the 
snow melts, all that runoff is released into surrounding bodies 
of water, including the Chagrin River and Lake Erie. Don’t 
worry, we have some easy tips for you this winter to reduce 
your pollution and help keep your watershed safe!

Salting Hacks and Tips
Road salt contains sodium chloride 

(NaCl) which can contaminate drinking 
water, endanger wildlife, and increase soil 
erosion. But unsalted surfaces in the winter 
can be dangerous, so we have a few tips for 
reducing road salt usage and finding other alternatives.

1. Don’t be afraid to use less salt! 12 oz. of evenly spread salt is all you need for an area equal 
to 10 sidewalk squares

2. Use beet juice – mixing beet juice with salt can stretch out the use of salt, a good ratio to start 
with is 80% salt brine and 20% beet juice

3. Use potassium acetate (KA), calcium magnesium acetate (CMA), or sand instead of road 
salt. These 3 alternatives are less damaging and more effective than salt (particularly when 
temperatures drop below 15°F)

Protect Your Watershed This Winter
Safe Shoveling Ideas

When shoveling, try to pile snow on or near vegetated areas, 
this way when the snow melts it can soak into the ground. When 
snow melts into the ground, it helps water plants and the plant 
roots help filter any contaminates out of snowmelt. Overall, this 
prevents contaminated runoff from infiltrating streams. Plant na-
tive, salt-tolerant plants where you dump snow to add an extra 
filtering buffer to your landscape. Winterberry shrubs or little 
bluestem grasses are both great options to try!

Keep Drains Clear 
Mark your storm drains before a big 

snow fall to indicate where you should 
shovel. Keeping drains clear of snow is an 
easy way to prevent flooding and keep your 

property clear of standing water. If you are interested in helping the community reduce water 
pollution, you can adopt a storm drain! This is super easy – just find a storm drain or two on your 
street and check in on it once a week to make 
sure it is clear of debris and snow.

Winter Car Wash Tips
While it may be tempting to hose off 

your salty car in the winter, it can be damaging to the watershed. All the sludge from your car 
will likely drain directly into the sewers or ditches that lead straight to streams, the Chagrin River, 
and Lake Erie. Instead, treat yourself to a commercial car wash. Professional car washes typically 
have systems in place to use less water, reuse soapy water, or send runoff to water treatment areas.

For more information about residential solutions for clean water and stormwater manage-
ment, visit Chagrin River Watershed Partners’ (CRWP) website at: https://crwp.org/.

Extra tips: shovel an area before applying 
salt and store any salt under a roof cover to 
minimize polluted runoff.

Remember: shoveling is a workout! Pace 
yourself and use your legs to reduce any back 
injuries.

Remember: storm drains go directly into 
local bodies of water.

Lake County Commissioners 
Approve use of ARPA Funds

December 19, 2022 – Lake County Commissioners approve the use of ARPA (American 
Rescue Plan Act) funds for the Lake Metroparks Lakefront Trail and the Chagrin River Ripar-
ian Corridor Stormwater Management and Water Quality Project.

Lake Metroparks is working to construct a two-mile multi-purpose trail along with Lake 
Erie coastline from Fairport Harbor to Painesville Township Park. Upon completion, the 
10-foot-wide asphalt trail will link Painesville Township Park to Fairport Harbor. Together 
the parks attract over 500,000 visitors annually. This will be the longest Lake Erie lakefront 
trail in Ohio.

This trail will improve the health of our community and provide a catalyst for further 
economic development in the area. Creation of the trail will provide clean, safe access to 
outdoor recreation and a location for visitors to stay healthy by walking, running, or biking.

“The Metroparks have been a tremendous partner with this board, and the county in general. 
Our Metroparks are among the best in the state of Ohio. You often hear us talk about safety 
and our Metroparks are safe. They’re a key reason Lake County is somewhere you can live, 
work, and raise a family,” said Commission President John R. Hamercheck.

Sky Nails
Tue.-Sat.: 10am-7pm

Sunday: 9am-4pm
Monday: Closed

440-295-8144

30426 Euclid Ave.
Wickliffe, OH 44092

Gift Certificates Available

Booking the best in 
children’s entertainment

440-944-0278
Call us for clowns, balloon artists, 

face painters, magicians, 
caricature/henna/airbrush artists, 

costume characters, science & bubble 
shows, inflatables, fun foods & much more!

www.flower-entertainment.com

Do you have recent hometown pictures of Wickliffe?
(Events, services, amenities, recreation, parks or places) 
We would love to see them! Send them in and you 
may find your picture posted on the NEW City of 

Wickliffe website, launching this summer! 
Submit your digital picture(s) to khopton@cityofwickliffe.com.
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ridgecliff hospital nurses’ station.

by WiCKLiffe hiSToriCaL SoCieTy

“A number of years ago Mr. and Mrs. Fergus 
B. Squire bought a country place at Wickliffe 
on which stood a log cabin built in pioneer 
days. The beams in the cabin are of solid 
walnut and the whole was such a staunch little 
structure that the Squires decided to enlarge 
it. So around the original cabin has evolved 
their present home, which was christened 
‘Cobblestone Garth’. Literally hundreds of 
cobblestones were brought from miles around 
for foundations and chimneys, and encircling 
the whole estate is a high wall of the stones. 
The word garth is old English for garden.”

-  Plain Dealer, 
Sunday, August 12, 1923

Cobblestone Garth was built as the country 
estate of Fergus B. Squire, Vice President of 
Standard Oil Company and Wickliffe’s second 
mayor (1922-1923), and his family. Built in 
1903 at the corner of Ridge Road and Arnold 

Road (now Bishop Road), the seven acres 
included the family’s palatial home as well as 
several smaller homes for servants; a carriage 
house; and a light house. The Squire family oc-
cupied the house until December of 1930.

The estate was shortly thereafter acquired by 
Doctor and Mrs. William Glendinning and was 
renovated and opened as Ridgecliff Sanitarium, 
a psychiatric hospital. The all-female cottage of 
the hospital, located on the property north of the 
main building, was destroyed by a tragic fire in 
1933 in which several patients perished. The 
main building of the hospital was unharmed in 
the fire and remained operational until it was 
phased out and relocated in the 1960s.

After remaining vacant for many years, the 
estate was demolished in 1977 and soon after-
ward a new facility was underway, which would 
become Wickliffe Country Place.

The original carriage house and light house of the 
notable Cobblestone Garth remain on Ridge Road 
across the street from Wickliffe City Hall. Also 
remaining is part of the cobblestone wall, which 
extended along the roads surrounding the property.

Wickliffe Historical Society

Wickliffe Historical Society now has a 
Facebook page! Like us or Follow us to learn 

more about the rich history of Wickliffe.

Cobblestone Garth  — 
The Country Estate of Fergus B. Squire

ridgecliff hospital dormitory.

ridgecliff hospital exam room.

Ridgecliff 
Hospital

Cobblestone Garth - Squire residence.

Cobblestone Garth carriage house.

Cobblestone Garth view from arnold road looking south.

Cobblestone Garth view from ridge looking north.

Lighthouse.
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Infield Chiropractic!
$25.00 sports physicals all year round.

22570 Lakeshore Blvd. Euclid, Ohio
Like us on facebook @Infield Chiropractic-Euclid

or call us at 216-938-7889

Caterina Burjes made her home here in Wickliffe on Vinewood Drive. We would all like to 
congratulate her on celebrating on November 25, 2022, her 100th Birthday. A party was given for 
her at Danbury of Mentor, where she now lives. She shared this special moment with her family, 
friends and even with our Mayor Joe Sakacs. Happy Birthday, Caterina!

Happy 100th Birthday

American Red Cross 
Blood Drives 2023
Help save lives!
Appointments are needed. 
Schedule online https://
www.redcrossblood.
org/give.html/find-
drive or call 1-800-
RED CROSS.
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 19, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Wickliffe Community Center
 900 Worden Road

JAB SUPPLY
READY-MIX
CONCRETE

•  RECYCLED AGGREGATES AVAILABLE  •

30155 EUCLID AVENUE
WICKLIFFE, OHIO 44092

440-585-1010
CSM.JABSUPPLY@GMAIL.COM

Help Keep Our Parks Clean
Do you have recent hometown pictures of Wickliffe?
(Events, services, amenities, recreation, parks or places) 
We would love to see them! Send them in and you 
may find your picture posted on the NEW City of 

Wickliffe website, launching this summer! 
Submit your digital picture(s) to khopton@cityofwickliffe.com.
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Golf Course Rates 
“Winter Rates” applicable - $5 per round

ADDITIONAL FEES: 
Power Cart: $5 per rider (maximum 2 riders per cart)

Pull Cart: $1
CALL FOR CURRENT RATES AND CONDITIONS

GReen RidGe Golf CouRseSPECIAL EVENTS

Wickliffe Youth Football League - www.wickliffeyouthfootball.com
www.facebook.com/wickliffeyouthfootballleague/

Wickliffe Soccer Club - www.wickliffesoccerclub.org
Wickliffe Fastpitch - www.wickliffefastpitch.org

Wickliffe Baseball League - www.wickliffebaseball.com

Wickliffe Recreation - 2023 

on-line oR in-PeRson PaVilion 
ReseRVations Continue foR 2023

 

 
• Companionship • Errands           
• Personal Care • Bathing 
• Advanced Care • Transport 
• Light Cleaning • Meals 

 
Dina & Chris Vanjo  

440.340.1340 
 

Call today for FREE 
care & site assessments! 

 
29311 Euclid Ave., Suite A 

Wickliffe, OH 44092 
handsofmercyfc.com 

 
 
 

Richard A. Solwitz, D.V.M.
Office Hours by Appt. 440-943-5120
30125 Euclid Ave., Wickliffe

WICKLIFFE 
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
29955 Ridge Road P.O. Box 436

Wickliffe, OH 44092 • 440-585-8412
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

ALL ARE WELCOME
Thrift Store & Food Pantry 
serving the community

The Wickliffe Recreation Department is located on the first floor of Wickliffe City Hall, 28730 
Ridge Rd. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday thru Friday. For information on any of 
the programs listed, visit www.cityofwickliffe.com or call 440-943-7120. Refer questions to our 
Recreation Director, Timothy E. Stopp at tstopp@cityofwickliffe.com. Follow the Wickliffe 
Recreation Department on Facebook for program updates and information. If you would like to 
sponsor one of the many community events hosted by the Recreation Department, give us a call.
We are always looking for sponsors to help offset the expense of programs.

Photo Policy
Photos are often taken at our special events, programs, and camps to preserve 
the memory of the past and to promote future activities. These photos are 
exclusively used by the City of Wickliffe.

HOLIDAY HELPING HAND RECAP

YOUTH SPORTS
WICK KICKERS

A four-week program for boys and girls ages 4-6. Boys and girls have fun and learn the basics 
of soccer. Session includes instruction, participation with fun age appropriate drills designed to 
teach skills, and a non-competitive game. This is a program to introduce young children to the 
sport of soccer. Parents may be asked to help with some drills. Make sure to bring a water bottle 
and shin guards.

SESSION WILL START SATURDAY APRIL 8 THROUGH APRIL 29, 2023, 4 consecu-
tive, Saturdays 9:30-10:15 a.m. at Coulby Park, behind tennis courts. Each participant receives a 
T-shirt and a ball. WICKLIFFE RESIDENTS: $40/ NON-RESIDENTS: $50 LIMITED TO THE 
FIRST 25 WHO REGISTER AND PAY.

OTHER COMMUNITY SPORTS LEAGUES

29150 Ridge Road
440-943-0007

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 1 at Coulby Park for Wickliffe children up 

through 7 years old. Some children will find a unique egg and 
can then exchange the ticket in that egg for a special prize. 
Meet at the Coulby Park Gazebo on Saturday, April 1 at 11:30 
a.m. sharp. Held Rain or Shine. Visit with the Easter Bunny!

Watch for the upcoming May issue of the Wickliffe Connection with Summer 
Day Camp, Youth Sport Camps, Pool Pass Sales, Pool Opening Dates, Summer 
Concert Series, Big Screen Movies Under the Stars and more!

JOIN OUR TEAM FOR SUMMER 2023
This spring the Wickliffe Recreation Department will be seeking qualified 

candidates to work at our Pools & Spray Park as LIFEGUARDS and POOL 
ATTENDANTS for the Summer of 2023.

Lifeguards must have current lifeguard certification or be able to achieve 
certification prior to first day. Seasonal full time and part time positions are 
available. Employment is available to all ages; 15 1/2 to adults. Applications will be available 
online www.cityofwickliffe.com or in the Recreation Department office at City Hall. Completed 
applications will be accepted in the Recreation office until June 1, 2023.

Helping Wickliffe families for almost 40 years! The Wickliffe Recre-
ation Department works with Wickliffe City Schools to provide help to 
needy families during the holiday season through our Holiday Helping 
Hand Program. Employees of The Lubrizol Corporation and Truline 
Industries again stepped up this year to generously aid this program 
with the commitment to support a large number of gift requests.

The Wickliffe City Club continues to be a strong partner with 
this being their largest task of the year: providing a complete 
holiday meal/food gift cards and delivering to several fami-
lies. There are many Wickliffe employees, organizations, and 
businesses who help every year with this program: The Knights of Columbus, Vittorio’s Buon 
Appetito, Two Men and a Truck, Girl Scouts and several private Wickliffe families. We cannot 
thank our sponsors enough! They are so very important; they make this program possible! Our 
sponsors and volunteers fill gift requests, donate gift cards, donate non-perishable food items, and 
/or assist with deliveries, all in time to help make Christmas a little brighter for so many Wickliffe 
families. If you would like to be a part of this charitable program next year please contact Karrie 
Hopton, Recreation Department, 440-943-7120 or khopton@cityofwickliffe.com.

If you would like to avoid in-person 
pavilion reservation requests at City Hall, 
you can take advantage of the online 
pavilion reservation process which is out-
lined below. The Recreation Department 
located at City Hall can also accommodate 
in-person reservation requests at this time.

A $40/$50 rental fee is required for all 
pavilion reservations. Payment secures 
your reservation.

Forms are available on the city’s web-
site from the “Recreation” tab on the homepage and then select “Parks and Pavilions.”

Fill out the online form, save it and then attach it to your email request submission to
Khopton@cityofwickliffe.com. Send two alternate pavilion/dates in the body of your email 

should your first request be unavailable. Requests will be reviewed in the order that they are re-
ceived to this email address. Residency will be verified by Wickliffe address. Payment by phone 
or in person. Rental fee is refundable with a one week notice in writing. Pavilion usage is on a 
“first come, first serve” basis when reservation is not posted or confirmed.
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WiCKliffe senioR PRoGRaMMinG
Check the city’s website at www.cityofwickliffe.com under the Recreation tab listed as Senior 
Citizen Center- Programming & Resources for the most current schedule of offerings.

Meal Program & senior Bus transportation
The daily congregate meal by the Lake County Council on Aging at the Wickliffe Senior Center 
at 900 Worden Road. Call the Nutrition Center Site at 440-373-5017 for more info.

Meals-on-Wheels is available to Seniors 60 and over who are handicapped or housebound through 
the Lake County Council on Aging by calling 440-205-8111.

Limited transportation is available for senior services to Wickliffe residents 55 and older or those 
with a disability. Please call the Recreation Department at 440-943-7120 for details.

UPCOMING SENIOR CENTER EVENTS:
Friday, Feb. 10 – Valentine’s Day Bingo – 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 14 – Valentine’s Day Party – 2–4 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 15 – Blood Drive 9:30 a.m.–3 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 20 – President’s Day - Center Closed
Monday, Feb. 27 – Veterans Meeting – 9 a.m.
Friday, March 10 – St. Patty’s Bingo – 9 a.m.
Thursday, March 16 – St. Patrick’s Day Party – 2–4 p.m.

eVeninG instRuCtion
Program Policies / Class Registration / Payment

With guidance and consultation from the Recreation Director, instructors determine class 
pricing, size, make-ups, refunds, and cancellations. Classes and programs are offered to both 
residents and non-residents. Fees may vary. Pre-registration is requested, encouraged and expected 
for evening Recreation classes that are offered at the Wickliffe Community Center. Contact the 
Recreation Department at 440-943-7120 to pre-register for a class. Discounts are offered when 
compared to “drop-in” rates over a complete session. Payments should not be made to instructors, 
but to Recreation Department representatives. Make payment by cash or by check to the “City of 
Wickliffe” prior to the start of a new session. Checks can be mailed to the Recreation Department 
at 28730 Ridge Road or payment can be made in person to the Recreation Department located 
in the rear entrance of City Hall from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. A $25 processing fee will be assessed 
on all returned checks. Credit card payments may also be made to the Recreation Department in 
person or by phone.

Cancellations and Refunds
Each instructor determines the size of the class he/she wishes to teach. If classes must be can-

celled due to insufficient enrollment, those who have prepaid will be notified and prepayments 
will be refunded. If an instructor must postpone a class, a make-up lesson may be scheduled with 
instructor. If the student misses a class, most programs do not allow for makeup. No refunds will 
be made after the first class commences unless instructor gives permission. Refunds are only of-
fered in extreme circumstances. A minimal processing fee will be assessed to all refunds.

Participants acknowledge and assume the potential risk of injury by the participation in recre-
ation offerings and agree to waive, release, and relinquish all claims against the City of Wickliffe 
and its representatives arising from the participation in such classes/events. Management reserves 
the right to resolve any issue that may arise.

Everyone entering the Center will be asked to sign-in with the front desk staff upon each and 
every arrival. Help us stay safe by using the sanitizing and disinfecting products that are located 
at the Center. Sanitize your hands frequently to help stop the spread of germs. As with all exercise 
classes, please consult your physician before beginning any exercise program.

AEROBICS - Instructed by Kathy Brown
A low impact Aerobics class which strengthens and tones muscles, reduces body 
fat, reduces stress and improves cardiovascular endurance. Bring water, a mat and 
weights. Tuesdays and Thursdays 6-7 p.m. 6 week sessions: $60 for 12 classes, 
$35 for 6 classes, $8 per drop in class. Tuesday Sessions; current through Feb. 14, Feb. 21 through 
March 28, (no class April 4) April 11 through May 16. Thursday Sessions: current through Feb. 16, 
Feb. 23 through March 30, (no class (April 6) April 13 through May 18.

SOCIAL DANCE - Instructed by Andrew Calori
Come join us and learn how to ballroom dance and more. We offer 6-week classes in 
Waltz, Foxtrot, Swing, Rumba, Cha-Cha, and Tango. Only $5 per class! Mondays 7-8 
p.m. Sessions: Feb. 27 through April 3, April 10 through May 15

CHAIR YOGA CLASS - Instructed by Cassandra Shofar
This is a modified form of yoga on or around a chair. You will gently stretch and strengthen 
with proper breathing. You will increase strength and flexibility which will de-stress your 
life. Wednesdays 5:30-6:15 p.m. $40 for 6-week session, $9 per drop-in class. Sessions: 
current through Feb. 8, Feb. 15 through March 22, March 29 through May 3. New 2023 rates will 
be $45 per session and $10 drop-in beginning Feb. 15.

YOGA CLASS - Instructed by Cassandra Shofar
Through guided yoga postures, breathing techniques, relaxation, and meditation, you 
will experience increased energy within a relaxed body and quiet mind. Come experi-

ence the effects of bringing body, mind, and spirit into harmony. All skill levels of yoga welcome. 

WiCKliffe CoMMunitY CenteR
The Wickliffe Community Center located at 900 Worden Road is open for evening exercise 
classes and other community activities Monday through Thursday from 5 to 9 p.m. Wickliffe 
adults (age 18-54) may purchase an annual membership pass for $10 to use the exercise room 
during evening hours. Memberships are only available for Wickliffe residents 18 and older. 
Membership is not required to enroll in certain programs, classes, meetings, or special events. 
Please call our office for further information or visit the city website www.cityofwickliffe.com.

CoMMunitY RooM Rental Guidelines
Room rentals to Wickliffe residents are now available Friday evenings after 5 p.m. and on Sat-
urday and Sunday from noon until 9 p.m. Please contact the Wickliffe Recreation Department 
for availability, rates and capacity information at 440-943-7120.

Total payment including a $100 security deposit is required to secure a date. Rental payment 
includes set up and tear down time. Payment and paperwork can be executed at the Recreation 
Department located in City Hall.

Wickliffe Country Place A LegAcy HeALtH SeRViceS FAciLity

1919 Bishop Road, Wickliffe, Ohio 44092 • phone 440-944-9400 • fax 440-944-0955

Take a virtual tour of our website www.lhshealth.com
• Private, Spacious 

Rehabilitation Suites

• Full-Time Nurse 
Practitioner

• Therapy Offered 
7 Days a Week

Our Medical Directors are Dr. Harigopal Balaji, 
Dr. Beejadi Mukunda and Dr. Marinela Turc

• Secure Memory Care 
Unit

• Specialized Cardiac 
Program

• On-Site Dialysis 
Partnered with the CDC

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m. $45 for 6-week session, $9 per drop-in class Sessions: current through 
Feb. 8, Feb. 15 through March 22, March 29 through May 3. New 2023 rates will be $50 per session 
and $10 drop-in beginning Feb. 15.

POLYNESIAN DANCE CLASSES - Instructed by Dahmia
Learn the modern and ancient hula to enhance your grace and poise, as well as strengthen 
and tone your body. Thursdays 6:45-7:45 p.m. $40 for 6-week session available, $10 per 
drop-in class

TURKISH DANCE CLASSES - Instructed by Dahmia
Learn exotic Turkish dancing while you tone and tighten your muscles. Thursdays 7:45-
8:45 p.m. $40 for 6-week session, $10 per drop-in class

ZUMBA - Instructed by Lana Niebuhr (Mondays) and Dawn Urbis (Thursdays)
Fun aerobic fitness program featuring dance and exercise routines incorporating interval 
training alternating fast and slow rhythms to help improve cardiovascular fitness. Get 
moving for your health! Great for all ages. Bring water bottle and towel and wear good 
exercise shoes. $35 for one day per week 7-week session, $7 per drop-in class, Monday 
6:30-7:15 p.m. sessions: (no class until Feb. 27) Feb. 27 through April 10 (no class April 17), April 
24 through June 12 (no class May 29) Thursday 7:30-8:15 p.m. sessions: current through Feb. 16 
(no class Feb. 23), March 2 through April 13 (no class April 20), April 27 through June 8.

We started off 2023 with great family fun at 
the Wickliffe recreation Department’s 14th 
annual Winterfest and Chili Cook-off, held 
at Green ridge Golf Course on Saturday, 
Jan. 14, 2023.

help from Wickliffe boy Scout Troop 289.
Chili Cook off Winner – Jeff Walsh with 
Mayor Sakacs.

Judges for Chili Cook off – Guest Judge 
– Willoughby Mayor, bob fiala, Wickliffe 
Mayor – Joe Sakacs and Ward 2 Council-
man randy Gerhardstein.
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Wickliffe Public Library
Wickliffe Public Library 
1713 Lincoln Road, Wickliffe, Ohio 44092 
Phone number: 440-944-6010   
Fax number: 440-944-7264 
www.wickliffepl.org 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
          

 
 

Library Hours:  
            Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am - 9:00 pm 

 Friday - Saturday: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 Sunday: CLOSED 

 
  

         

Mission Statement: The Wickliffe Public Library serves all people, addresses informational needs, and provides opportunities for lifelong learning. 

Red Cross Blood Drives 
Every two seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood. It is essential for  
surgeries, cancer treatment, chronic illnesses, and traumatic injuries. Whether  
a patient receives whole blood, red cells, platelets or plasma, this lifesaving 
care starts with one person making a generous donation. Donating blood  
makes a big difference in the lives of others. Wickliffe Public Library has Red 
Cross Blood Drives scheduled throughout the year. The next blood drive will 
be on Thursday, April 20 from 12:00 - 6:00 PM 
To schedule an appointment, go to: redcrossblood.org  

Friends of the Wickliffe Public Library 
The Friends group provides funding for library programs.  Join Friends!  
Membership rates are as follows: Individual/$8, Senior/$5, Family/$12.   
To learn more or to become a Friend, please call 440-944-6010 or go to 
http://wickliffepl.org/friends-wickliffe-public-library.   
The next meeting is Tuesday, March 14 at 1:00 PM. 
 
Friends Book Sale: Saturday, February 11, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM. Visit the 
book sale room and fill a bag for $5! Bags will be provided.  

City Dogs Cleveland Donation Drive 

Library holds notification! 
1. Go to www.wickliffepl.org 
2. Click on Account Info 
3. Log in using library card number 
and password 
4. Click on My Account 
5. Click on Personal Information, 
click Edit, go to Notifications, 

Pay your fine online! 
1. Go to www.wickliffepl.org 
2. Click on Account Info 
3. Log in using library card number 
and password 
4. Click on My Account 
5. Click on Fines 
6. Follow prompts (You may use  
MasterCard, Visa or Discover) 

Totally Tween Tree Decorating  

Library Card: You are never too old or too young to get a library card.  A  
library card is available FREE to anyone who lives, works, owns property, or 
goes to school in Ohio. Application is made in person at the library. Your  
Wickliffe Public Library card may be used at any Clevnet Library.  Please  
remember to inform the library of a change of address and to report a lost card 
immediately. Replacement for a lost card is $1.00.  Damaged or worn cards will 
be replaced free of charge.  
 
Curbside Service is offered Monday through Friday from 10:00 AM to  
4:00 PM. You may place holds utilizing our website or by calling the  
library. When you phone with your requests, please have your library card  
number ready.  Typically, your hold will be ready 24 hours after you place your 
request. You will be notified through the Clevnet system when your hold is 
ready for pick up, or call us to be sure your items are ready prior to coming to 
the library. When you arrive at the library, please pull around to the back of the 
building by the brown double doors and park on the striped lines.  Call the  
library at 440-944-6010 to inform us you are here and provide your name and 
library card number. We will check out and bag your items and bring them to 
your car.  Have your library card/ID ready to show staff.    
 
Homebound Service: If you are elderly or disabled at home, either temporarily 
or permanently, we can help. We will bring you library materials which include 
large print books, books on CD, DVDs and more. Just call the library at  
440-944-6010 to begin this free service.   
 
Libby allows you to borrow and enjoy free eBooks, audiobooks, and magazines 
from Clevnet’s digital collection wherever you are with no late fees! All you 
need is your device and a library card. See our website www.wickliffepl.org for 
more information. 
 
NextReads is an online e-newsletter that delivers reading recommendations 
based on your reading interests. See our website for more information. 
 
The CLEVNET Libraries app is on android and iOS. Search the collection, 
place holds, manage your account, access linked accounts, display your library 
card barcode, and find directions to CLEVNET libraries.  
 
Wickliffe Public Library is an official Passport Acceptance Agency and  
accepts passport applications on behalf of the U.S. Department of State. Staff 
members authorized as Passport Agents follow the guidelines set forth by the 
U.S. Department of State in regards to issuing passports. Information on current 
requirements and fees may be found through the U.S. Department of State’s 
website: travel.state.gov. Please call the library at 440-944-6010 to make an  
appointment with a Passport Acceptance Agent. Appointments based on agent 
availability.  The library does not provide photo service.   
 
Free Notary Service is offered at the library by appointment. Please call the 
library at 440-944-6010 for notary availability and to make an appointment. 
 
Fax Services (sending and receiving) are offered by the library. Fees apply.   
Local Calls: all 440 and 216 will be considered local calls (plus 800 #s) and are 
$1.00 for the call and $0.25 per page.  Long distance Calls: all other area codes 
are $2.50 for the call and $0.25 per page 
  
Copying and Printing Services: Black and white copies are $0.10 each for 
8½” X 11” page and color copies are $0.25 each for 8½” X 11” page. 
 
Golden Buckeye Applications are available at the library.  
 

Device Help: Learn how to download and use the Libby app and 
more! Please remember to charge your device before coming. Call 
the library at 440-944-6010 to make an appointment. 

LIBRARY SERVICES 

Terry Pluto-Vintage Browns Program After School with Officer Smith 

DIRECTOR’S CORNER 
 
Happy New Year, I hope 2023 is off to a great start for everyone.  We have 
taken the results of our 2022 survey and made some improvements! 
 
New furniture is arriving soon and you will see continued improvements to the 
library facility throughout the year to create an updated, inviting environment 
for patrons of all ages. 
 
You asked for additional study space.  We opened up a second study room, 
available first come, first serve.  We also updated our study desks in the rear of 
the building and our new computer terminals with electrical outlets and USB 
outlets right at desk level.  There will also be additional electric and USB  
outlets in various areas of the library with our newly installed furniture. 
 
More options for book clubs and additional adult programming were also  
mentioned in the survey results.  We have added additional times for our  
current book clubs.  Mystery Book Club will still meet the third Tuesday of the 
month at 3:00 pm; but we are adding an evening time as well.  You are  
welcome to join us the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:30 PM.  The same 
mystery book will be discussed at both time options, just pick the time that 
works best for you!  The same is true for our Monday night book club.  On the 
2nd Monday of the month, you can choose from an 11:00 AM discussion time 
or 6:30 PM.  Again, readers will enjoy the same book, just offering a day and 
evening opportunity to discuss the book with others. 
 
Cookbook club continues the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM and we are 
bringing back Adult Coloring Club EVERY WEEK!  Join us every Thursday 
morning at 11:00 AM.  Coloring sheets will be provided along with crayons, 
colored pencils and gel pens for your creative, relaxing enjoyment.  Bring a 
friend, enjoy a little music, a fun theme and color your stress away! 
 
The Children’s department will be adding special pop-up programs in addition 
to our weekly story time offerings and after school programs.  Keep an eye on 
our FB page and website and call to register early for all our amazing  
programs! 
 
Thank you for responding to our survey last year.  We hope you make 2023 the 
year to enjoy and utilize YOUR public library! 
 
Robin Bartley, Director 
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Wickliffe Public Library

YA PROGRAMS  

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

Totally Tween (5th- 8th grade) - Wednesdays at 2:30 PM   
 Join us for socializing and fun activities Registration requested: call 440-944-6010, 
email juv.desk@wickliffe.lib.oh.us, or visit the library. Themes are subject to change.  

 
 

Tales for a Dog  on the first Saturday of the month  
February 4, March 4, April 1 from 10:00 - 11:00 AM 
Children Kindergarten and up may come in and read to the therapy 
dogs. Readers will improve fluency and gain confidence  in a stress 
free environment.  Registration requested. Call 440-944-6010. 

 
Valentine Card Making from Monday, February 6 - Friday, February 10 
Children ages 12 and under may create a Valentine’s card to give to a loved 
one this February. We will supply the materials, you bring your creativity.  

 
Little Beans Story Time at CouchLand Coffee House (29933 Euclid Ave) 
1st Tuesday of the month, February 7, March 7, April 4 at 11:00 AM  
Books, rhymes, and music perfect for ages 6 and under  

with an adult. Food and beverages are available for purchase before and after story 
time.  Registration requested, call 440-944-6010. 
 

Little Sweethearts on Friday, February 10 at 11:00 AM 
Join us at the library for stories, songs, and a craft to celebrate your loved 
ones! Children ages 6 and under accompanied by an adult. Registration  
required, call 440-944-6010. 

 
After School Adventures on Tuesdays at 3:15 PM  
(February 7-March 7; March 21-May 9)  
Children Kindergarten - 4th grade will explore literature, science  
concepts, arts, and culture through various activities every Tuesday. 

Classes will include: Book & Brush, STEAM, Nature Nuts, Kids and Crafts. Registration 
requested. Call 440-944-6010 to register. 
 

Little Owls Story Time on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM  
(February 8-March 8; March 22-May 10)) 
Children ages birth to six years old join us for rhymes, stories, 
and songs.  Registration requested. Call 440-944-6010 to register. 

 
Family Moonlight Story Time on Thursdays at 6:15 PM 
(February 9-March 9; March 23-May 11) 
Children ages birth to six years old join us for rhymes, music, stories, 
and more. Registration requested.  Call 440-944-6010 to register. 

 
Neighborhood Forest Registration  February 15 - March 15 
Wickliffe Public Library is celebrating Earth Day this spring by  
participating in the Annual Neighborhood Forest Free Tree Program, 
whose aim is to provide free trees to kids every Earth Day. Go to 

www.neighborhoodforest.org for more information. 
 

Sensory Friendly Story Time on the last Friday of the month  
February 24, March 24, April 28 at 10:00 AM 
Children of all abilities are welcome to enjoy stories, movement, and  
music in a calm and safe environment. This is the perfect program for 
children who have physical or sensory challenges which may make 
them less comfortable in a traditional story time setting.  For ages 10 
and under with an adult. Space is limited. Registration required. Call 

440-944-6010 to register for this program. 
 

Lego Super Saturday on last Saturday of the month    
February 25, April 29 at 11:00 AM      
Families with children PreK - 4th grade will explore building  

concepts and stories every last Saturday of the month.  Parents are encouraged to join  
in on the fun. Registration requested. Call 440-944-6010 to register. 
 

Family Fort Night on Tuesday, February 28 at 6:00 PM 
Do you like building forts? Families are invited to listen to a story, 
sing a song, and make a walking s’mores snack. All families need 
to bring their own flashlight, sheets, blankets, and pillows to build 
their own reading fort. After you have made a cozy fort get ready 

to read together. PJ’s are encouraged. Registration is required. Call 440-944-6010 to 
register. 
 

WKPL Post-It Show from Wednesday, March 1 - Friday, March 31 
Patrons of ALL ages are encouraged to participate in our post-it art show. 
Show us your best drawing or doodle to display in the library during the 
month of March.  

 
Make and Take Week from Monday, March 13 - Friday, March 17 
Children ages 10 and under accompanied by an adult may come in to  
create a weather themed craft. 

 
Family Fun Stem Night on Wednesday, March 15, 6:00 - 7:00 PM 
Families with children in Kindergarten and up will be able to circulate 
among four STEM activities. Families will create items about science, 
technology, engineering, and math. Registration required. Call  

440-944-6010 to register. 
 

The Eagle Has Landed on Saturday, March 25, 11:00 AM - Noon 
Children Kindergarten and up will learn about the natural history and  
conservation of the bald eagle and then meet Apollo, Lake Metropark’s  
Animal Ambassador. Space is limited, registration required. Call  
440-944-6010 to register. 

 
Sweet Creations Family Night on Tuesday, March 28 at 6:30 PM 
Families with children in Kindergarten and up may join Angela Costello 
from Goodies on the Go for this family friendly class. Make chocolate 
dipped Oreos, decorate them and enjoy yourselves or give as a gift.  All 

supplies provided. Space is limited, registration required. Call 440-944-6010 to  
register. 
 

Peek-a-Boo Bunny Story Time on Thursday, April 6 at 10:00 AM 
Children ages birth to 6 are invited to attend a special story time about 
everything bunny. There will be stories, songs, rhymes and a craft to 
take home. Registration is required. Call 440-944-6010 to register. 

ADULT PROGRAMS  
 

Adult Winter Reading   December 2022 through February 2023 
Read or listen to a book during the cold winter months and enter our  
drawing for a chance to win a prize basket!  Visit the library and  
enter one slip for each book that is read.  All entries must be  
submitted by closing time on Tuesday, February 28th. 

 
Book Club  Join us the 2nd Monday of the month at 11:00 AM or 6:30 PM  
to discuss the title of the month.  To register, call the library at  
440-944-6010.  February 13: The Wrong Family by Tarryn Fisher  
March 13: We Should Hang Out Sometime by Josh Sundquist  
April 10: Cultish: The Language of Fanaticism by Amanda Montel 

 
Mystery Book Discussion  3rd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM or 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 PM gather to discuss the following titles: 
February: Wednesday, 2/15 at 6:30 PM & Tuesday, 2/21 at 3:00 PM: The 
Cuckoo’s Calling by Robert Galbraith  
March: Wednesday, 3/15 at 6:30 PM & Tuesday, 3/21 at 3:00 PM: Finlay 

Donovan is Killing It by Elle Cosimano  
April: Tuesday, 4/18 at 3:00 PM & Wednesday, 4/19 at 6:30 PM: The Family Upstairs 
by Lisa Jewell 
 

Cookbook Club   3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM 
Each month make a themed dish, join us to share and enjoy your  
recipe!  A one-time registration is necessary; call 440-944-6010 to  

register.  Cookbooks are always available for check-out!  
February 21: Afternoon Tea, March 21: Indian/Pakistani, April 18: Pasta 
 

Book Club for One Read on your own time with no deadline!   
Book Club for One is for people who want to try reading out of their  
comfort zone but may not have time to attend a meeting.  Come to the  
library and pick up a book that includes discussion questions, author  

information, and other  recommendations.  
 

Adult Coloring Club on Thursdays at 11:00 AM  
Relax and connect with other adults at our weekly coloring club.  We’ll 
provide coffee and supplies; just show up and enjoy the calming effects 

of coloring.  Call the library at (440) 944-6010 to register.  
 

Concert Night: Rick and Sharona on Monday, February 6 at 6:30 PM  
Join us for an evening of fun and music from Rick & Sharona!  Have a  
sweetheart?  Make it a date night!  Light refreshments will be available while 
you enjoy the best of the rat pack era, classic rock, Motown, and more.  Don't  

miss your chance to reserve your seat(s) - call the library at 440- 944-6010 to register!   
For more about Rick & Sharona, you can visit: www.rickandsharona.com.  
 

Adult Craft: Pom-Pom Love Birds  
Wednesday, February 8 at 6:30 PM  
Join Melissa Sexstella from Fine Arts Association as she teaches a  
pom-pom art technique to craft adorable love birds, perfectly in tune 

with the upcoming holiday – Valentine's Day!  There will be a supply fee of $4 due the 
evening of the program.  Call 440-944-6010 to register.  Space is limited.  
 

Seed Library: Food, Flower & Flavor  Available March 1, 
while supplies last.  The seed library will, once again, be available at  
Wickliffe Public Library.  Choose from a collection of seeds and start 
your own garden!  Learn more about gardening by checking out a 

book!  
 

Throwing Back the Chair on Thursday, March 2 at 7:00 PM  
Join Phil Bova, author of the book, Throwing Back the Chair, as he recounts  
his impressive 30-year career as a referee for the Big Ten. He will answer  
questions about his career, family life, and his most crazy refereeing  
moments.  Call 440-944-6010 to register.  

 
Adult Craft on Wednesday, April 12 at 6:30 PM  
Join us to make a craft!  Supplies are provided.  Space is limited.  Call  
440-944-6010 to register.  

 
History of Hough Bakery on Thursday, April 13 at 7:00 PM  
Founded in 1903, Hough Bakery was a Cleveland staple for 90 
years.  Through access to the Hough Bakery archives in the library 
of the Western Reserve Historical Society, this program will focus 

on the foundling and growth of the company, Hough Bakery products, and its closure in 
1992.  Find out how, why, and the ways in which their legacy lives on. Call  
440-944-6010 to register.  

**All library programs (Adult, YA/Tween, Children’s) are subject to change.** 
Many thanks to our Friends of the Library group for funding programs! 

February 1: Cinnamon Crisp Hearts/Heart Tags 
February 8; No Sew Heart Pillows 
February 15: Love Bugs 
February 22: Cork Hearts 
March 1: Board Games  
March 8: Make your own mini pizza/Book read by  
Miss Lori (On My Honor by Marion Dane Bauer) 
March 15: Spring Break – NO Program 
March 22: Rainbow Fruit Parfaits  
March 29: Sandpaper Art on T-Shirt 
April 5: Easter Craft 
April 12: Book Tasting 
April 19: Candy Bar Game 
April 26: Painting Small Canvas Panels 

“I will defend the importance of bedtime stories to my last gasp.” 
~JK Rowling 
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MATER  DEI Academy

H & M Concrete & Sewer Company, Inc. 
& Basement Waterproofing

LICENSED
BONDED
INSURED

*** STOP ***
BASEMENT LEAKS NOW!

#1 SEWER BACKFLOW 
PREvENTER INSTALLER! 

LICENSED IN LAKE COUNTY

45 
th 

Anniversary
• 1978 •2023

Honest, Quality Work Since 1978 • Ask Your Neighbors About Us!

vET & SENIOR DISCOUNTS*
*Ad must be presented at time of estimate consultation

• All Cement Work
• All Sewer Work
• All POS Requirements 

(including repairs & camera work)

FREE ESTIMATES (440) 951-9259

BASEMENT
WATERPROOFINg
Waterproofing done all year round

Mater Dei Academy, on the campus of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel parish, sits at the heart 
of Wickliffe and what better way to show the 
love than to light up the middle of town for 
Christmas!

For the second year in a row, students in 
preschool through grade 8 applied their STEM 
knowledge (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math) by designing Christmas lighting dis-
plays. Students in each grade level were tasked 
with designing a Christmas display that would 
stand up to some Cleveland weather, and boy, 
were they tested this year!

Last December we opened the display with 
a cold but beautiful evening, followed by a 
strong wind storm. Many students remem-
bered seeing their projects wind-whipped 
and rolling down Mt. Carmel Drive the next 
morning! They took those memories to heart, 
and many changed the materials they used for 
their 2022 displays. This year we saw wooden 
pallet trees instead of milk jug trains and dis-
plays were firmly anchored into the ground. 
Even with the modifications, we did see some 
damage as we contended with a blizzard and 
60+ mph winds!

An important part of STEM is analyzing 
the process - from planning to building to take 
down. When we returned to school, classes went 
out to examine their displays. Did it survive the 
holiday storm? If not, what could have been 

improved? If it remained standing, what did 
they do to make this happen? Was it material 
choices or location? Discussion questions such 
as these engage students and get their creative 
minds working.

Mater Dei student, andrew ridler, whose 
Christmas Card design was chosen by 
the Catholic Diocese to represent The 
Diocesan Christmas Card for 2022. Con-
gratulations Andrew!

SAVE THE DATE
Mater Dei’s annual Knight to Remember Gala returns 

Saturday, March 11 from 6-10 p.m. in the Mater Dei/Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel gym! Grab those wide lapeled shirts and 
flapper outfits and celebrate the Roaring 20’s with us (jeans 
and sweaters work too!) This adults-only event features over 
90 exciting baskets to be won. Prizes include jewelry, family 
fun, a Kate Spade bag, golf packages, and more! There are 
three levels of tickets $1, $3 and $5 plus side boards, silent 
auction, and games of chance! BYOB and snacks. Tickets 
are $25 per person or a table of 8 for $200 – grab your friends for a fun evening 
out close to home!

For mor information or to order tickets – use this link: https://materdeiacademy.
securepayments.cardpointe.com/pay? Or call the school office at 440-585-0800.

Mater Dei Academy lights up the middle of town for Christmas

29850 Euclid Ave., Wickliffe • 440-585-0700-Rectory Office
www.olmcwickliffe.org

Welcome! 
Come and
Join Us
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Wickliffe City Schools

Albanese Inc.
440-944-3038
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
Step Installation • Step Repair
Concrete Work

PATIOS
Brick, Pavers, Stone, Stamp Concrete

RETAINING WALLS
UNILOCK, VERSA-LOCK

by JoSePh SPiCCia

Wickliffe Schools Superintendent

The new Wickliffe Schools campus is nearing 
completion. The building will welcome students 
in the 2023-24 school year. The building will be 
completed on time and within its budget. It will 
be a beautiful 208,000 square foot jewel that will 
feature state of the art technology, a creative floor 
plan with learning spaces of various sizes for 
various purposes, and a number of features that 
will be new to Wickliffe students and staff. As 
important as the facility, the educational program 
is taking on a new look. The educational program 
will blend traditional learning with innovative 
programs, scheduling, and course offerings. 

Just as the design and construction process is 
now entering its third year, the Re-Imagination 
of Education process is entering its third year. 
While the construction process is easy to see by 
visiting the new campus, the re-imagining of 
education process has been continuing a little 
less obviously. The Re-Imagination of Educa-
tion process has included over 250 meetings 

with staff, dozens of meetings with students, 
and regular monthly meetings with community 
members. All of whom have had input into the 
design of the experiences that students, staff, and 
community members will have in the new build-
ing. The re-imagination process has included 
an evaluation of available research related to 
student learning and a three-year study in prin-
ciples for the Center of Applied Science and 
Technology’s Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL). The efforts put into this process have 
resulted in a number of changes to the way in 
which the district will operate beginning with 
the opening of the new campus. Some of the 
changes will be subtle and some will be overt. 
Some of the examples include:
• A school day built around research that indi-

cates older students should start their school 
day later and younger students earlier.

• Beginning in 2023-24 the school day will 
begin for students in grades K-6 at 8:05 
a.m. and the day will begin for students 
in grades 7-12 at 8:20 a.m.

• The school day will be more flexible for older 
students with some classes meeting early in 

the morning and others meeting after the end 
of the traditional school day. 

• There is a new birthday cutoff date for Kinder-
garten enrollment. Research tells us students 
that are older when they enter Kindergarten 
have more success; therefore, the new Kin-
dergarten birthday cutoff date is August 1 as 
opposed to the former September 30 date. 

• There will also be a phase-in of the Kin-
dergarten school day.

• New course offerings in grades 7-12 will al-
low students in grades 7 and 8 to earn high 
school credits. 

• Curricular programs in many departments have 
been redesigned to create more and different 
opportunities for students capitalizing on the 
new learning spaces.

• Examples of changes include:
• A new sequencing of the art classes.
• New programs related to career and 

workforce development.
• Internships
• Flexible grouping of students within 

and across grade levels to ensure stu-
dents receive the support, interven-

tion, or acceleration they may need. 
• A K-12 school counseling model.
• Additional Advanced Placement and 

College Credit Plus offerings.
• New approaches to related arts 

classes.
• New safety and security protocols to maximize 

student safety.
• Opportunities for community members to take 

classes at the school, as plans are ongoing to 
add a community education component to the 
district program. 

• The administrative team will be structured 
differently with the goal of creating a leader-
ship structure that is agile and better able to 
adjust to the needs of students, staff, and the 
community. 
The new building will be bright, beautiful, 

and welcoming. Likewise, the educational pro-
gram and opportunities for students, staff, and 
the community will be bright, beautiful, and 
welcoming. Thanks to all of you, the Wickliffe 
Schools will be leaders in the world of education 
and we will continue to inspire students to learn, 
lead, and serve.

The Wickliffe Schools 2023 and Beyond

Wickliffe Athletics — Fall 2022
by harriSon MCCaLL

District Athletic Director, Wickliffe City Schools

This was a memorable fall for Wickliffe Athletics with multiple teams and athletes making 
deep postseason runs.

Senior Brady Pugh and Junior Markalla Tumbry both qualified for the OHSAA Regional 
Cross Country Meet. Markalla then went on to qualify for the OHSAA State Cross Country 
meet. This was Wickliffe’s first female Cross Country State Qualifier since 1991. 

The girls’ soccer team won an OHSAA DIII Sectional Championship and reached the 
OHSAA District Final for only the second time in program history. Junior Eliza Wills was 
named 2nd Team All-Ohio and became the first girls soccer player in program history to earn 
All-Ohio Honors. Eliza also served as the kicker for the football team this fall. Additionally, 
both girls’ soccer coaches received postseason honors. Assistant Coach Kristy Adams received 
the honor of Greater Cleveland Division III Assistant Coach of the Year. Head Coach Steve 
Gribovicz received the honors of Chagrin Valley Conference Metro Division Coach of the Year 
and Greater Cleveland Division III Head Coach of the Year. 

The boys’ soccer team won an OHSAA DIII Sectional Championship and won the OHSAA 
DIII District Championship. They reached the regional stage of the OHSAA Tournament for 
the first time since 2006. Head Coach Dominik Severino earned Greater Cleveland Division 
III Head Coach of the Year Honors. Senior Colin Casey received 1st Team All-Ohio Honors 
as well as All-Region Honors. For Colin, this was the second year in a row he has received 1st 
Team All-Ohio Honors. In addition to these honors, Colin also participated on the golf team in 
the fall where he earned 2nd Team Chagrin Valley Conference Honors.

These student-athletes and teams have provided long lasting memories with their play, 
but more importantly, they set a positive example for the future student-athletes with their 
sportsmanship, attitude, and behavior. They displayed a great amount of class and were great 
reflections of the Wickliffe Schools and Community!
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Help Keep Our parKs Clean

We provide basic football instruction for ages 6- 12.  
         Divisions/Grades: 
            • Flag- K-2 • Junior Varsity-3-4 • Varsity-5-6

Wickliffe Youth Football invites you to sign your child up for football. 
You can complete the registration by visiting our website at 
www.wickliffeyouthfootball.com and follow the link for Registrations. 
You can also check out our Facebook page: Wickliffe Youth Football League-WMFL. 

Visit our website for registration dates, fees, and details. 
If you have any other questions, feel free to reach out 

to us at: wickliffeyouthfootball@yahoo.com.

Wickliffe City Schools

Earning the Trust of Families for Over Four Decades
• Computer-assisted eye exams
• Specializing in contact lenses
• Treatment of eye infections, 

diseases and glaucoma

• Prescriptions welcome
• Large selection of fashion 

frames
• Refractive surgery consultations

Dr. Sid Savitt • Dr. Amy Titus • Dr. Shawna Franey Optometrists

440-943-1993
29610 Euclid Avenue
Wickliffe, OH 44092

Hours: M-T-W-Th 8-5
F Closed, Sat 8:30-1

VANJO 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

• CONCRETE WORK
• BASEMENT 

WATERPROOFING
• MASONRY WORK

• LICENSED & BONDED
• IN BUSINESS FOR 30 YEARS

• HAS ALWAYS 
LIVED IN WICKLIFFE

JOE VANJO 216-509-1116

Celebrating
41 Years

Complete Tree
Removal & Trimming

If you are interested in registering your child to play baseball, please visit us at 
www.wickliffebaseball.com Follow the link on the right that says Registration Form. 
You can also reach out to us on our Facebook page: Wickliffe Ohio Baseball League.

We offer the following divisions: 

 • Mites (7-8 coach pitch) •  Minors (9-10)

 •  Majors (11-12) • Pony (13-14)

Registration fee is $75. There are discounts available 
for families that register more than one player.

Visit our website for registration dates and details.
If you have any other questions, feel free to reach out to us at contact@wickliffebaseball.com.

Wickliffe Elementary School Pies the 
Principals & Co. for Food Donations 

Wickliffe City Schools hosted a community-
wide food drive to help families in need this holi-
day season! Wickliffe Elementary School made 
it into a competition! For every item donated, 
students at the elementary school earned a raffle 
ticket for a drawing to throw a pie in the faces 
of the principals, the counselor, and our PTO 
vice-president! The class with the most canned 
goods donated was selected to throw pies, and 
three (3) students per grade level (grades K-4) 
also were chosen. 

Mrs. Seifert’s third grade classroom brought 
in over 250 items and her entire class was able 
to “Pie the Principals & Co.” All WES students 
earned a PJ (Pajama) day to thank them for their 
participation.

OVERALL, Wickliffe Elementary students showed their generosity by donating over 
2,400 items for the food drive! Thank you to all the students and families who contributed! 
Thanks also to the PTO members who gave their time daily to count and transport food items to 
the Family Resource Center.

Oh the weather outside is frightful….
Oh the weather outside is frightful
And students at WMS wanted to be kindful
In wanting to help people stay warm
When it snowed, when it snowed, when it snowed!

It all started out as a simple basic question from a former Wickliffe 
student. It was Alyssa Albertone, the owner of the delectable Marlene’s 
Bakers Supply who asked WMS teacher, Kelly McNulty, if the students 
still decorate business windows during the holiday season since that was 
a favorite memory for hers while she attended WMS years ago. Miss 
McNulty replied that they do not…. HOWEVER, Miss McNulty didn’t see a reason why they 
couldn’t or shouldn’t do it again!

So, bringing this idea to her 8th Grade Broadcasting Class, the students brainstormed not only 
how to connect broadcasting and jolly holiday scenes for a business showcase window but also how 
to turn this small idea into something more magical, extraordinary and that could help others during 
this cold wintery season.

That’s when the Winter Wonder KINDland project began. The students decided to collect new 
items of hats, scarves, gloves, and blankets for people in need to help them stay warm this holiday 
season. They asked Ms. Albertone if they could place a box in her store in hopes to receive donations 
so that the items could be distributed to anyone at WMS who needed them or anyone who went to 
the Wick Family Resource Center in search for these warm items.

Once Marlene’s Bakers Supply was on board, the students asked Bri Caronchi, the owner of Live 
Golden Nutrition, to be involved. There, they would also decorate the store window with gingerbread 
people, snowmen, and pictures of joy while donations were being dropped off from city residents. 
While the students only decorated these two store windows, they decided to make additional boxes 
in hopes for increased donations so that they could help make a difference for more people to stay 
warm. So, they made a KINDland donation box for City Hall, the Board of Education, WMS and 
the FRC. Now, the schools, the businesses, the residents, and the city were all working together to 
make a positive impact to help our own during this frigid weather.

The students’ artistic and creative abilities didn’t stop there. They also wrote motivating and 
cheerful PA announcements to encourage WMS students to bring in donations. Ms. Larrabee even 
sang the announcements some mornings to get the students excited for WMS’ KINDland project, 
and WOW is she incredibly talented! 

It was Mr. Rovniak’s classroom who was able to bring in the most items to donate and thanks to 
McDonalds, they were rewarded with a warm and delicious breakfast and the students were: Lovin’ It!

The broadcasting students also captured the moments of this valuable and meaningful project by 
video taping and taking photos. They even created this student made video: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=FDLZyhDEddI. (Accolades goes out to Ethan Bair)

So, starting out with a simple question from someone who was definitely impacted from a project 
that she did at WMS years ago, and with six large boxes all around town, the current WMS students 
WORKING TOGETHER with WICKLIFFE CITY residents were able to collect enough donations 
to definitely call this Winter Wonder KINDland project an enormous success!
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by GraCe veLiChKa

It is that time of year again, where students 
all across America are bracing for one of the 
hardest points in a school year. Plain and simple, 
it’s the overload of work and final exams right 
before a blissful two to three week break. With 
the stress and pressure students are under while 
trying to cram for exams, it’s hard to think about 
factoring holidays in the mix. In Wickliffe High 
School, the scene is no different. Students suf-
fering sleepless nights with days jam packed full 
of information wander the halls in a pre-exam 
daze. While it sounds slightly dramatic, this 

scene is becoming more and more common as 
time goes on.

I interviewed 3 students who wanted to 
speak out on their experiences with exam week 
and what really goes through a student’s head 
during that time. 

I first sat down with sophomore vice presi-
dent John Colacaro. When asked about his exam 
stress levels this year, he answered a solid 10 
out of 10. He expressed, “It’s the limited time 
to prepare for things. We just don’t have enough 
time.” This is a common theme I’ve heard not 
only from these interviews, but from countless 
others as well. He expressed that to cope he is 
trying to go out as much as he can and enjoy 
the holidays, but he expressed that even doing 
those things makes him more nervous for exams 
because it is less study time. 

I then sat down with senior Marisa Vihtelic, 
who definitely was more calm about exams, rat-
ing her stress level a 6 out of 10. However, she 

said that having this much information thrown 
at her was making it difficult to differentiate 
between classes, and it was driving her slightly 
crazy. She said that while she may be a little 
calmer than last year, it’s hard not to be stressed 
about exams. 

For my final interview, I sat down with junior 
Meara McGlynn, who rated her exam stress 
around an 8 out of 10. She expressed that with 
all of her AP, Honors, and college classes this 
year, exams are much more stressful for her 
than they have been in past years. “All of the 
harder tests are on the same day and they aren’t 
spread out more across the two exam days.” This definitely also seems to be a common issue 

with many of the Honors kids at Wickliffe, as 
their exam levels are so disproportionate to the 
days of exams. 

Overall, in speaking with these three indi-
viduals, two main messages really came up 
throughout. The first being that exam week is a 
lot of pressure for students to be under during 
an already busy time such as the holidays. While 
exam season doesn’t seem to be changing any 
time soon, it’s important to dive deep into the 
minds of the students who take these exams, 
and to understand what they’re going through, 
especially during the holidays.

Rudolph the Red Nose. . . Exam Week?
An inside look into students juggling final school exams during the busy holiday season

an idyllic holiday scene most students 
wish they could experience.

a student’s desk on an average school 
night (photo credit: Grace velichka).

Google’s depiction of a student experi-
encing stress during exam time.

by KaThy roaCh

Football season may be over, but the Wick-
liffe High School Swing Band has not stopped 
marching forward. Our Holiday concert took 
place in December along with our Pancakes 

with Santa fundraiser. All of our elves turned 
out to transform the Wickliffe Middle School 
cafeteria into Santa Land, where families en-
joyed crafts, snow cones, a hot cocoa bar, an 
Elfie Selfie station, and, of course, a pancake 
breakfast with a chance to speak and pictures 
taken with Santa. You could try your luck at the 
basket raffle, with some baskets you could bid 
on. The bake sale gave everyone an opportunity 
to pick up some holiday goodies. The Wickliffe 
City School District PTO also ran a Santa Shop 
where little ones had the opportunity to purchase 
inexpensive gifts for their family. Thank you 
to all who participated in this wonderful event. 
Our tickets for both breakfast sessions sold out 
and our elves all went home exhausted. We 
look forward to doing this again next Christmas.

Please join us for our Mid-Winter concert, 
which will be held on Wednesday, March 1 in 
the Wickliffe High School gymnasium at 7 p.m. 
Our Disney trip is scheduled for March 12-19, 
when we will be more than ready to head south 
and represent Wickliffe High School in Florida. 
Our Spring Band Concert is scheduled for 
Thursday, April 27 also in the Wickliffe High 
School Gym. Come join us.

Thank you, we are grateful for all the sup-
port our Wickliffe High School Swing Band 
receives.

Wickliffe High School Swing Band

Exp. 4/30/23 Exp. 4/30/23

SATURDAY
ALL YOU CAN EAT

Rigatoni w/Meatballs $1335

FRIDAY
ALL YOU CAN EAT

Pollock $1450 www.pettis-pizza.com

Spaghetti or Rigatoni 
Dinner 1/2 Price

• Dine In
• Carry Out
• Patio Dining

Rated No. 1By ClevelandMagazine

“Have a ball
in the Legion hall”

Koumbaro’s Catering
Air conditioned and Bar Facilities

Newly Renovated / New Management
Maximum capacity - 200 people

29919 Euclid Avenue • 216-338-3774

alpost7@att.net

Bill’s Sewer & Drain
4 City Compliance Repairs
4 Locate Test Tees
4 Dye Testing
4 Backwater Valves
4 Camera Inspection
4 Drain Cleaning

440-946-9299
Free Estimates
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

We’ll Get to the Root of the Problem



16      February 2023 • Wickliffe Connection

Wickliffe City Schools

Specializing in:

• Entry Doors

• Patio Doors

• Storm Doors

• Interior Doors

• Windows

10% Labor 
Discounts for: 
 Veterans 
 Senior Citizens

FREE Estimates

David Moulton
440-812-3520

adeptconstruction.dm@gmail.com

Mrs. Kristy Adams was selected by the Ohio Depart-
ment of Education for the third annual Recognizing 
Inspirational School Employees (RISE) Award!!

The Recognizing Inspirational School Employees 
(RISE) Award was created by Congress in 2019 and 
overseen by the U.S. Department of Education. This 
award honors school support staff who provide exem-
plary service to their school communities. 

Mrs. Kristy Adams joined the staff at Wickliffe City Schools in 2017. She 
was nominated by her principal at the high school for her actions that promote 
a caring environment in the district. Principal Shyla Urban said of Mrs. Adams:

She is extremely involved in the school and community on a variety of levels. 
She has helped to create a successful “Back to School Bash” where students 
can collect school supplies, food, school clothing, and haircuts before the first 
day of school. As a certified cosmetologist, she has rallied other community 
members to get together to offer free haircuts to kids who cannot afford one. 
She also has started an initiative called Kindland, connecting our school and 
community by spreading Kindness throughout.

Mrs. Adams is also passionate about building empathy and open com-
munication within our student body. Working alongside her co-teacher Mrs. 
Gayle Sharp, together they have developed a new course that gives students 
a platform to discuss difficult topics such as racism, sexism, homophobia, 
transgender, and many others. From these conversations among students in 
this course, they have also created Community Circles where they invite the 
rest of the students and staff to participate in activities to bring these topics to 
light in a positive way. She is the person who students turn to when they need 
someone to talk to because they know they can trust her. She cares about kids! 
She is a change agent. She is BEYOND valuable at Wickliffe High School.

Mrs. Adams is also the assistant girls’ soccer coach at Wickliffe High School and was named 
Assistant Coach of the Year this fall by the Greater Cleveland Scholastic Soccer Coaches As-
sociation.

As the Ohio RISE award winner, Mrs. Adams now advances to a national finalist, joining other 
state RISE Award winners from across the country. The U.S. Department of Education will be 
selecting a national RISE Award winner in April 2024.

Congratulations to Mrs. Kristy Adams on being recognized for her work and service to stu-
dents and community.

The Winner of the 2022-2023 Ohio RISE Award 
goes to Wickliffe High School’s Kristy Adams!

SubMiTTeD by: “The Jar 
of SunShine, inC.”

Wickliffe High School Graduate and Non-
Profit CEO Announces Scholarship Applica-
tion for Graduating Seniors.

The Jar of Sunshine Inc. a 501(c)(3) non-
profit owned and operated by a 2015 WHS 
graduate, announces scholarship applications 
for The Daisy Scholarship. A scholarship 
honoring longtime Wickliffe resident, Daisy 
L. (Hill) Lewis-Simmons. Applications are 
available to 2023 graduates.

“We are so pleased to be able to give 
back while honoring the legacy of our late 
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, 
Daisy. Our collective is formed by The Jar of 
Sunshine Inc.’s Student Success Collective 
which also includes WHS graduates of ’84, 
’85, ’91,’07, ‘12 and ’15.” Please reach out 
to WHS counselors to apply. Daisy L. (hill) Lewis-Simmons

WHS Graduate and Non-Profit CEO Announces 
Scholarship Application for Graduating Seniors




